Professor Patrick Longan
PROGRAM CHAIR
Professor Patrick Longan holds the William Augustus
Bootle Chair in Ethics and Professionalism in the Practice
of Law at Mercer University School of Law in Macon,
Georgia. Among other positions he holds, Professor
Longan is the Director of the Mercer Center for Legal
Ethics and Professionalism and a member of the Georgia
Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism. He is a
member of the State Bar of Georgia's Formal Advisory
Opinion Board and its Disciplinary Rules and Procedures
Committee and is an advisor to its Professionalism
Committee. In 2018, the Supreme Court of Georgia
appointed Professor Longan as one of twenty special masters who make findings of fact and
recommendations in disciplinary cases involving lawyers in Georgia.

Judge Tabitha Ponder
PROGRAM MODERATOR
Judge Tabitha Ponder earned a B.S. degree in Psychology
from Albany State University in 1996 and a J.D. from
Mercer University School of Law in 1999. She is a
Civil/Domestic Arbitrator and Mediator, and the Founder
/Managing Attorney of the Ponder Law Group, LLC &
Ponder-Solomon Law Group, PC, where she practices
throughout the State of Georgia.
Judge Ponder is recognized statewide for her expertise and
commitment to improving access to justice. She currently
serves as the contracted Staff Attorney for the Georgia
Judicial Council’s Access to Justice Committee under the leadership of Justice Charlie Bethel, and Judge
Ponder was recently appointed to staff the Judicial Council’s new Ad Hoc Committee on Improving
Community Access to Legal Resources. She was appointed to serve as Special Master for Cobb County
Superior Court in 2017. Judge Ponder also previously taught as an Adjunct Professor for seven years at
Albany State University.
Judge Ponder is a member of the Georgia Bar Association and Georgia Association of Black Women
Attorneys. She also serves as a Board Member of the Georgia Association of Women Lawyers as Vice
President of the Leadership Academy. Judge Ponder’s service also extends to the Cobb County Bar
Association, Gate City Bar Association, the Cobb County Branch NAACP, and Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. She was recently appointed to serve as Treasurer to Mercer’s BLSA Alumni Executive
Board, and she resides in Marietta with her family.

Justice Charles Jones (“Charlie”) Bethel
PROFESSIONALISM PRESENTER
Justice Charles Jones (“Charlie”) Bethel was appointed to
the Supreme Court of Georgia on September 4, 2018 by
Governor Nathan Deal. He previously served on the
Georgia Court of Appeals, the state’s intermediate
appellate court.
Justice Bethel was born in Athens and raised in Dalton, a
place he and his family still call home. He is a 1994
graduate of Dalton High School and earned both his
business (BBA 1998) and law (JD 2001) degrees from the
University of Georgia. At the University, he was a member
of the Arch Society, as well as several other clubs and societies, including UGA Blue Key. Justice Bethel
was recognized as the top student in the Management Department during his junior year of undergraduate
studies. While in Law School, he was an active participant in the Moot Court program where he earned
‘Best Oral Advocate’ honors at the regional level of the National Team competition.
Following his formal education, Justice Bethel served as a law clerk on the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Georgia for Justice Charles A. Pannell, Jr before returning home to Northwest
Georgia. He practiced law in Dalton with Minor Bell & Neal (now “The Minor Firm”) and spent over a
decade in the flooring industry in executive and legal capacities working for J&J Industries. Responding
to a call for public service, Justice Bethel was twice elected to serve as an Alderman for the City of Dalton.
Thereafter, he was elected four times to serve in the Georgia State Senate. In the legislature, he carried
legislation on a broad array of topics. Among the high points of his legislative service, Justice Bethel
counts his successful carriage of comprehensive juvenile justice reform legislation and autism insurance
reform (commonly referred to as “Ava’s Law”) legislation.
Justice Bethel is the recipient of several honors and recognitions associated with his public service. The
list includes multiple citations as one of the 100 Most Influential Georgians by Georgia Trend Magazine
as well as previous inclusion in their 40 Under 40. The University of Georgia Alumni Association has
also recognized Justice Bethel as a 40 Under 40 honoree.
Justice Bethel and his wife, Lynsey, have three children; Henry, Jeb, and Joanna. Lynsey earned her
Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Georgia. The Bethel family attends the First Baptist
Church of Dalton. Charlie is active in the community having served in various leadership positions with
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, United Way, and the Dalton Rotary Club among others. Justice
Bethel has served as a volunteer coach for many seasons in various youth sports for the Dalton Parks and
Recreation Department. He and Lynsey are members of the 2013 class of Leadership Georgia (widely
recognized as the “Best Class Ever”).

Judge Bill Adams
Judge Bill Adams, a Macon native, has a BBA degree from the
University of Georgia and a law degree from Mercer Law School.
He started practicing law in 1977 at Adams, Hemingway &
Hemingway, his father’s law firm, in Macon. He was an Assistant
United States Attorney in the Middle District of Georgia from
1978 to 1986. After practicing law again at his father’s law firm
from 1986 to 1998, he was elected as Judge of the State Court of
Bibb County in 1998 and served in that position from 1999 to
2017. He left the bench to become Of Counsel at the Adams Law
Firm, his son’s law firm, in July 2017. Adams is a registered
mediator and arbitrator and is on the panel at Adams ADR
Services. He is President of Middle Georgia Access to Justice Council, Inc., which is a tax-exempt nonprofit corporation started in the fall of 2018 to provide legal assistance to people who cannot afford to pay
for such assistance. Adams serves on the Access to Justice Committees for the State Bar of Georgia and
the Judicial Council of Georgia. He has also been appointed to the Judicial Council Ad Hoc Committee
on Improving Community Access to Legal Services. He is an attorney designee for the Bibb County Law
Library Board of Trustees. He was recognized as the Lawyer of the Year by the Macon Bar Association
in May 2018.

Judge Susan Eichler Edlein
Judge Susan Eichler Edlein is the Chief Judge of Fulton County State
Court. She first took the bench in 2008. In 2013, the Georgia
Association for Women Lawyers (GAWL) awarded Edlein its
highest honor, the Kathleen Kessler Award, which is given to a
female attorney who exhibits the highest degree of professionalism
and dedication to service in the legal community. Again in 2017,
GAWL awarded Edlein with the Honorable Debra Bernes
Community Volunteer Award in recognition of exceptional service
to the greater community. The Atlanta Bar Association honored
Edlein as the recipient of its “Professionalism Award” in 2012.
In 2009, The Fulton County Daily Report identified Edlein as one of twelve Georgia attorneys “On the Rise.”
Before taking the bench, Edlein’s proficiency in the law previously earned her recognition as a “Legal Eagle”
by Atlanta Women's Magazine, a “Rising Star” by Georgia Super Lawyers and one of Georgia’s “Legal Elite”
by Georgia Trend Magazine. Edlein is a 2013 graduate of Leadership Atlanta. She is also a graduate of both
the Regional Leadership Institute and Commercial Real Estate Women’s Leadership Program.
Before taking the bench, Edlein was a litigation partner in Holland & Knight's Atlanta office, where she was
co-chair of the national Real Estate Litigation Team and the Atlanta coordinator for the Women's Initiative
program, which is part of the firm's commitment to diversity. Edlein was one of five women selected to
participate in Holland & Knight's 2006 "Rising Stars" program, a firm-wide leadership and management
program.
After taking the bench, Judge Edlein has remained an active volunteer and speaker in the community. She is
a frequent speaker at CLEs and is involved in bar leadership. Edlein is a member of the Board of Governors
for the State Bar of Georgia and is the immediate past president of the Emory Inn of Court. Edlein is the
incoming President of the Lawyer’s Club. Edlein served as Chair of the Judiciary Section of the State Bar of
Georgia during 2011-2012. She also serves as the Council of State Court Judges representative on the Chief
Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, where she chairs the Grants Committee.
With the Atlanta Bar, Edlein has served as Chair of the Celebrating Service Committee and on the Reputation
and Public Trust Committee, and as a Board Member of the Public Interest Law Section. She is a prior chair
of the Judicial Section and is a current board member of the Litigation Section.
Judge Edlein grew up in Atlanta and attended Henderson High School in Dekalb County. She participated in
the Honors Program at UNC-Chapel Hill, and graduated with a BA in Political Science. Edlein attended law
school at the University of Virginia, where she was a semifinalist in the William Minor Lile Moot Court
competition and Articles Editor of the Journal of Law and Politics.
Edlein has been married to her husband Scott for nearly 30 years and is the proud mother of three teenagers.
She is an active volunteer in the community and with her children’s schools, as well as the Temple, where she
previously served on the Religious School Committee and as chair of its B’Nei Mitzvah subcommittee.

James B. Ellington
James B. Ellington is a partner with Hull Barrett, PC in Augusta.
He practices in the area of general civil litigation with an emphasis
in employment litigation, governmental liability and public
employment litigation, civil rights litigation, and media and
communications law.
Mr. Ellington has been a trial attorney since 1988, following a
judicial clerkship with the Honorable Dudley H. Bowen, Jr.,
United States District Judge for the Southern District of Georgia.
He has tried cases in federal and state courts in the areas of
employment discrimination, liability under the Fair Labor
Standards Act, civil rights, defamation, invasion of privacy, media access, and products liability. He also
has extensive federal and state appellate experience in these areas and others.
Mr. Ellington is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, the American Bar Association, and the Augusta
Bar Association, where he has served as Treasurer and a member of the Executive Committee. He has
served as Chair of the State Bar’s Formal Opinion Advisory Board, as Chair of the State Bar’s Disciplinary
Review Panel, and as a Special Master appointed by the Georgia Supreme Court to hear matters of attorney
discipline.
Mr. Ellington has been recognized by the Best Lawyers in America in the areas of Employment Law –
Management, Litigation – First Amendment, and Litigation – Labor and Employment. He has also been
recognized by Georgia’s Super Lawyers in the area of employment and labor law and is AV rated by
Martindale-Hubbell. He is a Senior Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America.
Mr. Ellington earned his A.B., summa cum laude, in 1984 from the University of Georgia, where he was
first honor graduate and a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his J.D., magna cum laude, in 1987
from the University of Georgia School of Law, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif and was
Executive Research Editor of The Georgia Law Review.

Allen Garrett
Allen Garrett has significant experience in complex commercial
litigation, arbitration, and appellate matters. Substantive areas of
experience include antitrust and trade regulation, commercial
contract disputes, consumer class actions (including "no injury" class
actions), commercial insurance coverage disputes, construction
disputes, data breach class actions, enforcement of restrictive
covenants, products liability, toxic torts, and trade secret litigation.
His trial level experiences include state and federal court actions in
numerous jurisdictions, actions consolidated for pretrial proceedings
by the Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation, and domestic and
international construction arbitrations involving hydroelectric,
nuclear, and solar power plants. In recent years, Mr. Garrett has litigated a number of cutting-edge issues in
connection with state consumer fraud statutes, federal jurisdictional disputes, and the intersection of arbitration
and litigation.
Mr. Garrett has litigated matters involving consumer protection statutes of numerous states, including several
multidistrict cases, and has specific expertise regarding California's consumer protection laws. In addition to
consumer fraud class action, he has defended numerous putative class actions and other multi-claimant actions
brought by businesses, including efforts by franchisees to assert claims on a multi-claimant basis. He has also
counseled clients regarding the drafting and enforcement of arbitration agreements, class-action waivers, and
other provisions that increase the likelihood of defeating class certification.
Mr. Garrett has extensive appellate litigation experience. In addition to briefing appeals to the United States
Supreme Court and numerous state and federal appellate courts, he has argued a number of appeals and
provided advice in connection with countless others. Mr. Garrett frequently has lectured on appellate briefing
issues and has been a member of the Eleventh Circuit Appellate Practice Institute panel on the topic of "Writing
the Winning Brief." His appellate brief-writing skills have been praised by professional appellate consultants.
Mr. Garrett also has participated in significant pro bono matters at both the trial and appellate level, including
in recent proceedings before the United States Supreme Court and the Georgia Supreme Court. As a result of
his continuing commitment to pro bono matters he received the firm's Managing Partners' Pro Bono Award in
2007 and 2011, the firm’s Justice Award in 2017, and the H. Sol Clark Award from the Georgia State Bar in
2018. He currently serves as the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors for the Southern Center for Human
Rights.
Mr. Garrett was recognized by The Best Lawyers in America® in 2021 and the four years immediately
preceding for Appellate Law. In 2012, he was recognized by Legal 500 US in the area of Trade Secrets
Litigation. Mr. Garrett has been recognized as one of Georgia Trend's 2012 “Legal Elite” for Appellate
Law. He received a Lexology Client Choice Award USA & Canada 2013, as the exclusive winner in the
litigation category for Georgia.

Elizabeth M. Grant
Elizabeth M. Grant is a Clinical Assistant Professor at the
University of Georgia School of Law, where she directs the Civil
Externship Program and the Public Interest Practicum. The
Practicum is a poverty-law clinic in which students give limitedscope, self-help advice on civil legal questions for people who
lack access to other legal services. Professor Grant previously
worked at the law school as the interim director of the Family
Justice Clinic, as an adjunct instructor for the summer externship
course, and as a mock trial coach.
As part of community outreach with the Public Interest Practicum, Professor Grant works with the Athens
Access to Justice Initiative to organize pro bono pop-up legal clinics, which were moved online in 2020
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. She also worked with the Athens-Clarke County Solicitor-General and the
Georgia Justice Project to bring arrest record restriction summits to Athens, and six such events have
occurred in Athens since 2018. Professor Grant has co-hosted several online help-a-thons at the law school
with Family Justice Clinic Director Christine Scartz. At these help-a-thons, law clinic students work with
members of the State Bar’s Access to Justice Committee to answer questions posted at
Georgia.FreeLegalAnswers.org, an ABA sponsored virtual platform for pro bono legal advice.
Before joining the law school’s faculty, Professor Grant had her own solo law practice specializing in
criminal defense and juvenile law in Athens and Northeast Georgia. Previously, she was a public defender
in the Western Judicial Circuit, and she was the Chief Assistant Solicitor-General for Athens-Clarke
County. She began her legal career as a staff attorney with the Prisoner Legal Counseling Project,
providing advice to Georgia inmates on a variety of civil and criminal legal matters, and representing
some inmates in post-conviction proceedings.
Professor Grant earned her bachelor’s degree in history from Northwestern University and her law degree
from the University of Georgia.

LaRhonda R. Nicks
LaRhonda R. Nicks is the founder and managing partner of the
Law Firm of L.R.Nicks, LLC. LaRhonda Nicks is a God Fearing,
first-generation college graduate, attorney and proud American
Descendant of Slaves. Founded on the principles of providing
fierce advocacy on behalf of her community, the Law Firm of L.R.
Nicks, LLC was born on the principal bedrock of community first.
To this means, Attorney Nicks aims to serve her community
within and external to the practice of law.
Attorney Nicks is distinguished in that she has never worked for
another law firm or attorney prior to hanging her own shingle. Attorney Nicks does not perceive this as a
weakness, but a blessing. She is able to architect a vision for her firm and help contribute to the needs of
her community with fresh eyes, autonomy and unapologetically. Living within and coming from a family
of common people, Attorney Nicks is a mother, wife and common person first. She identifies and connects
with the commoners, and believes that the practice of law, the education of law, coupled with
entrepreneurship and strength of connection, are powerful tools that our communities must embrace and
employ to connect with and uplift all, including the common people.
Attorney Nicks is a proud wife to her husband Colin Nicks of 18 years and mother of five bountiful
blessings; Zay, Mont, Ziera, Zaryn and Zander. Attorney Nicks also enjoys podcasting, creating music,
learning the Bible and where she fits in it, and relearning black history and its relationship with America
since the recommencing of civil unrest stemming from the murder of Trayvon Martin. As a nontraditional student, Attorney Nicks matriculated from the University of South Florida earning her
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science and Law Degree from the Western Michigan University
Thomas M. Law School. Attorney Nicks is also an alumni of the lawyers4equal justice new attorney
incubator program, member of the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys, and has worked
with the Georgia Justice Project, 9-5 working women’s organization, the Georgia Public Defender
Council and other service-based organizations. She invites and is passionate about faith initiatives and
good community causes. Lastly and most importantly, she continues her service to her community
where she and her family are members of New Life Baptist Church, Decatur Georgia.

Aimee Pickett Sanders
Aimee Pickett Sanders is a corporate attorney representing clients
in a variety of complex commercial matters in Atlanta, GA.
Aimee’s practice includes workouts, distressed acquisitions and
dispositions, debt restructuring transactions in complex
bankruptcy cases, and commercial litigation matters. Aimee also
advises clients on asset sales, international and cross-border
insolvency, and bankruptcy-related litigation matters over a wide
variety of subjects.
Following law school, Aimee served as a law clerk to the
Honorable Marcia P. Parsons on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Sixth Circuit and the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee. While in law school, Aimee was a Southeastern
Bankruptcy Law Institute Distinguished Law Student and studied European Union law at Institut d’Études
Européennes de l’Université Libre de Bruxelles, in Brussels, Belgium. Aimee was recognized as a “Rising
Star” by Georgia Super Lawyers magazine in 2017 and 2018. She was also named among the Top 100
and Top 40 Under 40 in Business Labor & Employment Law by National Black Lawyers in 2017 and Top
100 in Bankruptcy in 2020.
Aimee is passionate about service and devotes her time and efforts to professional organizations and to
the community. She has held several leadership roles in service of the State Bar of Georgia, including:
Disciplinary Board Review Panel member; Board of Governors member, Young Lawyers Division (YLD)
director, and Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism program planner. She also currently serves
on the board of directors for the Atlanta Bar Association, Bankruptcy Section, and the Alliance Française
d'Atlanta. Aimee lives in Decatur, GA with her husband and two dogs.

Jamara “Jay” Shipp
Jamara “Jay” Shipp is the managing attorney for The Law Office
of J. Edward Shipp, LLC. His practice specializes in Felony
Criminal Defense & DUI Defense, Business Litigation & Real
Estate, and Personal Injury.
Originally from Ashburn, Georgia, a small town 35 minutes east
of Albany, Georgia, he is a 2010 graduate of Georgia State
University, where he majored in Public Policy with a
concentration in Public Management and Governance. After a
stint as an entrepreneur in the automotive field, he graduated from
the Mercer University School of Law in 2019 as a member of the Order of Barristers, a student member
of the Bootle Inn of Court, and a National Trial Council Mock Trial Coach.
Having worked as a law clerk in a plaintiff’s firm in Macon, Georgia, as a Third-Year Prosecutor in the
Macon Judicial Circuit, and having been a staff attorney for the Superior Court of Hall County, his
experience is definitely varied. However, this has allowed him to look at all avenues of an issue, to find
the best resolution for his clients. He founded The Law Office of J. Edward Shipp, LLC in January of
2020 and has been on the go since, practicing throughout the state of Georgia. He looks to help all who
call on him. He is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, the Gwinnett County Bar, the Georgia Association
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association.
When he’s not practicing law, you can find Jay somewhere in the outdoors, whether it be riding his
motorcycle, playing with his pup, hiking with his family, or somewhere volunteering his time.

