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These awards are named in honor of The Honorable Robert Benham who, during his
term as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia from 1995 to 2001, focused the
attention of lawyers and judges on the community and public service aspects of
professionalism. Justice Benham explains:
The public impression of the legal profession is not shaped just in the
courtroom. It is shaped in all kinds of activities. When lawyers are involved in
community activities, people will see them as neighbors, swimming team
coaches, baseball coaches, house builders, and a whole host of other community
servants. And if lawyers are also community servants, people will see the legal
profession as a community-spirited profession. Such an impression can help
but benefit the profession and increase the understanding of the role of the law
and lawyer.
In 1997, the Executive Committee of the State Bar of Georgia created the Annual
Justice Robert Benham Awards for Community Service to honor lawyers and judges who
have made outstanding contributions in the area of community service. The awards were
created with the following objectives:
(1)

To recognize that volunteerism remains strong among Georgia lawyers;

(2)

To encourage all lawyers to become involved in serving their communities;

(3)

To improve the quality of life of lawyers through the satisfaction they receive from
helping others; and

(4)

To raise the public image of lawyers.

The First Annual Justice Robert Benham Awards for Community Service were
presented at the Annual State Bar of Georgia Meeting on June 18, 1998, in Atlanta. The 1999
to 2001 awards were given out at the Annual Meetings in Savannah and Kiawah Island, S.C.
The presentations moved to the January Midyear Meetings of the State Bar in Atlanta from
2004 to 2006. Since 2007, the awards ceremony has been an independent event held in the
Atlanta area or at the Georgia Bar Center in Atlanta, free and open to the public, with
increased attendance from the community, and the bench and bar.
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Award Criteria & Eligibility
Each year the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, in conjunction with the State
Bar of Georgia, solicits nominees for the Justice Robert Benham Awards for Community Service. A
wide net is cast, as nominees are solicited from around the State of Georgia and from all ten judicial
circuits. Any person may submit a nomination, including members of the public, bar leaders, and
fellow practitioners. The Selection Committee, consisting of members of the bar and the public,
receives nominations, conducts confidential deliberations, and selects award recipients from eligible
nominees who meet the award criteria.
General Criteria: Judges and lawyers meet the criteria for these awards if they have
combined a professional career with outstanding service and dedication to their communities through
voluntary participation in community organizations, government-sponsored activities, or
humanitarian work outside of their professional practice.
Contributions may be made in any field, including but not limited to: social service,
education, faith-based efforts, sports, recreation, the arts, or politics.
Lifetime Achievement Award Criteria: The Lifetime Achievement Award is the highest recognition given by the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism Justice Robert Benham Community Service Awards Selection Committee. This award recognizes a judge or a lawyer who, in addition to meeting the criteria for receiving the Justice Robert Benham Award for Community Service,
has demonstrated an extraordinarily long and distinguished commitment to volunteer participation
in the community throughout his or her legal career.
*UPDATED* Eligibility Criteria - Nominees must:
1. Be a member of the State Bar of Georgia, in good standing, or have been a
member, in good standing, at the time of death;
2. Have a record of outstanding community service and continuous service over a period
of time to one or more causes, organizations or activities;
3. Not be a member of the Selection Committee, staff of the State Bar of Georgia or
Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism; and
4. Not be in a judicial or political race for 2019 and 2020.
(Updated on November 5, 2018, by the Benham Awards Selection Committee).
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THE HONORABLE ROBERT BENHAM
JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Justice Robert Benham is currently the longest serving member of the Supreme Court
of Georgia. Appointed by Gov. Joe Frank Harris in December 1989, he was the first
African-American ever appointed to the Supreme Court in its more than 140 years.
On July 17, 1990, he won statewide election to a full term on the Supreme Court. He
served as Chief Justice from 1995-2001, elected by his peers. Prior to his appointment
to the Supreme Court, Justice Benham served on the Georgia Court of Appeals for five years.
A lifelong resident of Georgia, Justice Benham was born to Jesse Knox Benham and Clarence Benham in
Cartersville, Georgia. He obtained a B.S. in Political Science from Tuskegee University in 1967 and also
attended Harvard University. In 1970 he obtained his Juris Doctor from the University of Georgia, Lumpkin
School of Law. He obtained Master of Laws degree from the University of Virginia in 1989.
After completing law school, Justice Benham served in the U.S. Army Reserve, attaining the rank of Captain.
He then served briefly as a trial attorney for the Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Inc. He later returned to Cartersville, where he engaged in the private practice of law. He served as Special Assistant Attorney General and
enjoyed two terms as the President of the Bartow County Bar Association.
Justice Benham is a member of the American Judicature Society, the Lawyers’ Club of Atlanta, the National
Criminal Justice Association, and the Georgia Bar Foundation. He is a Trustee of the Georgia Legal History
Foundation. He is a past vice president of the Georgia Conference of Black Lawyers, a former board member
of the Federal Lawyers Association and of the Georgia Association of Trial Lawyers. He is also the former
chairman of the Governor’s Commission on Drug Awareness & Prevention and a member of the National
Conference of Chief Justices. He is a member of the Federal-State Jurisdiction Committee and a member of
the Governors Southern Business Institute.
Justice Benham is married to the former Nell Dodson of Cartersville and they have two sons. An avid woodworker, Justice Benham enjoys spending his leisure time with his sons, making wooden toys and music boxes.
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THE HONORABLE HAROLD D. MELTON
CHIEF JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

On July 1, 2005, Harold D. Melton was appointed to the Georgia Supreme Court by
Governor Sonny Perdue. He was sworn in as Chief Justice on September 4, 2018 by
former Chief Justice Hines.
Prior to joining the Court, Chief Justice Melton served as Executive Counsel to Governor Perdue, representing the Governor on legal issues covering the entire scope of state government. Chief
Justice Melton helped safeguard Georgia’s interests in water rights disputes with Alabama and Florida, and he
actively participated in administration efforts to advance the delivery of criminal justice services in the State.
Before serving as Executive Counsel, Chief Justice Melton spent 11 years in the Georgia Department of Law
under two Attorneys General where he dealt with issues ranging from the creation of the Georgia Lottery
Corporation to the administration of Georgia’s tobacco settlement. Prior to leaving to join the Governor’s
Office, he served as Section Leader over the Consumer Interests Division.
Chief Justice Melton received a Bachelor of Science degree from Auburn University and his Juris Doctor from
the University of Georgia in 1991. He previously served as a Volunteer Leader of Young Life Ministries for
11 years and currently serves on a local Young Life Board and on the national board. He is also a Board
Member of Atlanta Youth Academies.
A native of Washington, D.C., Chief Justice Melton grew up in East Point and Marietta, Georgia. He
currently resides in Atlanta with his wife, Kimberly, and their three children.
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THE HONORABLE KENNETH B. HODGES III
COURT OF APPEALS OF GEORGIA
2018-2019 PRESIDENT
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

Kenneth B. Hodges III, a Judge on the Georgia Court of Appeals, was installed as the
56th president of the State Bar of Georgia on Saturday, June 9, 2018.
Hodges has previously served as treasurer and president-elect of the State Bar and as a
member of the Executive Committee and Board of Governors. He has also chaired
the Attorney Wellness Task Force.
On May 22, 2018, Hodges won a statewide election to serve on the Court of Appeals of Georgia and
took office on January 1, 2019. Prior to joining the Court of Appeals, he focused his law practice on
criminal defense and civil litigation, including but not limited to personal injury, commercial litigation
and civil rights cases.
Hodges spent 15 years as a prosecutor, including 12 as district attorney of the Dougherty Judicial Circuit. He
was honored as Georgia’s District Attorney of the Year in 2002. He is a past recipient of the Justice Robert
Benham Award for Community Service, presented by the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism; the
Commitment to Equality Award, presented by the State Bar; and the Eagle Award, presented by the Criminal
Justice Coordinating Council of Georgia. He was the Democratic nominee in the 2010 election for Georgia
attorney general.
Born and raised in Albany, he is a graduate of Emory University and the University of Georgia School of Law.
Hodges was admitted to the State Bar in 1991. He is a past chairman of the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council
of Georgia and past president of the District Attorneys’ Association of Georgia and the Dougherty Circuit
Bar Association.
Hodges’ community activities include service as secretary of the Urban League of Greater Atlanta and
co-chair of the Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Day Committee in Albany. He is also a past president of
the Sertoma Club; past board chair of Easter Seals of Southwest Georgia and has served on the boards of the
American Heart Association in Albany, the Albany Civil Rights Institute (formerly Albany Civil Rights
Museum) the Albany Chamber of Commerce and the Georgia Chamber of Commerce. He is also a graduate
of Leadership Albany and a graduate and board member of Leadership Georgia.
Hodges and his wife Melissa have two young children, Margaret and Jack. They are active in their church and
in youth sports at the local YMCA.
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THE HONORABLE RIZZA O'CONNOR
2018-2019 PRESIDENT
YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA

Rizza O’Connor, a double bear, graduated with a Bachelor in Business Administration
from Mercer University in 2007 and a Juris Doctor degree in 2010. Since then,
O’Connor has made her mark at home and in public service.
She considers serving others through being a judge, a wife and a mother as her greatest
accomplishment. O’Connor says, “I feel my purpose is to live according to God’s will
and live a life pleasing to Him. I am thankful that both my public and private roles give
me a chance to fulfill that purpose.”
O’Connor is currently serving as President of the Young Lawyers Division (YLD) of the State Bar of Georgia.
She has also served the YLD as President-Elect (2017-18), Treasurer (2016-17), Secretary (2015-16) and Newsletter Co-Editor (2014-15). She was sworn in as Chief Magistrate Judge in November 2013, recognized as the
first Filipino-American judge in Georgia. She was also the youngest Asian-American to serve as a judge.
O’Connor planned to enter the medical field, but she says she changed her mind after serving on a jury in a
criminal trial. The female prosecutor handling the case earned her respect, and O’Connor fell in love with the
law. She never dreamed of becoming a judge but wanted to be a career prosecutor. “I was just at the right place
at the right time,” O’Connor said. “I am fortunate to have strong female attorneys in Southeast Georgia to
come before me and provide opportunities for other women.” She credits Chief Superior Court Judge Kathy
Palmer of the Middle Judicial Circuit, who appointed her to Magistrate Court, for the opportunity to serve.
Her favorite part of being a Magistrate Judge is the ability to impact the lives in her community. “We are the
people’s court where the majority of cases are brought by pro se litigants. Magistrate works well as a part of
our society’s judicial system because it upholds public order. It gives people a chance to bring their concerns
or grievances to a neutral person that will make a decision based on the facts and the law.”
O’Connor recognizes her position of influence also comes with challenges. “I wish I knew that being a boss is
hard. The management side of being a judge can be more difficult than the legal side on a lot of days. Decisions
can be tough but need to be made for the best interest of the public.” Practicing in a rural county, like Toombs,
she often runs into folks who she has ruled against. “It can be awkward to see these people at the grocery store,
restaurants or at social events.”
She knows how fortunate she is because she gets to serve and do the job she loves and come home to family.
She admits it is a constant battle to juggle a full-time career, her marriage to another lawyer and motherhood,
“but it is not impossible,” she said. She credits her ever-supportive husband Daniel. “It is a great dynamic, and
a lot of give and take.” O’Connor said, “Daniel and I take turns waking up with Evie, our two-year-old,” but
she still finds time to run in the morning, with son Judson in tow.
It takes commitment, ambition and some grit but a woman can be successful in her career and raising a family.
O’Connor says, “My family is my priority and my intent is to always be present for them, but working is the
best fit for me.” Looking at the bigger picture, she hopes her work as a judge and also with the YLD will show
her children the value of hard work and helping others.
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES
JOSHUA BOSIN
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Joshua I. Bosin leads Holland & Knight’s Labor, Employment and Benefits Practice
Group in its Atlanta office. He is a trial lawyer who defends major corporations, educational institutions and governmental entities throughout the United States in complex
civil litigation and employment-related disputes. Mr. Bosin serves as outside general
counsel and labor and employment counsel for several colleges, universities, and independent schools. He routinely handles matters involving federal, state and local employment-related laws and
regulations, wage and hour disputes, executive employment agreements, restrictive covenant agreements and
trade secret and unfair competition laws. Clients turn to Mr. Bosin for training and advice in the areas of
workplace harassment, discrimination and retaliation, sexual assault and sexual violence, employee discipline
and termination, reductions-in-force, confidential and proprietary information and workplace ethics. His
practice also includes counseling and representing employers in connection with labor union matters and
organizing efforts. Mr. Bosin is a longstanding member of the State Bar’s Professionalism Committee.

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
RACQUEL V. MCGEE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Racquel V. McGee is a 3L part-time law Student at Georgia State University College
of Law, where she serves as President of the Ronald J. Freeman Chapter of the Black
Law Students Association. Racquel also works full-time as the Alternative Sentencing
and Mitigation Specialist for the Office of the Public Defender of the Atlanta Judicial
Circuit. She is heavily involved in the community through volunteer and other service efforts, and she
currently serves on the Atlanta Progressive Agenda Homelessness Commission. Racquel is a member of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated and mentors young girls through her chapter initiatives. She is also a
student member of the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys and the Gate City Bar Association.
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MR. ROBERT F. MIKELL, STATESBORO
Mikell is an Executive Vice President and Senior Attorney
for AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA | Statesboro, Georgia
Robert F. Mikell, or Bob as everyone calls him, is an eighth generation Georgian and
the son of a first-generation South Korean immigrant. A life-long Statesboro resident,
he earned his bachelor’s degree from Georgia Southern in 2007 and then graduated
from the University of Georgia Law School cum laude in 2010. After clerking for the
Honorable Jack Partain in Dalton, Georgia, he returned to Statesboro, where he has
made exceptional contributions to his community.
In 2013, in his role chair of the Downtown Statesboro Development Authority, Mikell was a key participant
and a presenter in the City of Statesboro’s competition in America's Best Communities program. Launched
in September 2014, the competition was designed to inspire revitalization and growth in small towns and
rural communities across the country. Statesboro was one of the Best Communities finalists. Then in 2017,
Statesboro received a $1 million dollar award as seed money to revitalize a declining area of the central business district by creating a walkable and innovative downtown corridor called the Blue Mile. As president of
Habitat for Humanity of Bulloch County, Mikell also developed a "Homes for Heroes” component of the
Blue Mile project that purchased and renovated three dilapidated houses in the Blue Mile as homes for local
first responders. One of Mikell’s endorsers says, “As one of the primary leaders of the Blue Mile project, Bob
is literally changing the face of downtown Statesboro.” In late 2018, Governor Nathan Deal announced that
he was directing approximately $20 million in state funds for further development of the Blue Mile project.
Mikell also led the effort to charter a Statesboro Branch of the YMCA of Coastal Georgia. He first reached
out to the YMCA of Coastal Georgia in 2013. As groundwork for bringing a YMCA to Statesboro, Mikell
arranged round-table discussions with other non-profit groups, spoke face to face with public officials, spread
information about the project through local media outlets, and helped identify potential facility locations. The
Statesboro Branch of the YMCA of Coastal Georgia received a charter in 2016 and opened in October 2017.
The new YMCA boosted community development as well, by settling in and renovating a vacant elementary
school. Mikell has served as president of the YMCA Steering Committee from its inception. In addition,
Mikell currently holds the position of Volunteer Chair of the Statesboro Family YMCA Board of Managers.
Mikell's leadership activities include recruiting other board members, heading a YMCA fundraising campaign for future renovations, and connecting YMCA staff with key leaders of Statesboro. Mikell has even
tirelessly served as a tour guide of the YMCA facility for potential new members.
In 2018, Mikell served as Chair for the “Day for Southern,” an annual community fundraiser for the Georgia
Southern Foundation. As the Chair, Mikell made numerous visits to local civic groups to promote the Foundation and its fund-raising goals. The campaign raised over $2 million dollars for scholarships and programs at
Georgia Southern. He has served on the Georgia Southern University Alumni Association board since 2013.
Mikell is also active in his church, Pittman Park United Methodist Church. He recently served as campaign
director of the church’s capital fund drive which was successful in raising $1 million. In 2019, Mikell became
the Chair of the Statesboro-Bulloch Chamber of Commerce.
Mikell is an Executive Vice President and Senior Attorney for AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA at its corporate
headquarters in Statesboro, Georgia. Previously he worked in private practice with Brown Rountree PC.
Mikell and his wife, Kelley, have two young daughters. He is the son of Judge Gary Mikell, who is currently
judge of the State Court of Bulloch County, and Judge Mikell’s wife Kim.
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MR. CHRISTOPHER COHILAS

Partner, Watson Spence LLP and Chairman
Dougherty County Board of Commissioners | Albany, Georgia

Christopher S. Cohilas, a Georgia native, graduated with a bachelor’s degree in English
and a minor in Criminal Justice from the University of Georgia in 1999. He received
his J.D. from Georgia State University College of Law in 2002. Cohilas is widely
recognized as an attorney who goes above and beyond his duties as a public servant and
leader in the Albany-Dougherty County community.
Currently, Cohilas is a partner at the law firm of Watson Spence LLP. Prior to entering
private law practice, Cohilas served as the Chief Assistant District Attorney for Dougherty County. Though
his duties included prosecuting crimes against women and children, serious violent felonies, and supervising
other attorneys, his commitment did not end with his paying job. He helped form the first rape and child abuse
crisis center in Dougherty County. That non-profit entity, the Lily Pad SANE Center, has grown over the years
into one of the most respected of such centers in the State. Over the years, both as a prosecutor and while in
private practice, Cohilas has volunteered countless hours performing free training for nurses, police officers,
DFACS workers, attorneys, and others who have been involved with addressing child abuse and sexual assault.
A former fellow board-member writes, “I had the privilege to serve on the Board of the Lilypad and experience
firsthand the volunteer hours Chris committed in his role as an ex-officio member of the Board to help shape
the center into what it is today.” In addition to his work with LilyPad, Cohilas previously served as the Chairperson of the Dougherty County Multi-Disciplinary Team Against Child Abuse and as the Chairperson of the
Dougherty County Child Fatality Review Committee.
In November, 2014, Cohilas was elected by the citizens of Dougherty County to serve as Chairman of the
Dougherty County Board of Commissioners. He now serves as Chairman in addition to maintaining a
demanding law practice. During his first term as Chair, the Albany-Dougherty County community was
devastated by two tornados in January 2017 and hurricane "Michael" of 2018. Cohilas's leadership during and
in the aftermath of those storms endeared him to the entire community, according to one of his colleagues.
One of Cohilas’s law partners says, “[Cohilas] spent the months following the storms demonstrating his compassion for his fellow citizens and incredible passion for bringing statewide and national attention to the
devastation in our community. He went so far above and beyond what his job required of him that his law
partners saw very little of him for many months. He sacrificed time with his family and the economic benefit
of a successful legal career during 2017 to work tirelessly to bring both attention and needed resources to our
community.” Following these disasters Cohilas was elected to a second term as County Commission Chairman after running unopposed.
Cohilas is also well known for his many years of service as Co-Chair of the annual King Day Celebration in
Albany. In 2013, after stepping down from this volunteer position, Cohilas was awarded the “Dream Award”
in recognition of his many contributions to the community. Cohilas has also served as chairman of the Darton
College Foundation, which endeavors to promote higher education, create scholarships and endowments,
support faculty and staff, and expand educational opportunities. In addition, he has served as the past President and Chairman of the Artesian City Sertoma Club, a not-for-profit for those dedicated to volunteerism
and philanthropy.
In 2017, Governor Nathan Deal appointed Cohilas to serve as a board member of Georgia’s Public Defender
Council, where he continues to serve.
At Watson Spence LLP, Cohilas specializes in complex litigation, representing clients in matters ranging from
catastrophic personal injury and death to complex business disputes involving allegations of breach of fiduciary duty and Georgia RICO statute violations.
Cohilas is married to Karen Cohilas and they have four children. They are members of Porterfield Methodist
Church, where they attend regularly.
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MS. CHRISTINA L. FOLSOM
Attorney, Langdale Vallotton, LLP

Valdosta, Georgia

Christina L. Folsom, known as “Tina,” received her Juris Doctor degree from Mercer
University’s Walter F. George School of Law in 1999. While in law school, Folsom
clerked for the Honorable Kenneth B. Hodges, III, then the District Attorney for
Dougherty County, as well as the Honorable Louis Sands, U.S. District Court, Middle
District of Georgia. She formerly practiced in Albany, GA before relocating to Valdosta
and joining Langdale Vallotton, LLP in 2006.
Folsom is very involved in her community. She is described as having a heart for others which motivates her to
seek ways in which she can serve those less fortunate.
Folsom has served as a dedicated volunteer for many organizations in Valdosta including as Past President of
the Board of Directors for Lowndes Associated Ministry for People, Inc. (LAMP) – Valdosta’s homeless organization. She serves tirelessly with this local organization which provides a host of services, including an
Emergency Shelter, Supportive Services during the day, Rapid Re-Housing, Homeless Prevention, a Clothes
Closet, Street Outreach, and Case Management. Under Folsom's leadership, LAMP successfully underwent a
complete board and staff reformation. She grew a small board of a dozen people to a full board of 21 local community leaders. She donated her own time to update LAMP's bylaws, operating manual, and employee handbook, bringing much needed structure and organization to the non-profit. Folsom also worked diligently to
bring in new volunteer groups. For example, a local church now provides a weekly meal to LAMP'S nearly 60
residents of women, children, families, and men. She has helped fundraise for LAMP and still serves as a Strategic Advisor. Folsom currently serves on LAMP's Shelter Committee, and through her community connections, she was able to arrange for LAMP to receive a much-needed SUV donation for transporting residents to
work, job interviews, and school.
Currently, Folsom is a member of the Board of Directors for the Turner Center for the Arts and serves as its
secretary. The Turner Center for the Arts offers enrichment, education and entertainment as the premier
regional arts center in Valdosta. Folsom also serves as a co-chair for the Presenter Series, which provides
world-class shows and performances.
Folsom helped form a local chapter of the Georgia Association of Women Lawyers and is a current member of
the Board of Directors for the Georgia Association of Women Lawyers (GAWL). She has served as President
of the local chapter as well as Vice President of Membership for the state chapter of GAWL. Folsom has also
been involved with the American Heritage Girls, United Way, Second Harvest of South Georgia, and Habitat
for Humanity. She is the current Secretary for the Board of Directors for Tennis Valdosta, where in 2018,
Valdosta won a bid to host its first USTA State Championships that brought in over a half million dollars in
economic development to the community.
In 2017, Folsom participated in the Leadership Georgia Class. She is a graduate of the 2014 Leadership Academy of GAWL, an Associate member of the Valdosta Junior Service League, and was in the 2008 class of Leadership Lowndes, where she also served on the Board of Trustees. Folsom has served in several leadership capacities and is an active member of Park Avenue United Methodist Church, where she seldom misses an opportunity to volunteer for missions.
Folsom’s practice at Langdale Vallotton, LLP includes representing creditors in bankruptcy, representing educators in disciplinary actions brought by the Professional Standards Commission and in employment actions
brought by local school boards, representing employees and employers in worker’s compensation cases, general
civil litigation, and probate law. In 2012, Folsom was honored as being chosen by her peers as a Georgia Rising
Star, for being among the top up-and-coming lawyers in Georgia
Folsom has been married to David Bradley “Brad” Folsom, an attorney as well, since 1996 (22 years) and they
have 2 daughters.
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MS. CHERYL L. MILTON

Chief Assistant Public Defender for the Mental Health
Division in the Office of the Public Defender
for the Macon Judicial Circuit
Macon, Georgia

Cheryl L. Milton is a lawyer with a unique background. After receiving her B.S.
Degree from The Ohio State University in 1976, she earned her MBA from Northwestern University Graduate School of Management in 1978. Milton received her
law degree from Northwestern University School of Law in 1983, and in 1984, she
relocated to Georgia. Over her career, she has earned numerous professional certifications including a Real
Estate license and certification as a Public Accountant. For six years, she taught criminal justice at Fort Valley
State University before becoming a public defender in Crisp Judicial Circuit.
Since 2006, Milton has served as the Chief Assistant Public Defender for the Mental Health Division in the
Office of the Public Defender for the Macon Judicial Circuit. She represents clients with mental health
issues who have been charged with major felonies in Bibb County Mental Health Court. Milton admits that
although she loves her job, it is very stressful. Nevertheless, Milton is also very active in her community.
In addition to being a legal advocate, Milton is also an accomplished quilter who is making a difference by
using her creative talents. Milton is inspired by the beauty of fabrics and colors and found a way to marry her
career and her art. She is particularly drawn to the vibrant patterns of African quilts and patterns. After
observing many of her clients walking the streets of Macon, she decided to use her talents to create a positive
change in her community. She and the other members of the non-profit Crossroads Quilt Guild sew quilts
for the homeless. The organization’s stated purpose is to “share the love of quilt-making by promoting, teaching, and preserving the art of quilting.” The motto of the Crossroads Quilt Guild, “When Life Hands You
Scraps, Make a Quilt,” echoes her legal philosophy.
Milton doesn't believe in throwing people away. She has faith that even mentally ill homeless people can be
productive members of society if they obtain the services that they need. She hopes that the work of her
hands in both the courtroom and the sewing room can bind together a new outlook for the community she
serves. So far, Milton and the other Crossroads Quilt Guild volunteers have made more than fifty quilts.
If that wasn’t enough, in 2009, Milton initiated an ongoing annual effort to give a Christmas bag of muchneeded sundry items to each Mental Health Court participant. She also started a clothes closet in her office
for the benefit of all clients which supplies clothes for court, interviews, or general wear. She also donates
homemade pillows, pillow cases, and quilts to numerous non-profit community organizations across middle
Georgia which serve victims of domestic violence, the homeless, and the disenfranchised. Through her
efforts, female veterans and abused children in the Macon area, as well as people in other countries, such as
Uganda and Jamaica, have benefitted from her efforts.
Since 2013, Milton has also served as a volunteer distributing Thanksgiving baskets to the needy via The Feed
Center in Fort Valley Georgia. She also keeps her hand in the teaching world, volunteering to sit on a panel
to teach CLE courses such as “Mental Health and How IIt Affects Criminal Activity” at Mercer University.
Milton is married to Garrett Milton and they have one son, Matthew Milton.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
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THE HONORABLE CLARENCE F. SEELIGER
Judge, Superior Court of DeKalb County
Decatur, Georgia
Originally from Seattle, Judge Clarence F. Seeliger earned his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Washington, graduating with a degree in Political Science in 1963.
Between 1963 and 1967, Seeliger served in the military with a final rank of Captain.
He then attended law school at Emory University, and after graduating in 1970, made
Dekalb County his home.
Seeliger first joined the judiciary by defeating Judge Oscar Mitchell, who had jailed Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr. on a traffic violation several years prior. According to Seeliger, Judge Mitchell also abused one of Seeliger’s
clients and as a result, Seeliger decided to run against him. Seeliger won the election, and his first act was to
hire Nesby Thomas, the first African-American employee in the State court, and perhaps in the courthouse,
to be his bailiff. Seeliger was painfully aware that there was no representation of African-Americans in the
courthouse, and he acted to right this injustice. He eliminated the Confederate flag still hanging in his courtroom, an action that garnered a local uproar and national attention. After serving as a state court judge in
Dekalb County for three years in the early 1980’s, he was elected to the superior court. Seeliger has served
with distinction as a judge on the Superior Court of DeKalb County since 1984.
In addition to being active in civil rights, Seeliger was a strong supporter of organizations that assist victims
of domestic violence. He served as the Chair of the DeKalb County Task Force for Domestic Violence (1993
to 1996) and Chair (1996-2002) of the Georgia Commission on Family Violence. In that role, Seeliger helped
draft laws pertaining to temporary protective orders in domestic violence cases. Seeliger was also a member
of the Board of Georgia Advocacy in DeKalb County (1974), a founding board member of the DeKalb
Volunteer Lawyers Foundation (1984), and Vice-Chair of the Gender/Racial/Ethnic Fairness Committee for
the Judicial Council of Georgia in 2000. In 2006, Seeliger was appointed to serve as a member on the Board
of Directors for Faith Trust Institute in Seattle, Washington, an organization dedicated to ending violence and
sexual assault within a religious context.
Seeliger has received numerous awards and recognitions. For example, in 2008, he was honored by the
Women's Resource Center with its creation of the "Clarence Seeliger Justice Award.” In 2013, Judge Seeliger
received the "Pioneer Award" from the DeKalb Bar Association for his years of service and leadership to the
DeKalb County Bench, Bar and public. In 2015, he received the "Continuing the Legacy Award," from the
DeKalb Lawyers Foundation for his leadership, service, and charitable donations. In 2017, International
Women's House presented the Hope for Tomorrow Award to Seeliger for his leadership on issues of domestic
violence.
Seeliger works to instill in the next generation of lawyers a commitment to professionalism, civility, service,
and doing justice. One of his supporters writes, “Judge Seeliger volunteers with my firm's summer program
to share his life of service and mentor our attorneys and law clerks by reminding us all that injustice in our
community, profession, and courtrooms is not that distant a memory and, more importantly, that the work
must continue.”
Seeliger is a member of Christ Episcopal Church in Norcross, and teaches both adult and high school Sunday
school classes.
Seeliger has been married to Gwen Hagler Seeliger for 49 years. He and his wife have 2 daughters, and 3
grandchildren.

PROGRAMME
Saturday, March 9, 2019 | 7:00 PM - 9:15 PM
Georgia State University Student Center East First Floor Ballroom
MASTER AND MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Joshua I. Bosin and Racquel V. McGee
MUSICAL PRELUDE

Korean American Saxophone Ensemble

Buffet Dinner Service | 6:30 PM – 7:00 PM
Table Centerpieces were the inspiration of Judge Susan Edlein and the foodstuffs
in the baskets on your tables will be donated to the Atlanta Community Food Bank.
CALL TO ORDER
PROCESSIONAL TO MARIAH CAREY’S “HERO”
(Instrumental)
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF MASTER
AND MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Karlise Y. Grier, Executive Director, Chief
Justice’s Commission on Professionalism
Norman Lewis Barnett
ADA, Cobb County District Attorney’s Office
Professor Tanya M. Washington
The Ronald J. Freeman Black Law Students
Association and the Georgia State University
College of Law

MUSICAL INVOCATION – THE PRAYER

Kevin C. Wilson
Law Clerk, Supreme Court of Georgia
Abbey Martin
Corporate Counsel, GSMA Ltd.
Norman Lewis Barnett

REMARKS (1 MINUTE EACH)

The Honorable Kenneth B. Hodges III
President, State Bar of Georgia
The Honorable Rizza O'Connor
President, Young Lawyers Division,
State Bar of Georgia

INTRODUCTION OF CHIEF JUSTICE
HAROLD D. MELTON
REMARKS AND SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

Terrance Pryor, Vice President, GSU BLSA
Chief Justice Harold D. Melton

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE – SEASONS OF LOVE

The Atlanta Bar Association Bard Show
Performers

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS
DISTRICT AWARDS
Judicial District 1
Judicial District 2
Judicial District 3
Judicial District 4
Judicial District 5
Judicial District 7
Judicial District 9
Judicial District 10

MR. ROBERT F. MIKELL, Statesboro
MR. CHRISTOPHER S. COHILAS, Albany
MS. CHRISTINA L. FOLSOM, Valdosta
MS. CHERYL L. MILTON, Macon
THE HONORABLE CLARENCE F. SEELIGER, Decatur
MR. GORDON L. JOYNER, Atlanta
MS. DEEPA SUBRAMANIAN, Atlanta
MS. STEPHANIE L. STEELE, Marietta
MS. JULIA K. GREENE, Gainesville
MS. REGINA M. QUICK, Athens

LIFETIME AWARD AWARDS
MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
WILLIE J. LOVETT, JR. - Open Your Eyes, You
Can Fly by Lizz Wright

Vonciel T. Bryant
Juris Doctor Candidate, Summer 2019
Georgia State University College of Law
Black Law Students Association Parliamentarian
Truancy Intervention Project Extern

THE HONORABLE WILLIE J. LOVETT, JR., Atlanta
(presented posthumously to Mrs. Seletha R. Butler)
MUSICAL TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE P.
HARRIS HINES – Annie’s Song by John Denver
and You’re In My Heart by Rod Stewart
Refrain Only

Patricia K. Buonodono, JD, CWLS
Attorney, Meriwether & Tharp, LLC and
Brad Ketch, KnightSong

THE HONORABLE P. HARRIS HINES, Marietta
(presented posthumously to Mrs. Helen Hines)
CHAMPAGNE TOAST

Joshua I. Bosin

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Karlise Y. Grier

DANCE PERFORMANCE TO CELEBRATION BY
KOOL & THE GANG

Always Wanted to Dance

Dessert/Coffee and Dancing | 9:30 PM – 11:00 PM
Music by Specific Deviations Band

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MR. GORDON L. JOYNER

Attorney and Counselor At Law
The Law Offices Of Gordon L. Joyner | Atlanta, Georgia
Gordon Lane “Jack” Joyner has a distinguished career that spans more than four decades. He
has been a stalwart advocate for the civil rights of all people and has served his community
through the political process.
Joyner was appointed in the administrations of Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan
as Director of HUD’s National Office of Fair Housing Enforcement. In that position, Joyner
helped coordinate the federal government's nationwide effort to combat housing discrimination and he was a member of the White House Task Force on Fair Housing Legislation. He also served a record tenure
under appointment by three successive Georgia Governors as Executive Director and Administrator of the State of
Georgia’s Civil Rights Department – the Georgia Commission on Equal Opportunity.
Joyner’s beginnings were humble. He was born and raised in Fort Valley, Peach County, Georgia, where he grew up on
a farm on a dirt road. As a 16-year-old student, along with a small, courageous group of other black students, he initiated the local Civil Rights Movement by integrating the public school system. Thereafter, Joyner turned down a full
scholarship to Yale University to go where Martin Luther King, Jr. went -- Morehouse College -- where he graduated
as Salutatorian, Summa Cum Laude, and Phi Beta Kappa.
Joyner received his J.D. from Harvard Law School and also matriculated at the University of Ibadan in Nigeria and at
Germany’s University of Bonn. After graduating from law school, Joyner became an associate in the Atlanta office of
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton.
Joyner served as a Judge on the Atlanta Municipal Court under appointment by Mayor Andrew Young. Joyner then
won four consecutive elections to the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, including countywide. While a member
of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, Joyner authored and secured the passage of the first local government
civil rights law in the history of Georgia - Fulton County's Fair Housing Ordinance. In recognition of his service,
Fulton County named a bridge in downtown Atlanta in his honor. While in his State position, Joyner also coordinated
and hosted the historic Inaugural Joint Conference of the National Association of Human Rights Workers and the
International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies.
Throughout his distinguished career, Joyner has always found time to give back to the youth of the community. He has
served as a Visiting Professor at Morehouse College and has been a speaker at numerous colleges and universities,
including Spelman College, the Harvard University School of Government, and Yale Law School. Furthermore, he has
mentored numerous young people through his affiliation with Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity.
At Morehouse, Joyner developed and taught a course on federal civil rights laws and enforcement, and was voted
"Teacher of the Year.” In 2018, his alma mater, Morehouse College, named the Student Lounge in its Leadership
Center in his honor.
Joyner is a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church. He previously served on the Trustee Board and as President of the
Senior Usher Board of Friendship Baptist Church, on the Executive Board of the Atlanta NAACP, the Center for the
Visually Impaired, the Governor's Commission on Local Governance, the YMCA, the Morehouse College President's
Council, the Family Advisory Committee of the Atlanta History Center, the Governor's Georgia Diversity Advisory
Council, and as Chair of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive Task Force.
As an attorney, Joyner has won several precedent-setting cases in Georgia courts. For example, in 1990, Joyner successfully represented an African-American husband and wife in a case of first impression under the then newly-enacted Fair
Housing Amendments Act of 1988, Herrens v. Blackwell, 908 F.2d 864 (11th Cir. 1990).
Joyner now has returned to law practice full-time at the Law Offices of Gordon L. Joyner where he specializes in civil
rights (including housing and employment discrimination), voting rights and elections law, major personal injury, workers compensation, business and corporate litigation, and providing legal assistance to students.
Joyner is the proud father of his adult daughter Ashley and son Shannon, and is the doting “Papa J” to his two year-old
granddaughter.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MS. DEEPA SUBRAMANIAN

Shareholder, Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
Atlanta, Georgia

Deepa Subramanian earned her Bachelor’s degree from Emory University in 2005, and in
2008, earned her law degree from Vanderbilt University School of Law. In law school, Subramanian clerked for the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
(UNICTR), spending her 3L Fall semester (2007) in Arusha, Tanzania assisting judges presiding over the cases of those accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity as a result of the
1994 Rwandan genocide.
Subramanian has a strong passion for using her legal skills to help others. Through her work with the Georgia Asylum
and Immigration Network (GAIN) and Tapestri (and with the assistance of Ogletree immigration attorneys), Subramanian helped a woman attain legal status in the United States after being brought here from Mexico via "coyote" as a
young teenager. Due to Subramanian's tireless work, the client was granted legal immigration status in the U.S. in 2014.
Subramanian also assisted with a VAWA application for a domestic violence survivor from Ghana.
Subramanian is an active member of the Young Lawyers Division Community Service Committee and was Co-Chair
of the committee from 2012 – 2014.
Subramanian has been involved with CARE, an international organization that focuses on improving the lives of
women and girls, for years and, from 2015-2017, was the Co-Chair of the Young Professionals for CARE - Atlanta. In
that role, she organized fundraising events and educational events to spread the word about CARE and its work.
Subramanian served as co-President of the South Asian Bar Association of Georgia from 2016-2018. She now remains
an active member and is assisting with planning the national convention that will be held in Atlanta in June 2019.
Currently, Subramanian regularly performs pro bono legal work for non-profit organizations through the Pro Bono
Partnership of Atlanta. She has performed free legal services for at least seven different organizations over the past
several years: revising handbooks, reviewing and advising on FLSA job classifications and background check procedures
for employees.
For more than five years, Subramanian has been her firm’s captain for the annual Legal Food Frenzy food drive for the
Georgia Food Bank Association, which collects food and money, for the Atlanta Community Food Bank, among other
food banks. Subramanian was the co-chair of the first Food Frenzy drive, which has raised over $1.5 million since its
inception. In addition to her work with various food drives, Subramanian also personally collects donations and acts as
her firm’s captain in support of the Young Lawyers Division's Suits and Cell Phones drive.
Since 2011, Subramanian has been involved with the Atlanta Junior League. Once a week for 4 years, Subramanian has been
volunteering at the Grady Hospital NICU: holding babies, changing diapers, checking temperatures, and helping nurses.
When possible, she participates in various volunteer and fundraising events around town — for example, raising money and
walking in a Suicide Awareness walk in late 2018 and volunteering at MedShare in February 2019.
As a result of her hard work, Subramanian has acquired a number of honors, including being named a Super Lawyers
Georgia Rising Star (2016-2018); being named a South Asian Bar Association of North America’s 2017 Rising Star;
and receiving the Outstanding Service to the Public Award from the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia ( June 2012).
Since 2010, Subramanian has been employed as an employment defense attorney at Ogletree Deakins. In 2018, Subramanian was elected as a shareholder at Ogletree Deakins. She represents employers in all aspects of employment law,
including employment litigation and counseling. She handles single plaintiff and multi-plaintiff matters for large,
multi-state and multi-national companies as well as smaller, single-location companies. Subramanian advises and
defends clients in federal and state employment-related lawsuits, including actions alleging discrimination, harassment,
retaliation, violations of wage and hour law, and breach of contract.
Subramanian got engaged in December of 2018 and looks forward to planning a wedding and buying a home with her
fiancée this year.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MS. STEPHANIE L. STEELE
Founder, Steele Law Firm
Marietta, Georgia

Stephanie L. Steele earned her bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, from Mercer University in 2001, and her law degree from the University of Georgia School of Law in
2004. After graduation, she moved to Marietta, where she clerked for the Hon. Beverly
Collins, at the State Court of Cobb County. She quickly became involved in serving
her community.
For example, Steele has been an active committee member and has served as a team captain for the Cobb County
Bar Association’s Sleighbells on the Square 5K for a number of years. Sleighbells on the Square is an annual
Peachtree qualifying race which raises money for the Cobb County Bar Association’s Children’s Emergency
Fund. The Children’s Emergency Fund provides one-time grants to families with children in Cobb County
schools who are in emergency situations. For example, the funds have paid gas bills to prevent heat being turned
off in the winter after the sole income-earner was unexpectedly laid off from work; they have paid for car repairs
so that a single parent could get to and from work; and the Children’s Emergency Fund has paid for eyeglasses
for a student whose grandmother and caregiver was on a fixed income and unable to afford them.
Steele also serves as a healing minister in her church, conducting and assisting in healing services several times
a month, in addition to providing pastoral care to those who request it, whether they are at home, in hospital,
or at a coffee shop.
Steele has also volunteered with Marietta Tree Keepers, a non-profit organization dedicated to planting,
preserving and protecting trees in and around the city of Marietta, from 2012 through 2017. Steele joined the
Marietta Tree Keepers board of directors in April 2013 and helped the non-profit to meet its annual goals of
planting approximately 10 to 30 trees once per month during the months of November through May. From
2016-2017, after being unanimously elected, Steele served as the Board Chair for Marietta Tree Keepers.
Holly Walquist, a Founding Member and fellow Board Member of Marietta Tree Keepers, wrote Steele’s
“leadership style made all members and volunteers feel welcome. . . . We could not have completed our goals
without her desire to help our community and for that we are very thankful.”
As a member of the Cobb Chamber of Commerce Leadership Cobb 2017 class, she served in several volunteer roles. One role in particular was her service to Aloha of Aging where she, along with others in her class,
developed a marketing strategy which included print, social, and video media, along with market testing.
Steele also played a key role in the 2018 Northwest Georgia American Heart Association Walk. She served
on the Community Executive Leadership team where she was instrumental in raising funds and inspiring
community members to walk to build a culture of healthy living. One endorser wrote Steele works to improve
the lives of Cobb's citizens and she steps up to assist without hesitation whenever she is asked to do so.
Despite a having a heavy caseload, Steele has also demonstrated volunteer and servant leadership within bar
associations. She has served as a member of the Cobb Bar Association's Board of Trustees since 2011. She
is the incoming Cobb Bar President-Elect for 2019-2020. She has also served on the Cobb Bar Association’s
Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee. At the State Bar of Georgia, she is a member of the Suicide Prevention and Awareness Committee and SOLACE Committees.
Since 2006, Steele's legal experience has been in family and probate law. She now practices at Steele Law
Firm in Marietta, which she founded.
Her great loves in life are her friends, her dog and international travel.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
MS. JULIA K. GREENE
Assistant District Attorney
Northeastern Judicial Circuit
District Attorney’s Office | Gainesville, Georgia
Julia K. Greene received her bachelor’s degree from Agnes Scott College in 1999. In
2005, she earned her J.D. from UGA’s Law School. Since graduating from law school,
Greene has been very active in serving her community.
Greene currently serves as the President-Elect of the Board of Directors for the Quinlan Visual Arts Center. During this past year she served as Chair of the Governance
Committee and updated all aspects of Quinlan’s bylaws and policies. Because of Greene’s excellent work on
Quinlan’s Bylaws, she is now working on the Gainesville-Hall 96 (Lake Lanier Olympic Park) bylaws!
Greene has also been very active with the Gainesville-Hall County Junior League for many years. She served
in numerous leadership positions, before rising to the office of President. Along the way, Greene worked on
projects, such as providing food to children who went hungry when they were not at school. One lasting
impact that Greene has had on the community was leading the vision to purchase a building for the Junior
League of Gainesville-Hall County, says one of her endorsers. Greene spent countless hours negotiating the
purchase of a building that would meet the League’s current needs and that would also allow the League to
grow and expand its vision of serving women and children.
Greene was a founding member of the Women's Giving Circle of North Georgia, a volunteer organization
that provides grants to promote equality for women and girls. Additionally, she has been very involved with
Women Source, a volunteer "think tank" of women who seek to educate women in the community on important issues. Greene is also active in her church, Grace Episcopal Church of Gainesville and has served on its
vestry, which is the leadership group that supports the life of the parish through the oversight of finances,
stewardship, endowment, campus development, and facility maintenance and responsibilities.
Greene’s additional community volunteer activities have included the AIDS Alliance, the Northeast Georgia
Speech Center, Hall County Habitat for Humanity Women's Build, the Agnes Scott College Alumnae Board,
the Lakeview Academy Alumni Board, and the ITN Lanier Board, and the Dekalb Rape Crisis Center.
One of Greene’s endorsers writes: “I have seen [Greene] take leadership roles and dedicate countless hours to
achieving the goals set by community agencies and groups. If she commits to a board or project, she sees it
through to the end. . . . Her knowledge of the needs and assets of Gainesville have uniquely qualified her to
identify issues and rally resources to solve problems.” Another of Greene’s supporters says: “Julia has a heart
for service. . . As she sees a need or has an idea to help others, she pursues it with pure determination. Our
community, along with her friends and family, are so much better because of Julia. By her example, she calls us
to expand our idea of service into something much greater. Her influence will continue to impact those in our
community for generations to come.”
After graduating from law school, Greene served for 8 years as Staff Attorney to the Honorable Kathlene F.
Gosselin in the Northeastern Judicial Circuit Superior Court. She then went into private practice with Stewart, Melvin and Frost where she led the firm’s successful effort to collect donations for the Georgia Mountain
Food Bank, which serves Dawson, Forsyth, Hall, Lumpkin and Union counties. Since December 2016,
Greene has served as Assistant District Attorney in the juvenile court system for the Northeastern Judicial
Circuit District Attorney’s Office.
Greene is an member of the Gainesville-Hall County Bar Association, and she has been very active, serving
in leadership positions such as Secretary/Treasurer in the Wycliffe Orr Inn of Court. She was a member of
the Leadership Hall County Class of 2008-2009.
Greene dedicates the award to her dad’s memory, as he was “my first and strongest example of servant leadership.”

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

MS. REGINA M. QUICK

General Counsel to Lt. Governor Geoff Duncan
Athens, Georgia

Regina M. Quick has enjoyed a distinguished career as an attorney, judge and legislator.
After graduating from Auburn University with highest honor in Public Administration in June 1984, she then received a Juris Doctorate cum laude from the University of
Georgia (“UGA”) Law School in 1987. Although she has served in many capacities
since then, her diligent efforts to create opportunities for attorneys to provide pro bono
services are nothing short of remarkable.
Quick was sworn in as Superior Court Judge in October 2017 and served until December 2018. Quick
immediately made an impact in the Western Judicial Circuit by initiating a variety of efforts to improve
access to justice for unrepresented litigants in Athens. According to one of her endorsers, Quick “has done
more to increase access to justice and foster pro bono in one year than many lawyers do in a lifetime.” One
of Quick's most impressive feats and contributions to the community was spearheading the Athens Access
to Justice (AATJ) initiative. As a result, forms and basic information are now readily available throughout
the community, a Self-Represented Litigant Center operates from the Athens-Clarke County Courthouse
weekly and self-represented family law cases are consolidated and managed in a single docket. Through her
efforts and those of the Western Circuit Bar Association and the UGA Law School, "pop-up" clinics were
organized which are held once a month on Saturday morning from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. At the clinics, volunteer
lawyers, paralegals and law student “helpers” provide pro bono legal assistance to individuals in need. The
"pop-up" clinics are held monthly at community centers and churches near low-income and underserved
areas of Athens with the support of the Western Circuit Bar Association Family Law Section. The clinics
average over 40 visitors and involve an average of 25 attorney volunteers each month. The most recent clinic
in February 2019 resulted in 75 consultations. Local judges and elected officials participate monthly to
explain the workings of the court and local and state government to those waiting which, in turn, increase the
number of attorney volunteers. These community-wide efforts came about because of Quick's leadership and
determination. “She was the spark that brought these efforts to fruition and as a result, hundreds of lowincome residents have had access to help[,]” says one endorser.
From 2012 to 2017, Quick served as a State Representative for House District 117. One endorser writes: “As
a legislator, [Quick] worked for the betterment of her constituents and the State of Georgia by considering
bills on their merits and not political popularity or partisanship. Many of Quick’s colleagues from both parties
often sought her advice as a sounding board regarding a bill's wording and true effect if passed in to law. In
connection with her role as a legislator, she was always happy to take the time to speak with groups about the
role of government and how it worked. Quick took the time as a legislator and busy attorney to come and
speak with local groups such as Girl Scout troops to assist the girls working to earn their Inside Government
badge.” While in the Georgia House of Representatives, Quick served on and provided leadership for a
number of Committees, including Juvenile Justice (Vice-Chair-2017) Agriculture, State Planning and Community Affairs (Secretary-2017), Appropriations - Health (Vice-Chair-2017), and Judiciary Non-Civil.
In addition to her government service, Quick served on non-profit boards including the Board of Directors
of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Athens, Inc. (2001-2004, Vice-President 2002) and the Board of Directors of
Children's First, Inc., formerly Athens-Oconee CASA, Inc., (2006-2010). Quick has also contributed countless hours to the State Bar Family Law Section, as member, lecturer and former Chair. She enjoys a statewide reputation as an expert in family law, particularly the intricacies of the child support worksheets. She
unselfishly shares her knowledge by teaching lawyers and judges and has authored a number of published
articles.
In 2019, Quick returned to private practice and presently serves as General Counsel to Lt. Governor Geoff Duncan.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
THE HONORABLE WILLIE J. LOVETT, JR.

Judge, Fulton County Juvenile Court | Atlanta, Georgia
MARCH 22, 1963 – JANUARY 30, 2017

Before his untimely death at age 53 on January 30, 2017, Judge Willie J. Lovett, Jr.’s
legal career spanned 25+ years. A long-time advocate for children and youth, he was
appointed as a Presiding Judge of the Fulton County Juvenile Court in Fulton County,
Georgia, in May of 2013. Children in his court often referred to him as the “bow-tie
Judge.” The late Chief Justice P. Harris Hines said shortly after Lovett’s death: “Willie found his calling as a
Juvenile Court Judge. He had a special place in his heart to help people—especially children. He always
looked, and generally found, the good in people. He had a manner that made both children and parents feel
good about themselves and encouraged them to do the right things.”
In 1985, Lovett earned his Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, cum laude with Distinction from Yale University. In
1988, Lovett earned his Juris Doctorate from Harvard Law School, where he served as a Comments Editor
on the Harvard Civil Rights - Civil Liberties Law Review. In 1991, he earned his Master of Laws in Litigation from Emory Law School. Lovett was passionate about learning, championing the well being of children
and youth, and improving juvenile justice. In January 2013, although it was not required for his job at the time
as the Director of the Fulton County Child Attorney’s Office, Lovett completed a rigorous application process
and took a tough national exam to become certified by the National Association of Counsel for Children
(NACC) as a Child Welfare Law Specialist (CWLS). As he explained to others, he desired the CWLS certification to serve as a role model for other attorneys in his office and encourage them to do the same.
Away from the bench, Lovett was known for his willingness to use his intellect to work with others to tackle the
complex problems of children. For example, at the time of his death, Lovett was working with the Robert F.
Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile Justice on initiatives involving Dual Status Youth (children who
were involved with both the dependency and delinquency components of the juvenile justice system). He was
also an active member of the Executive Committee of the Child Protection and Advocacy Section of the State
Bar of Georgia. On January 26, 2017, four days prior to his death, Lovett gave a presentation on professionalism
at the Section’s annual CLE. Lovett also participated in national trainings on issues involving children and youth.
In August 2016, Lovett presented at an NACC conference on Georgia’s Cold Case Project, educating attorneys
from around the country about Georgia’s innovative initiative to assist children in danger of aging out of foster
care at 18 without a permanent home. One particular passion of Lovett’s was educating judges, attorneys and the
community at large about human trafficking. Lovett became an expert on the subject and spent countless hours
helping others to understand that child “prostitutes” are victims of human trafficking and not criminals.
Although Lovett spent many of his hours off of the bench working to improve the juvenile justice system – which
addresses problems on the “back end” – he also devoted a tremendous amount of time pouring into youth on the
“front end.” For example, Lovett was incredibly supportive of the Justice Benham Law Camp, a three-week
summer program established in 2007 and designed to expose minority high school students in the Atlanta area to
the field of law. Lovett’s level of commitment and support as an internship host for the Justice Benham Law Camp
was second to none recalled Harold Franklin who worked with him on the project. “He willingly took on more
than the normal number of interns. He went out of his way to utilize all the resources at his disposal to meet the
need when there were not enough internship hosts. He provided mentoring and meaningful experiences to the
students, taking the time to talk with them about their goals and dreams and about his career path and the
obstacles he overcame. In addition to hosting interns, he welcomed the entire class of students to his courtroom to
observe hearings and the real challenges facing many young people in the juvenile court system.”

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
THE HONORABLE WILLIE J. LOVETT, JR.

Judge, Fulton County Juvenile Court | Atlanta, Georgia
MARCH 22, 1963 – JANUARY 30, 2017

(Con’t)
Lovett also helped the students in his community. Lovett served as Chair of the Board of Directors of Chattahoochee Hills Charter School from 2012-2015, and as the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors from 20102012. A tribute to Lovett in the school’s January 2018 newsletter states: “He was a servant leader who always
put the interest of others, particularly the children’s, first in order to promote positive change and lead this
school towards achieving the highest level of academic excellence.” In honor of Lovett’s contributions to the
school, Chattahoochee Hills Charter School broke ground in January 2018 on a new building named for
Lovett, which houses eight classrooms, a multi-purpose gathering space, two science labs, administrative
offices, meeting space and an outdoor covered court.
Lovett was a faithful and committed founding member of Impact Church in East Point, Georgia. After his
death, the church and his family established the Judge Willie J. Lovett, Jr. Impact Gives Back Scholarship
Program to carry forth the legacy of his life and work. Prior to his death, at Impact, Lovett served on the
Leadership Team, the Finance Team, Men of Impact, the Count Team, and led several Connection Groups.
He also provided his wisdom and support to Impact Gives Back. In 2013, he volunteered for an Impact
Church mission trip to Haiti. He was instrumental in coordinating a Juvenile Gang Summit hosted by Impact
Church. This Summit included deep conversations between youth, parents and Fulton County court representatives. Lovett, an avid gardener, also provided care and flowers to Impact's properties at Impact on Sylvan and
Impact on Main. Because of his passion for gardening and work to maintain those areas, Impact dedicated the
garden area at Impact on Sylvan, naming it The Honorable Willie J. Lovett, Jr. Memorial Garden.
One of Lovett’s colleagues, Melissa D. Carter, remembered Lovett as follows: “Just like he cultivated beautiful
and bountiful gardens, Willie nurtured people. His warm smile unfailingly accompanied his every greeting,
and he had that special quality that made a person feel known to him even at the first introduction.”
Lovett also engaged in numerous other community and bar association activities. In 2010, Lovett was the Chairman of the Board of Directors for the Gate City Bar Foundation, Inc., which raises money to provide scholarships to minority students who attend Georgia law schools or who reside in Georgia and attend law school outof-state. Lovett also served as the 2009 President of the Gate City Bar Association and served on the Gate City
Bar Association Executive Board, Member at Large and on the Judicial Section Board. Lovett was a member at
Large for the Judicial Section Executive Committee (2015), and a member of the Board of Directors for the
Atlanta Bar Association (2009) and a member of the Board of Directors for the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers
Foundation (2009). One endorser recalls, “Outside the courtroom, he reached out through small actions with real
impacts; for instance, he would routinely save soap, shampoo, and other toiletries from his hotel stays to give to
homeless people.” Another endorser stated, “Willie’s life epitomized community service.”
Lovett was married to Seletha R. Butler for fourteen years. A native of Savannah, Georgia and one of eight
children, Lovett had a passion for travel, golf, gardening, recycling, sports, and cooking. Lovett is remembered
for his affable personality, his compassion, encouraging outlook, his many “favorite” quotes, and his superb
problem-solving skills.

JUSTICE ROBERT BENHAM AWARDS
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
THE HONORABLE P. HARRIS HINES

Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia (Retired) | Marietta, Georgia
SEPTEMBER 6, 1943 -NOVEMBER 4, 2018

The late Justice P. Harris Hines was well known for his role as the former Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Georgia, but for those lucky enough to be acquainted personally with him, he was also known for treating everyone with courtesy, warmth and
respect. He tragically died in a traffic collision on November 4, 2018, just two months
after retiring from the bench at the age of 75. He had an outstanding 50-year career as a lawyer, judge and
Justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia.
Hines was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and graduated from Henry W. Grady High School. He received both his
bachelor's degree and law degree from Emory University. Hines was appointed to the State Court of Cobb
County by Governor Jimmy Carter and was later elected to the Superior Court of the Cobb Judicial Circuit.
He was appointed to the Supreme Court on July 26, 1995, was subsequently re-elected by the voters of the
state. He had an investiture ceremony to become the Chief Justice in January 2017, and he retired from the
bench in August 2018.
Hines epitomized community service. For example, Hines was an elder in the First Presbyterian Church of
Marietta and he served his church faithfully for nearly 45 years in many roles including Clerk of Session for
1996, 1997, 2001 and 2002. In his role as Clerk of Session, Hines provided wise guidance to young elders and
inexperienced pastors alike. He helped lead the church during a difficult period for church leadership in 2002,
when a long-serving senior pastor retired. Hines’ pastor at the time of his death, Rev. Joe Evans, recalled:
“Elder Harris Hines personified the admonition in Micah 6:8, ‘to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God.’ In the midst of controversy, he showed patience, listened intently, reasoned wisely, and
judged fairly. Elder Hines offered a measured response, fair and accurate, respecting all parties, guiding with
firmness when needed. He spoke the truth in love – love of the church he faithfully served, love of each individual and their perspective, but saying and acting as the truth led him to speak and act.”
Hines was also was a member of the Kiwanis Club of Marietta for 44 years, and he served as the club’s President for the fiscal year 1983-1984. During his year as President, he spearheaded the club supporting the
Marietta High School Keywanettes in sponsoring a Halloween Party for special education children. In 1989,
Hines was elected as the Kiwanis 15th Division Lt. Governor, one of the key leadership positions in his
district since the lieutenant governor is the leader of the division. Throughout his years of service with
Kiwanis, Hines also led the club’s efforts to host a luncheon at Kennesaw College, now Kennesaw State University, for students participating in the “You and the American Economy” program, taught by Kiwanians and
college business professors. Eighty-five students from 21 high schools participated in twelve seminars for an
entire day of intensive study. In addition, Hines was behind the club now funding two scholarship programs
at Kennesaw State College and at Southern Institute of Technology.
Hines’ passion for helping youth and young people was a common theme in all that he did. Steve Tumlin, a
long-time friend and the current mayor for the City of Marietta recounted, “Our friendship began in the
1970’s as we joined with several other Cobb Countians to create a de novo Girl’s Club in Cobb. We had no
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money, no plans, no history, but a heart to develop a much needed GIRLS CLUB for Cobb and Marietta.
[We invested] [m]any sweat equity hours usually from 6 to 10 at night after a full day of work with both of us
having young wives and children waiting for us at home. GIRLS, INC. did become a viable organization and
is still located today where we first built [it].” Tumlin continued that it was not a resume item, but an effort
of service started from scratch and so typical of the dedication of Harris Hines exhibited in his selfless manner.
Tumlin also recalled Hines’ work to save a Cobb County YMCA several years ago. When Hines became
President of the Cobb County YMCA, the organization was experiencing financial instability. After many
hours and meetings, and with a commitment to success, Hines was successful in restoring the YMCA to a
point where it could again serve the community.
Justice Hines’ community service also took the form of individual mentorship. Justice Hines would often tell
the story of how he met the current Chief Justice, Harold D. Melton, when Melton was an undergraduate
student at Auburn University. At the time, Hines was a judge on Cobb’s Superior Court. After Hines’ wife
read an article in the Marietta Daily Journal about Melton, she suggested Hines reach out to Melton and
asked him to come intern for the summer. Melton has said that a superior court judge calling up an undergraduate student for an internship is still unheard of, but Melton is glad the Justice Hines took him under his
wing. After his death, many of Hines’ other former interns, now young lawyers, called staff at the Supreme
Court to tell their story about Hines writing a letter of support or making a recommendation on their behalf
to help them get an opportunity they sought. "You knew he was pulling for you," said one former intern.
Hines spent his career in public service. Hines had many roles on the Georgia Supreme Court in addition to
serving as a justice, including being the Court's liaison to the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education, the
General Assembly, and the Office of Bar Admissions. He was vice chair, then chair of the Judicial Council
and Chair of its Policy and Legislative Committee. One of Hines’ dearest passions while serving on the
Supreme Court was his service as Chair of the Supreme Court's Justice for Children Committee (“J4C”). His
leadership of J4C for 16 years was so impactful for improving the child welfare legal system that it needs
special attention. With his steady, stable and ambitious leadership, a number of projects and education initiatives were created and then became institutionalized such as (1) electronic information exchange between
DFCS and the Courts began which eventually became the Court Process Reporting System; (2) the Cold
Case Project, which includes a substantive due process review by lawyers for children with long stays in foster
care; (3) the sponsoring of over 50 Child Welfare Legal Specialists in Georgia; (4) foster parent training about
the legal system and (5) a peer review project to improve legal representation for all parties. For many years,
Hines improved the state systems designed to help children by serving as a welcome or keynote speaker, negotiator, facilitator, motivator, meeting convener and thank-you note writer. He always said he embraced this
work because he knew how lucky he was to have had such a loving childhood and wanted to give back.
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