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Thirty Years of the
Award-Winning Law
School Orientations on
Professionalism

The Commission thanks all of the lawyers and judges—including the
140 lawyers and judges and one law school graduate who served as
group leaders—for helping to make the 2022 Law School Orientations

on Professionalism a great success!

BY KARLISE Y. GRIER

In 1992, Dana Miles, while serving as
chair of the State Bar of Georgia Com-
mittee on Professionalism, became the
architect of the Law School Orientations
on Professionalism. During 1992 and
1993, Miles reported on the progress of
the Committee’s work on the orientations
to the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism. On Nov. 2, 1992, Miles
reported that the committee had divided
responsibilities for its project of making
a professionalism presentation at each of
the four Georgia accredited law schools’
orientations." Those divisions were (1)
law school coordination (getting in touch
with deans and faculty members), (2)
program development and (3) attorney
identification and recruitment. Miles fur-
ther announced that he would be calling
on members of the commission and the
bench and bar to participate in the orien-
tation programs.

During another meeting on June 4,
1993, Miles reported to the commission
that the committee was in the final stages
of planning the Orientation on Profes-
sionalism programs as a part of orienta-
tion at the law schools. Miles also credited
Professor Roy Sobelson with the develop-
ment of the hypotheticals to be used in
the breakout groups at these programs.
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Miles further announced that the com-
mittee was actively recruiting lawyer
volunteers to serve as small group leaders.

The first Law School Orientations on
Professionalism program in Georgia was
held in the fall of 1993. Shortly, thereafter,
by the commission’s Nov. 19, 1993, meet-
ing the American Bar Association Com-
mission on Partnership Programs an-
nounced that it had selected the State Bar
of Georgia Orientations on Professional-
ism as the recipient of the 1994 ABA/In-
formation America Client Relations Proj-
ect Award. Miles accepted the award at
the ABA Midyear Meting in Kansas City
in February 1994. In addition, the Nov.
19, 1993, commission minutes reflected
that the committee and the commission
continued to receive letters commending
the orientations. Sobelson reported that
he was finding that first-year law students
were bringing up professionalism issues
in substantive classes.

The commission, along with the State
Bar of Georgia’s 2021-22 Committee on
Professionalism, under the leadership of
Chair Joshua Bosin and Vice Chair Ter-
rica Redfield Ganzy, observed the 30th
Anniversary of the Law School Orienta-
tions on Professionalism by holding the
orientations at all five of Georgia's ABA-

accredited law schools during August
2022.* The orientations are designed to
introduce concepts of legal profession-
alism to incoming 1L students. Geor-
gia judges and lawyers serve as “group
leaders” at breakout sessions during the
orientations to help students learn the
meaning of professionalism and why it is
important for them as law students. The
Law School Orientations subcommittee
that planned the August 2022 law school
orientation programs was chaired by Mi-
chael Herskowitz, U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Northern District of Georgia. The vice
chairs of the subcommittee were J. Maria
Waters, Worsham Corsi Dobur & Berss,
and Kacey Baine, JD May 2022, Georgia
State University College of Law.?

The focus of the hypothetical problems
designed by the Committee and discussed
with the students has changed over the
years from client-centered problems to
professionalism problems law students
might encounter while they are students
in law school. Nevertheless, the heart of
the Law School Orientations on Profes-
sionalism has remained the same for the
past 30 years. In a letter to the students
at each of the law schools, Chief Justice
Michael P. Boggs described the orienta-
tions as follows:



Group leaders for the
orientations at (1) Atlanta’s John
Marshall Law School; (2) Mercer
University Walter F. George
School of Law; and (3) University
of Georgia School of Law.

The heart of the Professionalism
Orientation is the breakout session,
during which one of the documents
you will discuss is A Lawyer’s Creed
and the Aspirational Statement on
Professionalism. This document is
intended for use by Georgia’s prac-
ticing lawyers and judges, but as you
will discover during your breakout
sessions, the principles embodied
in it have many applications to you
as a law student. In 1992, the Su-
preme Court of Georgia explained
that it was our “hope that Georgia’s
lawyers, judges and legal educators
will use the ... ideals [set forth in A
Lawyer’s Creed and the Aspiration-
al Statement on Professionalism] to
reexamine the justifications of the
practice of law in our society and to
consider the implications of those
justifications for their conduct.”

The commission asked Professor
Emeritus Roy Sobelson, who retired from
Georgia State University College of Law
in 2018, what was the rationale behind
the breakout sessions and his thoughts
about why the breakouts continue to be
one of the highlights for students of the
program. He said:

I was always surprised at how many
law students knew almost nothing
about what lawyers really do and
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Group leaders for the Georgia State University College of Law orientation.
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had made no pre-school effort to
examine what a lawyer’s life and ca-
reer are really like. And while pro-
fessors serve partly as role models,
I knew that many of them had little
practice experience or had left prac-
tice because they disliked it. Thus, I
thought it was important that [new
law students] immediately see how
successful practicing lawyers think,
work, talk, carry themselves and
engage in public service. I didn’t
give as much thought to how much
it helped them see the diversity of
thought amongst their new class-
mates, which was a real bonus. Since
those first professionalism sessions,
I've spoken with many graduates
who remember them quite vividly,
and say they had a profound effect
on their lives, which is something
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I honestly didn’t expect, but pleases
me greatly.

The Commission and the Committee
thank our partners (including deans, pro-
fessors, law students and support staff) at
each of Georgia’s five ABA-accredited law
schools and the many lawyers and judges
who have volunteered during the past 30
years. It is because of each of these individ-
uals that the Commission and the Com-
mittee can continue to make the award-
winning Law School Orientations on
Professionalism an outstanding success! ®

Karlise Y. Grier

Executive Director
Chief Justice’s Commission
on Professionalism

kygrier@cjcpga.org

Endnotes
1. Georgia’s fifth law school, Atlanta’s John
Marshall Law School, was included in
the orientation program in later years.
2. See http://cjcpga.org/law-school-
orientations-on-professionalism-2022/.
3. For alist of the many people, in addition
to the group leaders, who assisted
with the preparation and execution
of the 2022 Law School Orientations
on Professionalism and to view more
photographs from the orientations, visit
http://cjcpga.org/orientations_2022_
thanksphotos/.

Are you interested in
serving as a group
leader for the 2023 Law
School Orientations

on Professionalism?
Complete the contact
form found at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/
GL_Contact.




2022 Law School Orientation
on Professionalism Group Leader Volunteers

Michael Abramson
Silas Allard

Eleanor Attwood
Bryan Babcock

Sarah Babcock

Hon. Kimberly Bandoh
Stewart Banner

Bob Berlin

Steven Berne
Samantha Beskin-Schemer
N. John Bey

Charles Blaska

Mara Block

Joshua Bosin

Kimberly Bourroughs Debrow
Emily Bramer

Hon. Eric Brewton
Christopher Brock
Dwayne Brown

Brian Burgoon

Hon. Stephanie Burton
Sabrina Byrne

Scott Cahalan

Jerry Cain

James Carlson

Lesley Carroll

Carlissa Carson
Thomas Chappell
Christy Childers
Darryl Cohen

Karen Cooper
Lawrence Cooper
Terrence Croft
Charles Cullen

Charles Dalziel

23rd Annual Justice Robert Benham
Awards for Community Service

The Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism is accepting

Nancy Daspit
Shelley Davidson
Jesse Davis
Theodore Davis
Isaiah Delemar
David DeLugas
Erica Dempsey
Alisha Dickie

Hon. Ashley Drake
Hon. Eric Dunaway
Hassan Elkhalil
James Elliott
Michael Eshman
Elizabeth Fite

Gary Freed

Frank Gaddy

Siena Berrios Gaddy
Terrica Ganzy
Megan Glimmerveen
Jayla Grant

Nkenge Green
Karlise Yvette Grier
Hon. Steven Grimberg
Blake Halberg
Adam Hames

Paul Hamilton
Duncan Harle
Claudette Harris
James Hays

Adam L. Hebbard
Michael Herskowitz
Thomas Hobgood
Stephen Hodges
Sheila Huddleston
Julie Hunter-Anderson

Hon. Stacey Hydrick
Jenn Hyman

Hon. Gary E. Jackson
Hon. Phillip Jackson
Lauren Jirak

Eric Johnson

Hon. Paula Kapiloff
Marcus Keegan

Leena Kiber

Kayla Kudratt

Jeanney Kutner

Kevin Kwashnak

Paige Laine

Eric Lang

Hon. Heather Lanier
Hon. John Larkins
Ashley Lewis

Audrey Lewis

Hon. Katherine Lumsden
Alexander Lurey

Kevin Maxim

David McCain

Hon. Cheveda McCamy
Jason McCarter
Michael McConnell
Hon. Matthew McCoyd
Hon. Chris McFadden
Diane McLeod

Ruth McMullin
Michael Melonakos
Jennifer Mock

Hon. Shondeana Morris
Hon. David Nahmias
Bill NeSmith

Mark Nevitt

nominations for the 23rd Annual Justice Robert Benham

Awards for Community Service through Nov. 11. Visit cjepga.org/
nominationsbenhamesa for more information on the nomination
eligibility criteria or to nominate a deserving lawyer or judge.

Robert Noble
Hon. Samuel Ozburn
Shalamar Parham
Natasha Patel
Kevin Patrick
Benjamin Pearlman
Kerry Quinn
Kristen Quinton
David Rapaport
Whitnie Riden
Maurice Riden II
Robin Rock

Tina Roddenbery
Kathy Rogers
Mark Rogers
Jennifer Romig
Jatrean Sanders
Timothy Santelli
Jabu Sengova
George Shepherd
Christian J. Steinmetz 11
Meg Strickler
Henry Tharpe
John Thielman
Torin Togut
Mary Tolle
Randee Waldman
Jenny Walker
Thomas Walker
Kate Wasch
Julayaun Waters
Stephen Weyer
Dorothy Young
Jill Young
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