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WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 22, 2023

4 CLE Hours | Includes 2 Hours of Professional CLE Credit

104 MARIETTA ST, NW
ATLANTA, GA 30303

For more information and to register visit http://cjcpga.org/022223-cjcp-sbg_akins-cle/

SPONSORED BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE’S COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONALISM



  

Solicitor-General, Macon-Bibb County

11:15AM -  11:45AM

Karlise Yvette Grier, Executive Director, 
Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism

11:45AM - 11:50AM

AGENDA

Rebecca Holmes Liles Grist, Solicitor-General, Macon-Bibb County

Hon. Michael P. Boggs, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia

Sarah (Sally) Brown Akins, President, State Bar of Georgia

11:50AM - 12:00PM

12:00PM - 12:15PM

12:15PM - 12:30PM

12:30PM - 1:30PM

OPENING REMARKS

OPENING REMARKS

REMEMBERING THE 1988 CONSULTATION ON 
PROFESSIONALISM 

Hon. Andrew A. Pinson, Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia, Moderator

PANEL:
A. James Elliott, Associate Dean, Emory University School of Law

Ronald “Ron” Daniels,
Trial Lawyer, Daniels Taylor Law LLC and 76th President, 
Young Lawyers Division, State Bar of Georgia

Lester B. Johnson, III, Managing Attorney, Lester B. Johnson, III, PC

Hon. Connie L. Williford, Superior Court Judge, Macon Judicial Circuit

STATE BAR OF GEORGIA PRESIDENT SALLY AKINS 
ALL ABOUT PROFESSIONALISM SIGNATURE CLE

Mistress of Ceremonies: Rebecca Holmes Liles Grist
SPONSORED BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE’S COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONALISM

HOUSEKEEPING & WELCOME

INTRODUCTION OF CHIEF 
JUSTICE BOGGS AND PRESIDENT AKINS

LUNCH & FELLOWSHIP



  

Hon. T. Russell McClelland, III
Chief Judge, State Court of Forsyth County, Moderator

PANEL:
Alyssa Baskam, Principal, Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & 
Miles, P.C.

Hon. William S. Duffey, Jr., (Retired) United States District Judge,
NDGA

Sara Hamilton,  Associate General Counsel, United Parcel Services, Inc.

Chief Justice Harold D. Melton (Retired)
Partner, Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP

1:30PM - 1:35PM

1:35PM - 2:35PM

2:35PM - 2:40PM

2:40PM - 3:40PM

Hon. Carla Wong McMillian, 
Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia, Moderator

PANEL:
John C. Sammon
Former President, State Bar of Georgia 

Professor Patrick Longan, William Augustus Bootle Chair in 
Professionalism and Ethics, Mercer University School of Law

Thomas (“Tom”) G. Sampson Sr.
Managing Partner, Thomas Kennedy Sampson & Thompson LLP

PANEL TRANSITION | STRETCH BREAK

A LAWYER’S CREED AND THE ASPIRATIONAL STATEMENT 
ON PROFESSIONALISM, HISTORY, CREATION, AND 

RELEVANCE TODAY

“Honestly” AND THE FIRST CONVOCATION ON 
PROFESSIONALISM

PANEL TRANSITION | STRETCH BREAK

State Bar of Georgia President Sally Akins 
Signature Professionalism Signature CLE
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3:40PM - 3:45PM PANEL TRANSITION | STRETCH BREAK

PROFESSIONALISM, COMMUNITY SERVICE, PRO BONO

Molly Barrett Gillis, Partner, The Gillis Law Firm, LLC, 
Moderator 

PANEL:
Hon. Verda M. Colvin, Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia and Chair, 
Judicial Council Access to Justice Committee

Judge William (Bill) Adams (Retired), Of Counsel, Adams Law Firm
Hon. John A. “Trea” Pipkin III, Judge, Court of Appeals of Georgia

J. Henry Walker IV, Chair and Chief Executive Officer, Kilpatrick
Townsend & Stockton LLP 

CLOSING REMARKS4:50PM - 5:00PM

3:45PM - 4:50PM

ADJOURN TO RECEPTION

RECEPTION

5:00PM

5:00PM - 6:15PM

Hon. Steven D. Grimberg, United States District Judge, Northern 
District of Georgia 
Sarah (Sally) Brown Akins, President, State Bar of Georgia

Mistress of Ceremonies: Rebecca Holmes Liles Grist | Solicitor-General, Macon-Bibb County
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Vendors 
Graphic Design by: Bretech Solutions Group

404.803.1786 | www.bretechsolutions.com

Lunch catered by: Carlyle’s Catering 
404.872.4231 | www.carlyles.com

Reception catered by: House of Ambrosia
678.694.8145 | www.houseofambrosia.com



  

REBECCA HOLMES LILES GRIST
Solicitor-General, Macon-Bibb County

HONORABLE MICHAEL P. BOGGS
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia

SARAH (SALLY) BROWN AKINS
President, State Bar of Georgia

ALL ABOUT PROFESSIONALISM SIGNATURE CLE 

The Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism will host State Bar of Georgia President Sally Akins 
Signature Professionalism CLE Program on Wednesday, February 22, 2023, from 11:45 a.m. – 5 p.m., at 
the State Bar of Georgia Atlanta Headquarters. The Commission will provide lunch immediately prior to 
the CLE and have a reception with heavy hors d’oeuvres, wine, and beer immediately following the CLE. 
The CLE will examine the history of the professionalism movement in Georgia, explore how Georgia’s 
concepts of professionalism evolved, and consider how professionalism impacts Georgia lawyers in today’s legal 
environment. The CLE is approved in Georgia for 4 hours of CLE credit, including 2 hours of professionalism 
CLE credit. The cost to attend the CLE in person is $25, which includes the cost of the CLE credit, the lunch, 
and the reception. A live webcast of the CLE will also be available for $50. For more information about 
tickets and the Commission’s refund policy visit http://cjcpga.org/022223-cjcp-sbg_akins-cle/.

Acknowledgments
Thank you to Commission Chair, Chief Justice Michael P. Boggs for his leadership and guidance in all of 
the Commission’s endeavors. Thank you to Commission Advisor, Justice Andrew A. Pinson, for his advice 
regarding the Commission’s work. The Commission thanks State Bar of Georgia President, Sarah 
(Sally) Brown Akins, for her vision in spearheading this program and for making professionalism one of the 
hallmarks of her platform during her presidency. Thank you to the members of the Commission’s CLE 
Committee who served as the planning team for this program and who are as follows: Rebecca Holmes 
Liles Grist (Chair), Molly Barrett Gillis, Professor Patrick Longan, Judge T. Russell McClelland, and 
Adwoa Ghartey-Tagoe Seymour. Thank you to Commission Advisor, Jennifer Davis Ward, and Commission 
Liaison, Dee Dee Worley, for providing additional staff support for the program. Thank you to our vendors.

Thank you to all of the program participants and attendees for joining us for the CLE!
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