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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the
celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the Chief
Justice’'s Commission on Professionalism.

Twenty-five years ago, the Supreme Court

of Georgia created the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism, the first
court-created entity in the world to address
lawyer professionalism through educational
programs and activities. Chief Justice Hugh P.
Thompson now serves as Commission Chair,
following in the footsteps of Chief Justices
Thomas O. Marshall, George H. p‘f"”eyf Harold Left to right: Avarita L. Hanson, Hulett H. “Bucky”
G. Clarke, Charles L. Weltner, Willis B. Hunt, Askew and Sally Evans Lockwood.
Jr., Robert Benham, Norman S. Fletcher, Leah

Ward Sears and Carol W. Hunstein. The Commission has also been served well by its past
executive directors, Hulett H. “Bucky” Askew and Sally Evans Lockwood. In collaboration

with the State Bar of Georgia and others, the Commission has developed significant award-
winning programs, such as the Justice Robert Benham Community Service Awards, Law
School Orientation Programs and Transition Into Law Practice Program, to name a few. It is
now time to celebrate those achievements.

The pillars of professionalism include: competence, civility, community and public service, and
ensuring access to justice. To these ends, this 25th Anniversary Celebration will benefit the
Georgia Legal Services Program (GLSP), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide
low-income Georgians with access to justice and opportunities to overcome poverty. Since its
inception by the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar in 1971, GLSP has provided free
civil legal services to low-income individuals and families. Ten regional GLSP offices serve
154 counties in Georgia, outside of Atlanta, covering the most rural areas of Georgia.

During this event, we will honor Commission Co-Founder A. James Elliott, now Associate Dean
and Professor at Emory University School of Law, Past President of the State Bar of Georgia,
Past President of the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia, Co-Founder of the
Georgia Legal Services Program and the architect of the IOLTA program for funding legal aid
and other projects. He is a champion of professionalism and access to justice.

On behalf of the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism and the Georgia Legal
Services Program, we thank the many sponsors and guests who support this occasion. Your
contributions will support our important efforts to provide access to justice in Georgia. Thank
you for joining us as we celebrate, commemorate and elevate professionalism amongst
Georgia’s bench and bar on this historic evening.

Warm regards,

&wbm}n k. drngon

Avarita L. Hanson
Executive Director

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
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A Prie) Histowy of the Commission

This year the Georgia legal community
commemorates and celebrates the

25th anniversary of the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism
(Commission). The mission of the
Commission is to support and encourage
lawyers to exercise the highest levels of
professional integrity in their relationships
with their clients, other lawyers, the courts
and the public, and to fulfill their obligations
to improve the law and legal system

and to ensure access to that system.

The Commission’s 25th anniversary is
significant in that it provides an opportunity
to both reflect on its development,
operations and successes and to envision
its future challenges and opportunities to
fulfill its mission.

After a series of meetings of key figures

in Georgia's legal community in 1988,

in February of 1989, the Supreme Court

of Georgia created the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism, the first
entity of this kind in the world created by a
high court to address legal professionalism.
In March of 1989, the Rules of the State

Bar of Georgia were amended to lay out the
purpose, members, powers and rules of the
Commission. The brainchild of Chief Justice
Thomas Marshall and past Emory University
President James Laney, they were joined by
Justices Charles Weltner and Harold Clarke
and then State Bar President A. James Elliot
in forming the Commission. The impetus

for this entity then and now is to address
uncivil approaches to the practice of law, as
many believe legal practice is departing from
its traditional stance as a high calling—like
medicine and the clergy-to a business.

The Commission carefully crafted a statement
of professionalism, “A Lawyers Creed and
Aspirational Statement on Professionalism,”
rules and standards addressing attorneys'
relationships with colleagues, clients, judges,
law schools and the public and retained

its first executive director, Hulett “Bucky”
Askew. Professionalism continuing legal
education was mandated and programming
requirements were developed by then

assistant and second executive director Sally
Evans Lockwood.

In the 1990s, after a series of convocations
with the bench and bar to discern
professionalism issues from practitioners’
views, the State Bar instituted new initiatives,
such as the Committee on Inclusion in the
Profession (formerly known as the Women
and Minorities in the Profession Committee).
Then the Commission sought the concerns of
the legal community and the public in a series
of town hall meetings held around Georgia.
Two concerns were raised in these meetings:
lack of civility and the economic pressures

of law practice. As a result, the State Bar

of Georgia established the Law Practice
Management Program.

Over the years, the Commission has
worked with the State Bar to establish other
programs that support professionalism ideals,
including the Consumer Assistance Program
and the Diversity Program. In 1993, under
President Paul Kilpatrick, the State Bar's
Committee on Professionalism partnered
with the Commission in establishing the first
Law School Orientation on Professionalism
Program for incoming law students held at
every Georgia law school. This program is
now replicated at more than 40 U.S. law
schools. It engages volunteer practicing
attorneys, judges and law professors with
law students in small group discussions of
hypothetical contemporary professionalism
and ethics situations.

Fifteen years ago, the Justice Robert Benham
Community Service Awards Program was
initiated to recognize members of the bench
and bar who have combined a professional
career with outstanding service to their
communities around Georgia.

The honorees are cited for voluntary
participation in community organizations,
government-sponsored activities, youth
programs, religious activities or humanitarian
work outside of their professional practice

or judicial duties. This program is now held
annually at the State Bar Headquarters in
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Atlanta, is co-sponsored by the Commission
and the State Bar, and attracts several
hundred attendees who celebrate the
community and public servants.

Today, the Commission is under the direction
and management of its third executive
director, veteran attorney and former law
professor, Avarita L. Hanson. It continues

to support and advise persons locally,
nationally and globally who are interested

in professionalism programming and
maintains a resource library to support its
mission. The Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Georgia serves as its chair, and in
this historic year both Chief Justice Carol
Hunstein and Chief Justice Hugh Thompson
serve in that capacity. The Commission has
22 members representing practicing lawyers,
the state appellate and trial courts, the federal
district court, all Georgia law schools and

the public. It meets three times a year and

in addition to its executive director, staff
includes Terie Latala, assistant director, and
Nneka Harris Daniel, administrative assistant.
With its chair, members and staff, the
Commission is well-equipped to inspire and
develop programs to address today's needs
of the legal profession and those concerns on
the horizon.

The Commission works through committees
(Access to Justice, Finance and Personnel,
Educational Video Projects, Professionalism
Curriculum, Benham Awards Selection) in
carrying out some of its duties. It also works
with other state and national entities, such
as the American Bar Association’s Center
for Professional Responsibility and its other
groups. The executive director currently
serves as the chair of the ABA Consortium
on Professionalism Initiatives, a group

that informs and vets ideas of persons
interested in development of professionalism
programs. She has authored an article

on “Reputation,” for the recently released
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Baker Donelson proudly congratulates
the Chief Justice's Commission on
Protessionalism on its 25th Anniversary.

www.bakerdonelson.com

ABA publication, Essential Qualities of the
Professional Lawyer. To keep Georgia

Bar members abreast of professionalism
activities and issues, there is a regular
column on the Professionalism Page of every
issue of the Georgia Bar Journal. Current
Commission projects include: addressing
issues of aging lawyers in the practice of law,
intergenerational communications, innovations
in professionalism law school curriculum and
supporting access to justice initiatives.

After 25 years, the measure of effectiveness
of the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism may ultimately rest in the
actions, character and demeanor of every
Georgia lawyer. There remains work to do.
The Commission’s leadership and dedication
to this cause, along with Georgia's capable,
committed and innovative bench and bar, will
continue to lead the charge, movement and
dialogue on legal professionalism.

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION



Chief Justice Hugh P.
Thompson, a native
Georgian and
resident of
Milledgeville, was
appointed to the
Supreme Court of
. Georgia by Gov. Zell
Miller on March 1,
1994. Prior to

' o becoming a justice
on the Supreme Court, Justice Thompson
served as a superior court judge in the eight-
county Ocmulgee Judicial Circuit, having
been appointed to that position in 1979 by
Gov. George Busbee. He was re-elected
repeatedly by the citizens of the Ocmulgee
Judicial Circuit and served from 1979-94. He
served in the capacity of chief judge of the
Ocmulgee Circuit from 1987-94.

Before his appointment as a superior court
judge, Justice Thompson served from 1971-
79 as both judge of the Milledgeville City
Court and judge of the Baldwin County Court
(now known as the State Court). From 1969-
79, Justice Thompson was engaged in the
general practice of law in Milledgeville, Ga.
He received his legal education from the
Walter F. George School of Law of Mercer
University, earning his Juris Doctorate degree

A Lawyer's Creed

in 1969. Justice Thompson received his
undergraduate training from Emory University
and Oglethorpe University.

Justice Thompson's achievements are
numerous. He served as president of the
statewide Council of Superior Court Judges
from 1993-94. He was the 1994 recipient of
the Outstanding Alumnus Award conferred
by the alumni of Mercer University Law
School. In 1993, Justice Thompson received
the Distinguished Achievement Award from
the Baldwin County Bar Association. He
received the Outstanding Public Service
Award from the Milledgeville Kiwanis Club in
1988, the Distinguished Service Award from
the Milledgeville Jaycees in 1972, and is an
Eagle Scout. Among his many professional
affiliations, he is a member of the State Bar
of Georgia, American Bar Association and
American Judges Associations. He served
as a member of the vestry of St. Stephens
Episcopal Church, Milledgeville, from 1989-
92, and is a past member of the Milledgeville
Jaycees and Rotary Club.

Justice Thompson is married to Jane D.
Thompson, a retired teacher and speech
therapist with the Baldwin County School
System. The Thompsons have two adult sons.

TO MY CLIENTS, | offer faithfulness,
competence, diligence and good judgment. |
will strive to represent you as | would want to
be represented and to be worthy of your trust.

TO THE OPPOSING PARTIES AND THEIR
COUNSEL, | offer fairness, integrity and
civility. | will seek reconciliation and, if

we fail, | will strive to make our dispute a
dignified one.

TO THE COURTS, and other tribunals, and
to those who assist them, | offer respect,
candor and courtesy. | will strive to do honor
to the search for justice.

CHIEF JUSTICE’S COMMISSION ON PROFESSIONALISM

TO MY COLLEAGUES IN THE PRACTICE
OF LAW, | offer concern for your welfare.

| will strive to make our association a
professional friendship.

TO THE PROFESSION, | offer assistance. |
will strive to keep our business a profession
and our profession a calling in the spirit of
public service.

TO THE PUBLIC and our systems of justice,

| offer service. | will strive to improve the law
and our legal system, to make the law and our
legal system available to all, and to seek the
common good through the representation of
my clients.
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A. James Elliott, a
Georgia native, grew
up in Atlanta where
he attended J. C.
Murphy High School.
. He recalls spending
his Sundays
attending church and
enjoying suppers
afterwards where he
; shared values and
stories with friends and family. He enjoyed
summers with relatives in Rutledge,
developing his character, personal history
and values. Elliot’s values are evident,
simple, yet strong. To him it is important to
achieve and continue to strive for
professional excellence. It is important to help
your neighbors, especially those less
fortunate. It is important to recognize the
humanity in and be kind to all you encounter.
Perhaps, it is most important to treat others
as you would like to be treated—a basic
biblical tenet and the premise of
professionalism. Elliott brought his direction—
his moral compass—to the legal profession.

Elliott developed his professional competence
by receiving his B.A. in Economics from
Emory University in 1963. He honed his
leadership skills in college as a member of
the Senior Honor Society, serving on the
College Council (student government) and

as president of his fraternity, Sigma Chi. He
continued his education at Emory where he
received his J.D. in 1966. In law school he
was named to the Bryan Honor Society and
served as associate editor of The Journal of
Public Law, as vice president of the Student
Bar Association and on the Honor Council.
He has remained a strong supporter of
Emory, serving on the Emory University
Board of Visitors, chair of the Coca-Cola
Challenge (University Annual Fund), chair of
the Law School Council, board member of the
Association of Emory Alumni, chair of the Law
School Fund and president of the Law School
Alumni Association. In 1997, Elliott received
his MBA from Kennesaw State University and
was named to Beta Gamma Sigma.

Admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in June
of 1966, Elliott embarked on a stellar career,
practicing 28 years with the Atlanta law

firm of Alston & Bird, from 1967-95. He was
named a partner in 1971 and specialized in
commercial real estate with an emphasis on
foreign investment in U.S. real estate while
chairing the real estate department and
professional personnel committee.

Since 1996, Elliott has been the associate
dean at Emory Law where he teaches
professional responsibility, banking and
commercial real estate finance. While
practicing, he began to use his skills as a
teacher and scholar, serving as an adjunct
professor at Emory University School of Law
from 1972-82. He has chaired or served

on the panels of approximately 30 CLE
seminars sponsored by the American Law
Institute/American Bar Association, Practicing
Law Institute, Warren, Gorham & Lamont
Publishing Company, Institute of Continuing
Legal Education in Georgia and Atlanta Bar
Association. This practitioner turned law
school administrator and educator is an avid
advocate and exemplar for students learning
practical skills and serving their communities.
Elliott is concerned about the future of legal
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education and would like to see law schools
reduce the number of students admitted, so
that the schools do not produce 40 percent
more graduates than for whom there are
available jobs. He believes that recent law
school graduates need to be assured that
there is good opportunity for them to obtain a
full-time legal position. He would also like law
schools, especially higher-ranked institutions,
to fully appreciate that they need to do more
to prepare graduates to be ready to practice
law. Elliott would encourage the Supreme
Court of Georgia—in its role of regulating the
legal profession and approving lawyers to
become licensed—to consider a dual track

for approval to take the bar examination. In
addition to the traditional track of fitness plus
competency evidenced by completion of a
three-year law school curriculum, Elliott would
propose that after fitness determination,

law students complete two years of the law
school curriculum and a one-year practical
skills internship. He posits that the new track
could reduce the students’ law school debt by
one-third, while maintaining their competency
to take the bar examination.

This leader from Emory has also been a leader
of Georgia's legal community. He served the
State Bar of Georgia in its highest capacities,
first as president of the Younger Lawyers
Section (now Young Lawyers Division) in
1976, then as president of the State Bar

from 1988-89. He served on its Executive
Committee (1975- 80; 1984-90), Board of
Governors (1976-90), State Disciplinary Board
(1976, 1987-90) and chaired its Real Estate
Section (1974) and Legal Aid Committee and
the Institute of Continuing Legal Education
Board of Trustees.

As State Bar president, Elliott emphasized
the need to assist lawyers with personal
issues that interfered with their ability to
practice law competently. This resulted in
the development of the Lawyers Assistance
Program (LAP) as an in house Bar program.
LAP addresses issues such as alcohol and
drug use, depression, mental illness and
lawyer suicide. This program continues to
provide a resource for lawyers to meet their

needs for rehabilitation and restoration of
their competence.

His other Bar-related activities include
chairing the Supreme Court Commission to
Evaluate Disciplinary Enforcement from 1994-
96 and the governor’s select Commission

for Judicial Selection from 1987-91. He is a
fellow of the American College of Real Estate
Lawyers, American College of Mortgage
Attorneys and the American and Georgia

Bar Foundations. Other bar association
memberships include: the American Bar
Association, International Bar Association,
Atlanta Bar Association, Old War Horse
Lawyers Club (president) and Lawyers Club
of Atlanta.

A LEGACY FOR THE LEGAL COMMUNITY
In the legal community, Elliott has been an
effective leader and innovator. When he
sees a need, he seeks to fill it efficiently,
effectively and pragmatically. Elliott considers
what he accomplished in his Bar leadership
roles his most significant professional
achievements. His legacy in the legal
community is threefold: he is a co-founder of
the Georgia Legal Services Program; he is a
co-founder of IOLTA; and he is a co-founder
of the Commission.

Co-Founder of Georgia Legal

Services Program

Elliott has consistently been a creative leader
in efforts in Georgia to ensure access to
justice for all Georgians. While president of
the Younger Lawyers Section, he cofounded
the Georgia Indigents Legal Services
Program and served as its board president.
This public interest law firm later became the
Georgia Legal Services Program, which has
provided legal services to close to 1 million
Georgians. In 1991, Elliott received the Arthur
Von Briesen Award, which is given annually
by the National Legal Aid and Defender
Association to one lawyer in private practice
for substantial volunteer contributions to the
legal assistance movement for the poor.

Architect of IOLTA for Funding Civil Legal Aid
Seeing the need for reliable, permanent



funding for civil legal aid, Elliott,
along with Cubbedge Snow Jr.,
orchestrated the development of

the State Bar's mandatory IOLTA
Program. As president of the State
Bar, he played a pivotal role in
Georgia’s adoption of the IOLTA
Program. Today, the Georgia

Bar Foundation is responsible for
allocating IOLTA funds and has
distributed more than $100 million to
organizations like Atlanta Legal Aid
Society and Georgia Legal Services
Program. “Without that money, these
legal services organizations could
have not provided anything like the

Officers of Georgia Indigents Legal Services, Inc., meeting with
Family and Children Services Director Jim Parham and Deputy

amount of service they have provided,” Director Herschel Saucier, in the GILS offices in Atlanta. (Left
Elliott says. “It's nice to be able to look to right) John Mayer (staff), John Cromartie (staff), Phil Heiner,
back and see that you were a part of
something that has provided a lot of
help to a lot of people.”

Co-Founder of the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism

During his Bar presidency, Elliott was one of
five men, including Supreme Court of Georgia
Justices Thomas O. Marshall, Charles
Weltner and Harold Clarke, and then Emory
University President James Laney, that co-
founded the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism after determining that the
antidote to growing unprofessional behavior
in the State Bar was for the Supreme Court
of Georgia to institutionalize professionalism
by creating a professionalism organization.
The Commissions’ mission is “to support
and encourage lawyers to exercise the
highest levels of professional integrity in
their relationships with their clients, other

Nancy Cheves, Jim Parham, Bill Ide, Betsey Neele, Herschel
Saucier, Bettye Kehrer (staff); Jim Elliott and Ben Shapiro (with

backs to camera). Photo courtesy of Emory Law.

lawyers, the courts, and the public and to
fulfill their obligations to improve the law and
the legal system and to ensure access to
that system.” In regard to the Commission’s
overall effectiveness, Elliott says “from the
beginning we recognized that no empirical
data would show well that Georgia lawyers
were professional or unprofessional.”
However, from anecdotal evidence over

the years from Georgia lawyers, he finds
that “lawyers who were initially forced by
mandatory CLE to attend a professionalism
program and who were tempted to leave
early, often found themselves engrossed

in the subject matter and exchange of the
participants.” That the Commission was the
first statewide commission founded by a court
to address lawyer professionalism is of itself

Working for the Profession
and the Public

Darrell L. Sutton
2015-14 YLD President
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a significant fact. Encouraged by Georgia’'s
bold first step, judges and lawyers in other
states followed and established commissions
on professionalism.

COMMITMENT TO INCLUSION

Elliott was recently recognized by the State
Bar of Georgia’s Diversity Program during
the 2013 Fall CLE and Luncheon Opening
Program. The seminar provided a dialogue
on the historical and practical perspective
of diversity in the State Bar of Georgia,
particularly in its leadership. As president

of the Younger Lawyers Section, Elliott
appointed a number of women to leadership
positions and encouraged their involvement
with the State Bar. While serving as Bar
president, he appointed the first African-
American female lawyer to serve on the
Board of Governors. This appointment

was a catalyst for more diverse lawyers

to participate with the Bar at all levels, for
positive changes in the Bar programs and
policies, and for more fairness and inclusion
in the courts. It also served to improve the
public perception of access and fairness in
Georgia courts and its judicial system. This
action, taken by Elliott just 25 years ago, is
perhaps even more significant as the State
Bar of Georgia will welcome its first African-
American president, Patrise Perkins-Hooker,
in June.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

One aspect of professionalism is community
and public service. In addition to his Bar
and legal services activities, Elliott has had
a longtime involvement with community
organizations and institutions. Beneficiaries
of Elliott’s service include: the American
Heart Fund, Canadian-American Society

of the Southeastern United States, Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce- Environmental

Wission Statement

Task Force, Georgia Committee for Ethical
Judicial Campaigns, Woodruff Arts Center,
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Leadership
Atlanta, Leadership Georgia, United Way
and Emory University. Elliott has served

on the corporate boards of: U-K American
Properties, Crescent Banking Company and
Crescent Mortgage Company.

Elliott advises today’s new lawyers that

they are not precluded from giving time

and financial support to those needing but
unable to pay for legal representation. He
recognizes that it is difficult to be a lawyer,
yet he advocates that wise choices can be
made to achieve some life balance and lots of
professional satisfaction.

At the other end of the career spectrum,
Elliott posits that senior lawyers will be able
to adjust to the situation when they can no
longer do what they may have done for 30,
50 or more years. Senior lawyers have the
opportunity to use their great talents and
experiences as volunteers and mentors, if
only for one day a week at a legal aid office
and for the benefit of others.

It is clear that Elliott is a champion for justice
and professionalism. His purpose in life has
been to uplift justice. His direction has been
to ensure justice not only for those with

easy access, but also for those who could
not afford it. This gentleman, esteemed
practitioner, leader, community servant

and law professor has a lifetime of purpose
that has positively affected thousands of
Georgians. Sometimes the power of one and
the use of that power makes changes for
many. In Georgia, we are fortunate to have
Elliott in our lawyer ranks and we all owe him
a wealth of gratitude for his courage, efforts,
purpose and direction.

The mission of the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism is to support
and encourage lawyers to exercise the
highest levels of professional integrity in their

relationships with their clients, other lawyers,
the courts, and the public and to fulfill their
obligations to improve the law and the legal
system and to ensure access to that system.



