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Building 
Community 
by Enhancing 
Professionalism
A look at the law school orientations 
on professionalism.

BY KARLISE Y. GRIER

In memory of Judge Stephen Goss, whose prior years of service 

orientations. He will be remembered and is already missed.

In 1992, when the Supreme Court of 
Georgia adopted an Order setting forth 
an Aspirational Statement on Profes-
sionalism, it wrote: “The Court feels that 
enhancement of professionalism can be 
best brought about by the cooperative ef-
forts of the organized bar, the courts, and 
the law schools with each group working 
independently, but also jointly in that ef-
fort.” Each year Georgia’s legal commu-
nity has breathed life into these words 
during the law school orientations on 
professionalism. For the past 27 years, the 
State Bar of Georgia Committee on Pro-
fessionalism, the Chief Justice’s Commis-
sion on Professionalism (Commission), 
each of Georgia’s five law schools, and 
Georgia judges and lawyers have worked 
together to introduce incoming first-year 
law students to professionalism concepts 
during professionalism orientations. This 

year as in past years, each school selected 
a keynote speaker to discuss professional-
ism topics. The keynote speakers for 2019 
were Presiding Justice David E. Nahmias, 
Supreme Court of Georgia (Georgia 
State University); Presiding Judge Ste-
phen Louis A. Dillard, Court of Appeals 
of Georgia (Mercer University); Hon. 
Timothy C. “Tim” Batten Sr., U.S. Dis-
trict Court, Northern District of Georgia 
(University of Georgia); Hon. Eric Dun-
away, Fulton County Superior Court (At-
lanta’s John Marshall School of Law); and 
Sherry Boston, district attorney, DeKalb 
County (Emory University). 

In 2019, Nahmias returned to partici-
pate in the law school orientations on 
professionalism in multiple ways after 
having volunteered with the program 
several times in the past. He served as 
a group leader, gave the keynote speech 

and administered the “Professionalism 
and Honor Code Pledge” at Georgia 
State University College of Law. Two 
days later, Nahmias also participated in 
the professionalism orientation at Em-
ory University School of Law by giving 
brief remarks, by administering the stu-
dent oath, and by leading students and 
lawyers in reciting “A Lawyer’s Creed.”1 
When asked why he continued to par-
ticipate in the program—despite his in-
creasingly demanding work load—Nah-
mias responded: “I think it is important 
that judges and lawyers teach law stu-
dents professionalism at the beginning 
of their careers so that the Supreme 
Court does not learn about them in dis-
ciplinary matters later in their careers.” 

During his remarks at Georgia State 
and Emory, Nahmias recounted that he 
had married his law school orientation 
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Presiding Justice David E. Nahmias was one of approximately 
175 lawyers and judges who volunteered for the law school 
orientations on professionalism.
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leader, as he fondly remembered his wife 
Catherine O’Neil, who passed in 2017. 
Then he shared with the students some-
thing they may not have expected to hear 
from a judge. He talked to them about 
love. Recalling what the late Chief Jus-
tice P. Harris Hines liked to tell lawyers, 
Nahmias told the students they need to 
love each other. He continued:

“You are in a community. You are go-
ing to be part of a community in this 
law school. You are going to be a part 
of our community in the practice of 
law. . . . You are going to deal with 
each other in a stressful, chaotic at-
mosphere that is designed to be ad-
versarial in many of its relationships. 
That doesn’t mean that you have to 
put aside the moral compass you 
brought to this law school or forget 
that we are all neighbors in the prac-
tice of law. Keep in mind when you 
fight all day, to love your colleagues, 
to love them as people in the same 
way you love other people that you 
interact with daily. You want them to 
do well. You can beat them in the case, 
you can beat them in the transaction, 
but that doesn’t mean you need to be 
mean to them or fight with them or 
not treat them as fellow important 
members of our profession.”

In addition to hearing from the key-
note speakers during the orientations, 
the judges, lawyers and students engaged 
in breakout sessions to discuss profes-
sionalism in small groups. The volunteer 
judges and lawyers served as group lead-
ers and facilitated student discussions us-
ing hypothetical problems created by the 
State Bar Committee on Professionalism. 
This year, approximately 946 students 
and 175 judges and lawyers participated 
in the orientations. The 2019 orienta-

Endnote
1. To view “A Lawyer’s Creed” and 

the “Aspirational Statement on 
Professionalism,” visit the Commission’s 
website at www.cjcpga.org/lawyers-creed.

tions boasted many first-time group 
leaders and also included many dedicated 
volunteers who have returned frequently 
over the years to serve as group leaders. 
Several lawyers—and one justice—also 
volunteered to serve on multiple dates 
at the various law schools. 

A comment from one student at the 
University of Georgia School of Law ar-
ticulated two of the primary reasons for 
the professionalism orientations,  stat-
ing: “I thought this was an incredible 
chance to bond with real attorney[s]. 
I think it was important to understand 
the implications of the honor code and 
professionalism aspirations for the next 
three years.”

The State Bar Committee on Profes-
sionalism, the Commission and each of 
the law schools were deeply grateful to 
all of the judges and lawyers who volun-
teered their time to make the 2019 Law 
School Orientations on Professionalism 

a huge success. The law school orienta-
tions planning team has already begun 
work on the 28th Annual Law School 
Orientations on Professionalism, which 
will be held next August. If you are in-
terested in volunteering to serve as a 
group leader for 2020, please contact 
the Commission’s executive director 
at kygrier@cjcpga.org. 

Karlise Y. Grier

Executive Director
 

on Professionalism
kygrier@cjcpga.org 

“I think it is important that judges and 

lawyers teach law students professionalism 

at the beginning of their careers so that the 

Supreme Court does not learn about them in 

disciplinary matters later in their careers.”
—Presiding Justice David E. Nahmias


