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CHIEF JUSTICE MICHAEL P. BOGGS
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

Chief Justice Michael P. Boggs was appointed to the Supreme Court
of Georgia on December 7, 2016 by Governor Nathan Deal.
Previously, Justice Boggs served as a Judge on the Court of Appeals
of Georgia from January 2012 through 2016. Prior to his appellate
judicial service, Justice Boggs served as a Superior Court Judge for
the Waycross Judicial Circuit, where he founded the Waycross
Judicial Circuit Drug Court Program, and served as its Presiding
Judge.

Justice Boggs obtained his undergraduate degree in Political Science and Psychology from Georgia Southern
College in 1985. He earned his Juris Doctor degree from Mercer University’s Walter F. George School of
Law in 1990. Following law school, Justice Boggs practiced in Atlanta until 1992. From 1992 to 2004, Justice
Boggs maintained a general trial practice in Waycross specializing in family law, real estate, banking,
personal injury, and general civil litigation matters. Justice Boggs served as a County Attorney, Development
Authority Counsel, and as a Special Assistant Attorney General. Justice Boggs served in the Georgia General
Assembly from 2001 to 2004. Justice Boggs lives in Pierce County with his wife Heather, a kindergarten
teacher in the Ware County public school system. For more information, please visit:
http://www.gasupreme.us/court-information/biographies/justice-michael-p-boggs/.
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SARAH B. “SALLY” AKINS
PROGRAM CHAIR

Sarah B. “Sally” Akins of Miles Mediation & Arbitration and of
counsel with Ellis Painter Ratterree & Adams LLP in Savannah was
installed June 4, 2022, as the 60th president of the 52,000-member
State Bar of Georgia during the organization’s Annual Meeting at
Amelia Island, Florida. Akins has previously served as secretary,
treasurer and, for the past year, as president-elect of the State Bar and
as a member of its Executive Committee. After nearly 30 years of
handling civil jury trials, Akins has been a full-time mediator for the
past four years throughout Georgia. She has mediated cases
including cases involving premises liability, automobile and truck accidents, professional negligence, local
government litigation, insurance coverage litigation and products liability. She is a past president of the
Georgia Defense Lawyers Association, the Southeast Georgia Chapter of the American Board of Trial
Advocates and the Savannah chapter of the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers and is a past chair of
the Board of Bar Examiners. She earned her law degree from the Mercer University Walter F. George School
of Law and was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 1990. Akins’ plans for her year as Bar president
include a renewed commitment to professionalism among members of the State Bar, increased emphasis on
the benefits available to Georgia lawyers through Bar membership, increased awareness of the Bar’s
programs that protect the public interest and an enhancement of the continuing legal education programming
for Bar members. She is married to Dale Akins, a plaintiff’s lawyer and member of the Georgia and South
Carolina bars who practices primarily at Akins Law Firm in Bluffton, South Carolina.
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REBECCA HOLMES LILES GRIST
MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Rebecca Holmes Liles Grist is the Solicitor-General for Macon-Bibb
County. Ms. Grist, a lifelong resident of Macon, was first elected as
Solicitor-General in 2013 after working 16 years as an Assistant
Solicitor specializing in Domestic Violence Prosecution. She also
helped the United States Attorney’s Office shut down massage parlors
and bring sex trafficking crimes by prosecuting the predicate acts of
solicitation and prostitution. She started her career in the District
Attorney’s Office with Child Support Enforcement. In 2018, Ms. Grist
was named Georgia’s 2018 Solicitor-General of the Year by Georgia
Association of Solicitors-General. She has led the Association’s Legislative Committee and has previously
served as its President. She serves on the Prosecuting Attorneys Counsel. She serves as CLE Committee Chair
for the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism and is a member of the Board of Governors for the
State Bar of Georgia. She served on the Probation Subcommittee of Governor Deal’s Criminal Justice Reform
Commission. Mrs. Grist is very involved in the community, having served as Chair of the Board of Crisis
Line and Safe House, President of the Junior League of Macon, Senior Warden of her church, and on the
Board of Directors for the Macon Rotary Club and Salvation Army of Central Georgia. Ms. Grist is a graduate
of both Mercer University’s Walter F. George School of Law and the College of Charleston.
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WILLIAM P. “BILL” ADAMS
William P. “Bill” Adams, a Macon native, has a BBA degree from
the University of Georgia and a law degree from Mercer Law School.
He started practicing law in 1977 at Adams, Hemingway &
Hemingway, his father’s law firm, in Macon. He was an Assistant
United States Attorney in the Middle District of Georgia from 1978
to 1986. After practicing law again at his father’s law firm from 1986
to 1998, he was elected as Judge of the State Court of Bibb County
in 1998 and served in that position from 1999 to 2017. He left the
bench to become Of Counsel at the Adams Law Firm, his son’s law
firm, in July 2017. Adams is a registered mediator and arbitrator and
is on the panel at Adams ADR Services. He is President of Middle
Georgia Access to Justice Council, Inc., which is a tax-exempt non-profit corporation started in the fall of
2017 to provide legal assistance to people who cannot afford to pay for such assistance. Adams serves on the
Access to Justice Committees for the State Bar of Georgia and the Judicial Council of Georgia. He has also
been appointed to the Judicial Council Ad Hoc Committee on Improving Community Access to Legal
Services. He is an attorney designee for the Bibb County Law Library Board of Trustees. Adams is a past
recipient of the Justice Robert Benham Award for Community Service and he was recognized as the Lawyer
of the Year by the Macon Bar Association in May 2018.
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ALYSSA BASKAM
Alyssa Baskam is a principal in Beasley Allen’s Atlanta office. Alyssa

became a trial lawyer so she could help people through unimaginable
hardship. She represents individuals injured and families whose loved
ones were killed by no fault of their own. In her career, Alyssa also
has represented individuals who were victims of nursing home or
other inpatient facility abuse or neglect. Before joining Beasley Allen,
Alyssa represented individuals and families in product liability suits,
professional negligence suits, and cases resulting from individual
negligence. She has also represented victims of rape and sexual
assault. Alyssa served as an Interim Clerk for the Honorable Steve
Jones in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia
in 2014-15. Alyssa is licensed to practice law in Georgia and South Carolina, as well as the U.S. District Court
for the Middle and Northern Districts of Georgia. Alyssa grew up in Cumming, Georgia, where she attended
South Forsyth High School. She now lives in Atlanta, where she enjoys playing tennis, cooking, and painting.
She is also an avid hiker, a member of the Shepherd Center Junior Committee, and volunteers for the Atlanta
Community Food Bank. Alyssa has helped hold numerous automakers responsible for the negligent or wanton
design of their vehicles, including by securing over $345 million in verdicts and settlements. She helped
secure more than $45 million in settlements in a 2021 product liability case involving a defective lift kit that
left a young child paralyzed. Additionally, she helped settle a wrongful death case for $19.5 million. In the
auto product liability case, the defendant was aware of a defect but failed to correct the problem. Alyssa is a
member of the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association (GTLA) where she serves as an Executive Committee
member and Co-Chair of the Community Outreach Committee. She is also a member of the GTLA Women’s
Caucus. She is an alumna of GTLA’s LEAD program, a highly competitive leadership program for select
GTLA members identified as potential leaders in the field.
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JUSTICE VERDA M. COLVIN
Justice Verda M. Colvin was appointed to the Supreme Court on July
20, 2021, by Gov. Brian Kemp. She is the first African-American
female appointed by a Republican governor to the state’s high court.
Previously, she served on the Court of Appeals, having been
appointed by Gov. Kemp in April 2020. Her time as judge also
includes nearly six years as a Superior Court judge in the Macon
Judicial Circuit, during which she served on the Council of
Accountability Court Judges. Justice Colvin discovered her love for
trial work early in her career as an Assistant Solicitor in Athens-
Clarke County. From there, she went on to serve as Assistant General
Counsel to Clark Atlanta University and then as Assistant District
Attorney in Clayton County. Before becoming a judge, Justice Colvin was an Assistant United States Attorney
in the Middle District of Georgia, where she prosecuted a wide range of offenses from drug trafficking to
white collar crime. Born and raised in Atlanta, Justice Colvin attended Daniel McLaughlin Therrell High
School. She earned her bachelor’s degree in government and religion from Sweet Briar College in Virginia
and her juris doctorate from the University Of Georgia School Of Law. Judge Colvin is committed to service
professionally and personal. She currently serves as the Chair of the Access to Justice Committee. In addition,
Justice Colvin is a member of several organizations and boards. She has served as an adjunct professor at
Mercer School of Law and she is a member of First Baptist Church where she has previously served as a
children’s Sunday school teacher and is currently on the Women’s Ministry Leadership Team. She is the proud
mother of two children, Weston and Taylor, and the wife of Nathaniel Walker with whom she shares two other
adult children, Nathan and Nathalie.
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RON DANIELS

Ron Daniels is the 76" President of the Young Lawyers Division of
the State Bar of Georgia. Daniels earned his law degree from Mercer
University’s Walter F. George School of Law and was admitted to the
State Bar of Georgia in 2012. He maintains a general practice which
includes conducting real estate closings, civil litigation matters, and
serves as a Special Assistant Attorney General for the Department of
Child Support Services and the Department of Corrections in the
Oconee Judicial Circuit. Ron Daniels is the 76" President of the
Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia. Daniels earned
his law degree from Mercer University’s Walter F. George School of
Law and was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 2012. He

maintains a general practice which includes conducting real estate closings, civil litigation matters, and serves
as a Special Assistant Attorney General for the Department of Child Support Services and the Department of
Corrections in the Oconee Judicial Circuit.
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WILLIAM S. DUFFEY, JR.
William S. Duffey, Jr. retired from active service as a United States
District Judge for the Northern District of Georgia on July 1, 2018.
He served in the judiciary for 14 years with his service beginning on
July 1, 2004. He recently was appointed by Governor Brian Kemp
as Chair of the State Election Board. At the time Judge Duffey was
confirmed as a federal District Judge, he was serving as the United
States Attorney for the Northern District of Georgia where he was
responsible for prosecution of federal crimes in his district, and for
civil actions filed by and against the United States government.
Before his appointment as United States Attorney, Judge Duffey was
a partner at King & Spalding in Atlanta. He was elected as a partner
in 1987. From 1994 to 1995, Judge Duffey left private practice to serve as Deputy Independent Counsel in
charge of the Arkansas phase of the Whitewater investigation. He rejoined King & Spalding as a partner
following government service. At King & Spalding, Judge Duffey’s practice included complex civil and
criminal litigation, focusing on trade secret, corporate espionage and fraud matters. An honors graduate of
Drake University in 1973, Judge Duffey received his J.D., cum laude in 1977 from the University of South
Carolina Law School, where he served as Articles Editor of the South Carolina Law Review.

Judge Duffey served in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General Corps from 1978-1981 as a
Circuit Trial Counsel, and as an Assistant Staff Judge Advocate to the United States Logistics Group in
Ankara, Turkey. Judge Duffey has served in a variety of assignments that focused on ethics and integrity as
an essential pillar in a democracy and on professionalism. At King & Spalding, he provided ethics counseling
to and represented clients, including state and local elected officials, in ethics matters. He was one of four
presenters at a conference in Vienna, Austria, attended by members of the Romanian parliament and ministry
officials at which he discussed ethical conduct in business. From 2008 to 2015, Judge Duffey represented
the United States judiciary on nine trips to Ukraine to make presentations to Ukrainian judges and
government officials on the requirement of ethical conduct as the foundation of an independent judiciary in
a democracy. In 1999, Judge Duffey attended a conference in Amman, Jordan on forgiveness and
reconciliation, hosted by King Abdullah II of Jordan. He served on the City of Atlanta Task Force on the
Promotion of Public Trust and has served on a variety of boards and held a variety of other leadership
positions. In 2022, his book The Significant Lawyer: The Pursuit of Purpose and Professionalism was
published. A frequent presenter at legal conferences and seminars, his focus is on professionalism in law
practice.




Signature Proiessionalism CLE Program 2023

A. JAMES ELLIOTT
Professor A. James Elliott received both his B.A. and J.D. degrees
from Emory University. For 30 years he was a partner at Alston and
Bird in Atlanta and since 1996 has been the Associate Dean at Emory
University Law School teaching Legal Profession, Finance and
Banking. He is a past president of the State Bar of Georgia and its
Younger Lawyer Division. He is the developer of the ABA Gambrell
award-winning program for the teaching of Ethics and
Professionalism and a founder of Georgia Indigent Legal Services.
Professor Elliott has received awards as follows: the Arthur von
Briesen award given annually by the national legal aid and defender
association to one lawyer in private practice for substantial volunteer
contributions to the legal assistance movement for the poor; the James Collier Award given by the Georgia
Bar Foundation in recognition of life-time contributions to the Foundation; the Emory Williams award in
recognition of the important role of classroom teaching in collegiate and graduate education; the Randolph
Thrower Lifetime Achievement Award presented annually by the State Bar of Georgia to an outstanding
individual who has dedicated his or her career to providing opportunities that foster a more diver legal
profession; and the Chief Justice Thomas O. Marshall Professionalism Award given annually by the State Bar
of Georgia to honor one lawyer and one judge who continually demonstrate the highest professional conduct.
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MOLLY BARRETT GILLIS
Molly Barrett Gillis represents individuals all over the State of
Georgia. She represents victims of serious physical injury and
wrongful death in cases arising from car collisions, trucking accidents,
insurance bad faith, and premises liability. Molly also handles select
administrative, traffic and criminal cases. Molly started her legal
career as a public servant. Over the course of her career, she has served
as a prosecutor in two different circuits — the Cobb County Judicial
Circuit and the Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit in DeKalb County. As
a prosecutor, Molly gained invaluable trial experience prosecuting
felonies, as well as misdemeanors. She tried over seventy-five cases
to verdict. Recognized as a zealous advocate for victims and justice,
Molly worked tirelessly to right wrongs and close painful chapters of victims’ lives. Molly also practiced at
one of the Southeast’s largest insurance defense firms under one of the nation’s best and most recognized trial
attorneys. There, she gained insight, knowledge, and experience regarding how the insurance companies
operate and litigate. This inside knowledge allows Molly to advise her current clients about what to expect,
when to settle, and when to go to trial. Molly previously served in an Of Counsel position for an Atlanta law
firm that specializes in personal injury cases, as well as assisting law enforcement officers. Molly continues
to have a heart of a public servant and believes that is a privilege to represent people who have been hurt,
damaged, or wronged. She takes her role as an advocate seriously. Molly enjoys taking a limited number of
cases per year so she can work closely with her clients. In 2020, Molly was named to the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism by former Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold Melton. She is one
of twenty-one lawyers from across the state to be named to this Commission. She is also an active member
of the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association and the Cobb Bar Association. Molly is married to Austin Gillis,
who is also her law partner. The couple has two children, Emily and Jack. The family resides near the Marietta
Square with their overactive black lab, Woody.
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STEVEN D. GRIMBERG
Steven D. Grimberg is a United States District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia. Judge Grimberg was sworn into office
on September 16, 2019.

Judge Grimberg served a distinguished 12-year career with the
United States Department of Justice, first as a Trial Attorney in
Washington, DC, and then as an Assistant United States Attorney and
Deputy Chief of the Economic Crimes Section for the United States
Attorney’s Office in the Northern District of Georgia. As a federal
prosecutor, he investigated and prosecuted a broad array of criminal
matters, including healthcare fraud, securities and tax fraud, Ponzi
and investment schemes, cyber-crime, and public corruption. Judge Grimberg received the prestigious
national Director’s Award by the Executive Office of U.S. Attorneys in both 2009 and 2017. Judge Grimberg
joined the U.S. Department of Justice following seven years in private practice as a litigator. During that
time, he represented both plaintiffs and defendants in a diverse litigation practice, including employers and
management executives in labor and employment law litigation. He also gained substantial experience in
collective and class action matters. Just prior to taking the bench, Judge Grimberg served as the General
Counsel of the Americas for Nardello & Co., a global investigations firm. In that role, he was responsible for
advising the firm’s executive management and leadership teams on a myriad of legal and compliance matters,
as well as supervising a staff of investigators, analysts, and other professionals on complex investigation
matters for clients. Judge Grimberg received a Bachelor of Arts degree with distinction from the University
of Florida in 1995, and his JD with honors from Emory University School of Law in 1998. He serves
periodically as an Adjunct Professor at the law school, teaching courses on criminal law and criminal
procedure, as well as courtroom advocacy. Judge Grimberg currently serves as the Northern District of
Georgia’s representative on the Chief Justice of Georgia’s Commission on Professionalism.
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SARA HAMILTON
Sara Hamilton is Associate General Counsel at United Parcel
Service, Inc., where she enthusiastically combines her love of law,
team building, and technology. She previously was in private
practice for 9 years, most recently at Thompson Hine LLP and
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP, and as Special Master in 2021 upon
appointment by Gov. Kemp. Since graduating from law school in
2012, Sara has been continuously involved in "extracurricular"
activities, including helping found the Korean American Bar
Association of Georgia (KABA-GA), which is the Georgia affiliate
of the International Association of Korean Lawyers, and serving on
v the boards of the Georgia Asian Pacific American Bar Association
(GAPABA), the Center for Pan Asian Community Services (CPACS), Asian Americans Advancing Justice,
Southeast US-Korea Chamber of Commerce, and her homeowners association. While serving as President
of KABA from 2020-2021 during the height of the pandemic and during the rise of anti-AAPI hate, KABA
was recognized by the Consul General of the Republic of Korea for excellence in service towards Korean
citizens working in the US and US citizens of Korean descent, and by KABA, which recognized her with its
distinguished service award in 2022. Hamilton received her J.D. degree from Emory University in 2012 and
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Music and Philosophy from the University of Oregon in 2008. She is an
advocate of new technology, an avid reader of news and current events, and a supporter of the arts and
classical music.
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LESTER B. JOHNSON, 111
Lester B. Johnson, 111, is the owner and sole stockholder of the
Law Firm of Lester B. Johnson, III, P.C. He concentrates his
practice in the areas of education law municipal law; insurance
law personal injury and torts and probate law. Since 1982 he has
served as an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Savannah
and since 1991, he has served as School Board Attorney for the
Savannah-Chatham County Board of Education. He is also a
Special Assistant Attorney General for the Georgia Department
of Corrections and Transportation. Mr. Johnson is a native
Savannahian and graduated from Benedictine Military School in
1971. He received his undergraduate degree in political science
from College of the Holy Cross in 1975 and received his juris
doctorate degree from the University of Miami School of Law in 1978. Mr. Johnson is active in several
professional and civic organizations. He is a member of Medbank Foundation, Inc.; the Mediation Center of
the Coastal Empire; Arts Ashore Legacy Foundation; Coastal Children’s Advocacy Board; Martin Luther
King, Jr. Community Business Brunch Committee; and, Congregations In Service. He also serves on the
Wells-Fargo Bank Advisory Board. Professionally, he is a past President and the first African-American
President of the Savannah Bar Association and served as an appointed member of the Board of Governors
for the State Bar of Georgia from 2002 to 2004. In 2006 he was elected to the Board of Governors for the
State Bar of Georgia and is currently serving his fifth consecutive term. In 2015 he was appointed toa two-
year term on the Judicial Qualification Commission, the body that disciplines Georgia judges. In 2004 he
was elected as a member of the Executive Committee of the Georgia School Board Association’s Council of
School Attorneys and is currently serving his fifth consecutive term. He served as its President in 2008, 2014
and 2021. In 2019 he was selected to serve on the Georgia State-Wide Business Court Commission. He has
been a member of Sigma Pi Phi (The Boule') since 1997 and has served as Sire Archon and Grapter. He also
is a member of the National Bar Association; the Port City Bar Association; and, the National Black Lawyers
Top 100 Lawyers. He is married to Salyon H. Johnson, Ed. D. and has three children. In 1975, while
attending law school, he converted to Al-Islam and is a member of the local masjid (mosque), where he
serves as General Counsel and is a long-serving member of the Majlis Ashura (administrative board).




Signature Proiessionalism CLE Program 2023

PROFESSOR PATRICK E. LONGAN

Professor Patrick E. Longan holds the William Augustus Bootle Chair
in Ethics and Professionalism at the Mercer University School of Law,
where he has taught since 2000. Professor Longan also serves as the
Director of the Mercer Center for Legal Ethics and Professionalism,
as a Special Master for disciplinary cases, and as a member of the State
Bar of Georgia Disciplinary Rules and Procedures Committee and
Formal Advisory Opinion Board. He has been a member of the
Georgia Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism since 2000.

Professor Longan is the author, coauthor, or editor of more than 60

publications and has given more than 150 lectures, speeches, or panel
presentations regarding legal ethics and professionalism. He was the second recipient of the National Award
for Innovation and Excellence in Teaching Professionalism from the American Bar Association Standing
Committee on Professionalism, the Conference of Chief Justices, and the Burge Endowment for Legal Ethics.
In 2014, Mercer Law School received the E. Smythe Gambrell Professionalism Award from the ABA Standing
Committee on Professionalism for one of Professor Longan’s programs.

Professor Longan served on the faculty of Stetson University College of Law from 1991 — 2000. Before
entering full-time law teaching, he was a law clerk to Senior United States District Judge Bernard M. Decker
in Chicago and practiced law with Andrews & Kurth in Dallas, Texas. Professor Longan is a 1983 graduate
of the University of Chicago Law School.
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T. RUSSELL MCCLELLAND III

T. Russell McClelland 11T is the Chief Judge of the State Court of
Forsyth County. He has served as a Judge of the State Court since
December 2003, and as Chief Judge since January 2013.

Judge McClelland was born and raised in Savannah, Georgia. He
graduated from Armstrong State College (now part of Georgia
Southern University) in 1979 with a B.S. in Political Science and
obtained his law degree from the University of Georgia in 1982.

Judge McClelland began practicing law in Forsyth County in 1984 as

Assistant District Attorney, and later served as Chief Assistant

District Attorney for the Blue Ridge Judicial Circuit. In 1992, he
opened his own law practice, then eventually co-founded the law firm of Dreger & McClelland.

Judge McClelland is a Past President Council of State Court Judges and served on the Judicial Council for
Georgia from 2018 through 2020. He also is a Co-Chair of the Judicial Council COVID-19 Task Force and
Chair of the Civil Subcommittee. Judge McClelland also was an inaugural member of the Executive
Committee of the Council of Accountability Court Judges and has presided over the Forsyth County DUI
County DUI since it began operation in 2006. He also currently serves as a member of the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism as the representative for the Council of State Court Judges. He has been a
long-time active member of many community organizations, including the Cumming-Forsyth County
Optimist Club, Cumming-Forsyth County Chamber of Commerce and Leadership Forsyth. The Judge and
his family are actively involved at The Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit, where he currently serves on the
Vestry. Judge McClelland is also an active adult leader with Sea Scout Ship 2222 and Venture Crew 39 in
Cumming.

Judge McClelland and his wife, Janice, have been married for 31 years. They have one son, Matthew, who
in May of this year graduated from the United States Naval Academy and was commissioned as an Ensign
in the United States Navy.
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JUSTICE CARLA WONG MCMILLIAN
Justice Carla Wong McMillian was appointed to the Supreme Court
of Georgia by Governor Brian Kemp, taking office on April 10, 2020.
Born and raised in Augusta, Georgia, she is the first Asian Pacific
American to serve on a state’s highest court in the Southern United
States. Prior to joining the Supreme Court, Justice McMillian served
on the Court of Appeals, where she was appointed by Governor
Nathan Deal and took office in 2013. With her election the following
year to that court, Justice McMillian became the first Asian Pacific
. American to be elected to a statewide office in Georgia. Justice
McMillian has also served as the State Court Judge for Fayette
County, a position to which she was appointed by Governor Sonny
Perdue in 2010.Before her appointment to the bench, Justice McMillian was a partner in the litigation group
of Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP where she focused on complex business litigation and appeals. Justice
McMillian also had the privilege of starting her legal career as a federal law clerk for the Honorable William
C. O’Kelley of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia Justice McMillian
attended law school as a Woodruft Scholar at the University of Georgia School of Law. She also graduated
with high honors from Duke University. Justice McMillian has been married since 1997 to her husband
Lance, a professor at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School. They have two children and live in Fayette County
where they have been long-time members of Dogwood Church.
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JUSTICE HAROLD D. MELTON
Justice Harold D. Melton is a Partner at Troutman Pepper Hamilton
Sanders LLP where he provides actionable insights for clients
involved in appellate, state attorneys general, and commercial
litigation matters. He served for 16 years as a justice of the Supreme
Court of Georgia. He was sworn in as Chief Justice on September 4,
2018, by former Chief Justice P. Harris Hines and resigned as chief
justice in 2021 Prior to joining the Court, Chief Justice Melton served
as Executive Counsel to Governor Perdue, representing the Governor
on legal issues covering the entire scope of state government. Chief
Justice Melton helped safeguard Georgia’s interests in water rights
disputes with Alabama and Florida, and he actively participated in
administration efforts to advance the delivery of criminal justice services in the State. Before serving as
Executive Counsel, Chief Justice Melton spent 11 years in the Georgia Department of Law under two
Attorneys General where he dealt with issues ranging from the creation of the Georgia Lottery Corporation to
the administration of Georgia’s tobacco settlement. Prior to leaving to join the Governor’s Office, he served
as Section Leader over the Consumer Interests Division.

Chief Justice Melton received a Bachelor of Science degree from Auburn University and his Juris Doctor
from the University of Georgia in 1991. He previously served as a Volunteer Leader of Young Life Ministries
for 11 years and currently serves on the national board. He is also a Board Member of Atlanta Youth
Academies. In addition, Justice Melton is also the Carl E. Sanders Scholar in Political Leadership at the
University of Georgia School of Law. As the School of Law’s Sanders Scholar in Political Leadership, he will
teach a seminar in the Spring of 2023, entitled “Representing the State,” where he will examine legal and
professional issues that arise when one works as a lawyer for the state. In November 2020, the student center
at Auburn University was renamed the Harold D. Melton Student Center on the Auburn where Justice Melton
was the first African-American president of the Auburn Student Government Association.

A native of Washington, D.C., Chief Justice Melton grew up in East Point and Marietta, Georgia. He currently
resides in Atlanta with his wife, Kimberly, and their three children.
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JUSTICE ANDREW A. PINSON
Justice Andrew A. Pinson was appointed to the Supreme Court of
Georgia by Governor Brian Kemp and was sworn in on July 20, 2022.
Justice Pinson was born in DeKalb County, Georgia, and grew up in
Lithonia and Lawrenceville. In middle school, he moved to
Lincolnton, and he graduated from Briarwood Academy in
Warrenton. Justice Pinson is a “Double Dawg” with a Finance
Degree from the University of Georgia’s Terry School of Business
and a law degree from the University of Georgia’s Lumpkin School
of Law. He graduated at the top of his class in law school and interned
with Governor Sonny Perdue, Jones Day in Atlanta, and Fortson,
Bentley, & Griffin in Athens. After graduating from law school,
Justice Pinson served as a law clerk at the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit for then-
Chief Judge David B. Sentelle, and later served as a law clerk at the U.S. Supreme Court for Justice Clarence
Thomas. In private practice, Justice Pinson has twice worked for Jones Day, once in Washington D.C.,
between his two clerkships, and later here in Atlanta, after serving with Justice Clarence Thomas. At Jones
Day, he was part of the firm’s Issues and Appeals Practice, and he handled a broad range of matters in both
trial and appeals courts. In 2017, Justice Pinson joined the Office of Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr,
and in 2018, he was appointed Solicitor General of Georgia. As Solicitor General, he led the State’s appellate
and multistate litigation practice and served as the Attorney General’s chief constitutional advisor. He
personally handled high-profile and complex appeals, including in the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, and several other courts in Georgia and across the country. And he
oversaw matters of special importance to the State in all phases of litigation, including the successful defense
of the State’s water resources in the critical “water wars” litigation in the U.S. Supreme Court. Gov. Kemp
appointed Justice Pinson to the Court of Appeals in August 2021. Justice Pinson currently serves as an
advisor to the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism. He also serves as a Master of the Clarke-
Carley Inn of Court and the Bleckley Inn of Court, and he serves on the Advisory Board for the Atlanta
Lawyers Chapter of the Federalist Society. Justice Pinson and his wife Sara Beth live just north of Tucker in
DeKalb County. Sara Beth earned a Ph.D. in Poultry Science from the University of Georgia and now works
for a software company and as a professional dog trainer. They enjoy hiking in the North Georgia mountains
and playing dog sports like Frisbee and agility with their three dogs (Nimbus, Goomba, and Elphie). They
attend Embry Hills United Methodist Church.
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JOHN A. “TREA” PIPKIN III
Judge John A. “Trea” Pipkin III was sworn in as Judge of the Court
of Appeals of Georgia on April 10, 2020, after being appointed by
= Governor Brian Kemp. He is the 91st judge to serve on the Court.
Before joining the Court of Appeals, Judge Pipkin served as a
Superior Court Judge for the Flint Judicial Circuit, which includes
all of Henry County. He was appointed to the post in January of 2018
by Governor Nathan Deal. During his service on the Superior Court,
Judge Pipkin worked to create Henry County’s first-ever Veteran’s
Court, which was quickly recognized as a successful addition to
Flint Judicial Circuit accountability courts. Judge Pipkin, a Henry
: County native, obtained his Associates Degree in Business
Administration from Reinhardt College, his Bachelor’s Degree in Risk Management from the University of
Georgia, and his Law Degree from Georgia State University. In 2010, Judge Pipkin was named one of the
top 5 under 40 Rising Stars in the south metro area by H Magazine, and in 2012 he was recognized as one
of the top 14 under 40 in the State of Georgia by Southern Journal Magazine. Judge Pipkin served for seven
years as an Assistant District Attorney for the Flint Judicial Circuit, where he prosecuted numerous felony
cases. In the summer of 2012, Judge Pipkin began serving as Solicitor-General of Henry County after being
appointed to that post to fill the vacancy left by Charles A. Spahos. He was reelected Solicitor-General in
2014. Over the past 15 years, Judge Pipkin has been an adjunct faculty member, teaching criminal law
courses for Gordon State College, Mercer University and for the Emory University School of Law. He has
served on the Haven House Board of Directors and on the Speedway Children’s Charity Board of Directors
at Atlanta Motor Speedway; he is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, the Henry County Bar Association,
and a former Rotarian. While Solicitor-General, Judge Pipkin was elected by his peers to serve on the
Executive Council for the Solicitors-General Association of Georgia. And he was elected by the District
Attorneys and Solicitors-General of this State to serve as Vice-Chair of the Prosecuting Attorney’s Council,
which oversees the training and legislative agenda for all prosecutors in Georgia. Judge Pipkin is a member
of Eagle’s Landing First Baptist Church. He is married to his lovely wife Jennifer Pipkin and they reside in
McDonough, Georgia.
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JOHN C. SAMMON

John C. Sammon is now a retired Partner of Decatur’s McCurdy &
Candler law firm. He practiced from 1977 to 1995. He served as Of
Counsel to that firm until 2017. Mr. Sammon received his B.A. from
Emory University in 1974 and his J.D. from Emory University
School of Law in 1977. Mr. Sammon practiced real property and
banking law and served as Chair of the Real Property Law Section
of the State Bar of Georgia in 1989-90. In 2019 he was presented
with the George A. Pindar Award from the Real Property Law
Section for lifetime contributions to the section. From 1986 until
1995 Sammon served on the Executive Committee of the State Bar

el Mt

of Georgia. He served as President of the Young Lawyers Section of
the State Bar of Georgia in 1987-88, as President of the State Bar of Georgia 1993-94. He also served two
terms as Treasurer of the State Bar of Georgia. In addition, he served on the Judicial Nominating Commission
for Governors Harris and Miller. He also served as a Trustee of the Georgia Bar Foundation, Chair and Board
Member of the Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia (having presented over 30 substantive
legal presentations for ICLE), and on the Joint Commission on ADR. As President of the Younger Lawyers
Section in 1987 he was instrumental in the founding of the YLD’s Georgia High School Mock Trial Program.
He served as Vice President of the DeKalb Volunteer Lawyers Foundation. He has served as a member of
the Bar’s State Disciplinary Board and as a member of the Investigative and Review Panels. He is a former
member of the Carl Vinson Institute’s Georgia Law-Related Education Consortium. He currently serves on
the Ninth Judicial District’s Office of Dispute Resolution panel and serves as a Trustee of the Georgia Legal
History Foundation. As State Bar President, he spearheaded the passage of State House Bills 1395 and 1398
regarding judicial compensation in Georgia, appearing before more than a dozen newspaper editorial boards
across the state. Sammon was appointed by the Supreme Court of Georgia as a member of the Board of Bar
Examiners in 2010 and served as Chair in 2016. He chaired a Committee of the Bar Examiners that developed
new law student practice rules adopted by the Supreme Court of Georgia that authorized more than 1,000
law students annually to represent low to moderate income Georgians who otherwise might not be able to
afford a lawyer. He was appointed by the Supreme Court of Georgia as the Interim Director of the Office of
Bar Admissions 2017-18.
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THOMAS (“TOM”) G. SAMPSON, SR.
Thomas (“Tom”) G. Sampson Sr. is the Managing Partner of Thomas
Kennedy Sampson & Tompkins LLP and is the product of a family
steeped in the law. His roots are in Durham, where his father, the late
Daniel George Sampson, was a law professor and Dean at North
Carolina Central University. Like his father, Sampson graduated
from Morehouse College and sought a career in law. He has since
practiced law for more than 50 years, building a national trial practice
and reputation in the fields of personal injury, wrongful death, and
medical malpractice litigation. Sampson has represented the City of
Atlanta and the State of Georgia in major litigation and has
prosecuted catastrophic injury cases resulting in several then record-
setting, seven-figure verdicts in state and federal courts. Sampson has several recoveries over $10 million or
more; and numerous million-dollar settlements. Additionally, Sampson has successfully represented Fortune
500 corporations in major litigation.

Throughout his career, Sampson has often been tapped to serve government, the Bar, and the community.
He was appointed by Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin to a special panel to evaluate the Atlanta Municipal
Court and the City Court of Atlanta. He is also a Special Assistant to the Attorney General for the State of
Georgia, having been appointed by Attorney General Thurbert Baker. He was the first African American
inducted into the Georgia Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates, and he has been listed in every
edition of The Best Lawyers in America since 1993. Sampson has served as a Master in both the Bleckley
and Logan Inns of the American Inns of Court. In 2007, Sampson was inducted as a Charter Fellow of the
Litigation Counsel of America, an honor reserved for less than one-half of one percent of lawyers in America.
Locally, Atlanta Magazine has consistently included Sampson in its list of the “Best Lawyers in Atlanta,”
and he has been a Georgia “Super Lawyer” in every year of its existence, an honor reserved for the top 5
percent of the lawyers in the State. In 2006, Morehouse College honored Sampson with its Bennie Trailblazer
Award, the highest level of recognition bestowed upon alumni by the College. In 2010, for his civic
contributions, accomplishments, and leadership, the Atlanta Hawks honored Sampson as a Trailblazer during
a special presentation at a Hawks game in Phillips Arena. On February 26, 2022, Thomas G. Sampson, Sr.
was inducted as a Fellow into the American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL), at its annual meeting in
Coronado, California. Founded in 1950, the ACTL is composed of the best of the trial bar from the United
States, Canada, and Puerto Rico. Fellowship in the College is extended by invitation only and only after
careful investigation, to those experienced trial lawyers, who have mastered the art of advocacy. Membership
in the College cannot exceed one percent of the total lawyer population of any state or province.
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J. HENRY WALKER IV
J. Henry Walker IV serves as the Chair and Chief Executive Officer
of Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP, an international law firm
with over 600 lawyers in 20 offices. In this role, he oversees the
strategic direction and growth of the firm. Mr. Walker leads the firm’s
Executive Committee working closely with them to define and
execute the firm’s strategic objectives. Prior to his election as the
Chair, he served as the firm’s Managing Partner. In 2019, the Atlanta
Business Chronicle named Mr. Walker one of Atlanta’s Most
Admired CEOs. Mr. Walker continues to handle select matters for
clients as a partner on the Firm’s Complex Commercial Litigation
Team. He has spent more than 30 years litigating large complex cases
for clients, focusing on technology and telecommunications matters. Based on his involvement in thousands
of cases and previous in-house counsel experience, he has also provided extensive client counseling on the
best ways to minimize risks and prevent litigation in business initiatives. Mr. Walker has been first chair in
numerous trials and arbitrations involving multimillion dollar business litigation, including claims for breach
of contract, violations of regulations, fraud, and tortious interference. He has served as lead counsel in
numerous successful efforts to defeat class certification, including major federal court litigation alleging
hundreds of millions of dollars in damages. He has provided litigation-related advice on compliance with SEC
regulations and other laws affecting publicly-traded corporations, including drafting board talking points and
disclosure documents. He has also provided litigation risk analysis on multibillion dollar acquisitions. Mr.
Walker rejoined the firm—where he practiced as a partner until 1996—in 2007 after serving as Chief
Litigation Counsel to BellSouth Corporation. Mr. Walker’s mixture of in-house experience and outside
counsel experience provides him with a strong understanding of the challenges facing clients and in-house
counsel. Mr. Walker is very active in the business community and the State Bar of Georgia. He has served on
the State Bar Board of Governors since 1995 and is a former President of the Younger Lawyers Division. He
is amember of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors serving as a member and former Chair
of the Georgia Chamber’s Law and Judiciary Committee and is on the Executive Committee and Board of
Directors of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Walker also served on the State of Georgia Judicial
Nominating Commission which interviewed candidates and provided a “short list” to the Governor for judicial
appointments. Among other recognitions, Mr. Walker was recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® for
Commercial Litigation and Technology Law in 2023 and the ten years immediately preceding. He was also
named a 2017 and 2023 "Atlanta Lawyer of the Year" in the area of Technology Law by The Best Lawyers in
America®. He is listed in the 2022 edition of Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business as
an "Eminent Practitioner” in the area of General Commercial Litigation.
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CONNIE L. WILLIFORD
Judge Connie L. Williford was appointed by Governor Kemp to
the Superior Court bench for the Macon Judicial Circuit (Macon-
Bibb, Peach and Crawford Counties) in October 2020, and she
was then elected in 2022. Judge Williford was born and grew up
in Newnan, Georgia. She graduated from Mercer Law in 2000,
receiving the “Outstanding Law Student” award. She worked for
the next five years with a personal injury firm in Macon before
opening The Law Offices of Connie L. Williford in January
2006. For the next 15 years she practiced almost exclusively as
a family law attorney throughout Middle Georgia. In 2020,
Judge Williford was named “Lawyer of the Year” by the Macon
Bar Association. Judge Williford was also awarded the prestigious “Justice Robert Benham Community
Service Award” for her community service work on behalf of victims of domestic violence, food
insecurity, animal rescue, and access to civil justice. Judge Williford serves as a Master in the William
A. Bootle American Inn of Court, sits on the Georgia Child Support Commission where she currently
co-chairs the Statute Review Subcommittee, and on the Georgia Commission on Family Violence. Judge
Williford is married to James Marsh and they reside in Macon with their four rescue dogs.




