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2023 Law School Orientations
on Professionalism

The Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism thanks all the lawyers
and judges for helping to make the 2023 Law School Orientations on

Professionalism a success.

BY KARLISE Y. GRIER

When the Supreme Court of Georgia
adopted A Lawyer’s Creed and the Aspi-
rational Statement on Professionalism in
1992, it wrote, “It is the Court’s hope that
Georgia’s lawyers, judges and legal educa-
tors will use the following aspirational

ideals to reexamine the justifications of
the practice of law in our society and to
consider the implications of those justifi-
cations for their conduct. The Court feels
that enhancement of professionalism can
be best brought about by the cooperative
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efforts of the organized bar, the courts and
the law schools with each group working
independently, but also jointly in that
effort.” For the past 31 years, the Chief
Justice’s Commission on Professional-
ism, along with the State Bar of Georgia’s
Committee on Professionalism, have
partnered to bring the Court’s vision to
life during the Law School Orientations
on Professionalism. In August 2023, the
Commission, along with the Bar’s 2022-
23 Committee on Professionalism, un-
der the leadership of Committee Chair
Joshua Bosin and Committee Vice Chair
Michael Herskowitz organized the 31st
Annual Law School Orientations on Pro-
fessionalism, which were held at all five
of Georgia’s ABA-accredited law schools.
The orientations are designed to provide
incoming first year law students with
their first introduction to professional-
ism. Georgia lawyers and judges apply to
serve as group leaders during small-group
breakout sessions at the orientations to
help students learn the meaning of pro-
fessionalism and why it is important for
them as law students. The 130 lawyers
and judges who volunteered to serve as
group leaders in 2023 ensured the contin-

Supreme Court of Georgia Chief Justice
Michael P. Boggs giving remarks at the
Georgia State University College of Law
Orientation on Professionalism.
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ued success of the orientations. Several of
the group leaders participated in orienta-
tions at more than one school. In addi-
tion, several other judges and one lawyer
served as plenary speakers during the pro-
fessionalism orientations. Supreme Court
of Georgia Chief Justice Michael P. Boggs,
for example, made brief remarks regard-
ing professionalism and administered the
Professionalism Oath and Honor Code
Pledge at Georgia State University College
of Law. Chief Justice Boggs also shared his
thoughts on professionalism in a letter
provided to the law students at all of the
schools. He shared in his letter, “You are
now a member of your law school com-
munity, and you will eventually become
a member of the Bar. You will often in-
teract with one another in stressful, cha-
otic environments that are designed to
be adversarial. But you should never put
aside the moral compass you brought with
you to law school or forget that we are all
colleagues in a noble profession. For our
profession to thrive, we must remember
that the way in which we resolve disputes
defines part of the character of our society
and we should act accordingly.”

Hon. J. Antonio “Tony” DelCampo, the
61st president of the State Bar of Georgia
also provided a letter to the law students
at each of the law schools that emphasized
the importance of relationships and ser-
vice. He wrote: “Beginning with your first
moments as a law student, it is important
that you establish solid professional and
social relationships with your classmates
because this is one of the foundational ele-
ments of professionalism. While you may
not realize it yet, the relationships that
you establish with your peers will benefit
you throughout your entire professional
life. ... T also encourage you to get involved
in your law school, your community and
in civic organizations—even as a law stu-
dent. Getting involved is not only good
for your soul, it is not only good for doing
what is right, but it is also good for your
legal career.”

Group leaders for the orientations at

(1) Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School;

(2) Emory University School of Law; and
(3) Georgia State University College of Law.
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Group leaders for the orientation at Mercer University Walter F. George School of Law.

Group leaders for the orientation at University of Georgia School of Law.

The subcommittee that planned the
2023 law school orientation programs
was chaired by J. Maria Waters and Kacey
Baine. The members of the Law School
Orientation on Professionalism Subcom-
mittee, which planned the orientations,
included several lawyers, law students and
one judge. The subcommittee members
were: Associate Dean Kent Barnett, As-
sistant Director Leron Burge, Professor
Nathan S. Chapman, Andrew Ligon Fant,
Professor Derrick Howard, Hon. Shuku-
ra L. Ingram, Ashley S. Lewis, Associate
Dean Tameka Lester, Professor Patrick
Longan, Travis Lynes, C. Brad Marsh and
Kevin C. Patrick. The Commission and
Committee also wish to acknowledge the
support staff of our law school partners:
Leron Burge, Atlanta’s John Marshall
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Law School; Franklin B. Lebo, Emory
University School of Law; Shreeca S. Lott,
Emory University School of Law; Jean-
nie Zipperer, Mercer University Walter
F. George School of Law; Cody Teague,
Georgia State University College of Law;
Amanda Jean Fox, University of Geor-
gia School of Law; Casey Anne Graham,
University of Georgia School of Law; and
Chantelle Tickles, University of Georgia
School of Law.2

On a personal note, I have discov-
ered that by participating in the orien-
tations, I “get back” as much as I give by
my participation. This was also true in
2023 and in one particularly unexpected
way. During one of the breaks at an ori-
entation session, a student shared with
me that he had actually read an article I
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wrote, “The Necessity of Unparalleled
Unity,” which had been included in the
written materials for the orientation.
It made my day! If you are looking for
a fun and meaningful way to serve our
profession, please consider applying to
participate as a group leader at the 2024
professionalism orientations.*

The Commission and the Committee
thank our partners (including deans, pro-
fessors, law students and support staff) at
each of Georgia’s five ABA-accredited law
schools for their dedication to making this
program a success. Moreover, the Com-
mission and the Committee could not hold
the orientation without the help of the
many lawyers and judges who volunteer
each year to serve as plenary speakers or
to lead the small-group breakout sessions.
It is because of each of these individuals
that the Commission and the Committee
can continue to make the award-winning
Law School Orientations on Professional-
ism an outstanding success! 0

Karlise Y. Grier

Executive Director
WINICEABAGRCYEGRETICGIGTH

on Professionalism
kygrier@cjcpga.org

Endnotes

1. See Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism, Lawyer’s Creed, A
]

Statement on Professionalism,
http://cjcpga.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/2-Lawyers-
CreedAspStatement-v-2013-Line-
Number-with-new-logo-and-
seal-v07-25-19.pdf (last visited Aug. 31,
2023).

2. For more information regarding the
2023 Law School Orientations on
Professionalism, visit https://cjcpga.
org/law-school-orientations-on-
professionalism-2023/.

3. SeeKarlise Y. Grier, The Necessity of
Unparalleled Unity, Ga. Bar. J. Vol. 26,
No. 1, p. 70-72 (August 2020).

4. To add your name to the list to receive
the 2024 group leader application,
visit https://cjcpga.org/law-school-
orientations-on-professionalism-2024/.
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Michael B. Abramson
Crighton T. Allen
Denise L. Allen

Mecca S. Anderson

Anna Marie Arceneaux
Amber N. Arnette
Eleanor Mixon Attwood
Sarah T. Babcock

Hon. Eric Alvin Ballinger
Roy Amit Banerjee
Stewart M. Banner
Meredith M. Barnes
Hon. Shakara M. Barnes
Samantha M. Beskin-Schemer
William J. Black III
Thomas Charles Blaska II
Lauren L. Boffill

Anna G. Bolden

Emily R. Bramer

Robyn D. Brown
Courtney M. Brubaker
Brian D. Burgoon

Mark G. Burnette

Hon. Stephanie D. Burton
Scott D. Cahalan

James E. Carlson
Raymond P. Carpenter
James Wickliffe Cauthorn
Hon. Edwina M. Charles
Natalie Chavis Fisher
David Gan-wing Cheng
Darryl B. Cohen

Ramona A. Condell

Lisa R. Coody

Lawrence A. Cooper
Hon. Linda S. Cowen
Charles E. Cox Jr.
Elizabeth T. Crymes
Charles W. Cullen

Hon. Clarence Cuthpert Jr.
Theodore Harris Davis Jr.
Isaiah D. Delemar

Alisha Ann Dickie

Hon. Sterling P. Eaves
James D. Elliot

David H. Emadi

Barry Lane Fitzpatrick
Angela N. Frazier
Adrianne C. Freeman
Megan A. Glimmerveen
Hon. Elizabeth Gobeil
Jennifer B. Gore-Cuthbert
Hon. Maureen M. Gottfried
Karlise Y. Grier

Blake Dexter Halberg
James W. Hays

Adam L. Hebbard

Lisa Robinson Hernandez
Wade W. Herring
Michael V. Herskowitz
J.B. Hilliard

Thomas Tucker Hobgood
Stephen J. Hodges

Nicole S. Holcomb

Sheila S. Huddleston
Julie E. Hunter-Anderson

Hon. Phillip Jackson

Hon. Gary E. Jackson

Lauren E. Jirak

Bryce A. Johnson

Eric T. Johnson

Bethany Nicole Johnston
Shiriki C. Jones

Hon. Paula Elaine Kapiloff
Marcus G. Keegan

Professor Kendall Kerew

Joi Siler King

Hon. Rhonda Bender Kreuziger
Jeanney Kutner

Kevin V. Kwashnak

Paige Laine

Eric C. Lang

Hon. Heather H. Lanier

Hon. John K. Larkins

Shana N.M. Laster

Ashley S. Lewis

April S. Lipscomb

Professor Patrick E. Longan
Alexander S. Lurey

Kenneth W. Mauldin

Kevin A. Maxim

David H. McCain

Jason McCarter

Hon. Christopher J. McFadden
Lynita M. Mitchell-Blackwell
Jennifer Campbell Mock
Hon. Shondeana Crews Morris
Samantha M. Mullis

Hon. David E. Nahmias

2023 Plenary Speakers and/or Administration of Professionalism
Oath or Student Honor Code Pledge

Aug. S
Aug. 8
Aug. 10
Aug. 11
Aug. 1

Hon. Eric Richardson
Chief Justice Michael P. Boggs
Hon. Glenda Hatchett
Hon. Connie Williford

Naveen Ramachandrappa

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School
Georgia State University College of Law
Emory University School of Law

Mercer University School of Law

University of Georgia School of Law

William D. NeSmith III
Robert E. Norman

Samuel S. Olens

Hon. Samuel Dwight Ozburn
Ashley N. Payne

Benjamin A. Pearlman
Kristen Charrise Quinton
David A. Rapaport

Hon. Sharon H. Reeves
Maria M. Rodriguez

Mark Alan Rogers

Kathryn Ann Rookes
Timothy J. Santelli
Margaret R. Schweizer
Lauren B. Shubow

Hon. Ethelyn N. Simpson
Robert Wright Smith
Christian J. Steinmetz III
Matthew Britt Stoddard
Deidre J. Stokes

Henry C. Tharpe

Professor John P. Thielman
Georgette M.C. Thinn
James R. Thompson

Torin D. Togut

Uchenna Mary-Anne Uzoka
Professor Randee J. Waldman
Thomas Leland Walker
Julayaun Maria Waters

Jill Thrasher Young

Are you interested in
serving as a group
leader for the 2024 Law
School Orientations on
Professionalism? Complete
the contact form found at
bit.ly/groupleader2024.
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