Judicial Professionalism Materials

from

Charles Prescott (“Chuck”) Boring
Robbins Alloy Belinfante Littlefield LLC

For

JUDICIAL PROFESSIONALISM: REFLECTIONS FROM THE BAR
CLE on July 18, 2024




Demeanor







COURTS

Judge Accused Of Stealing Vegetables From Garden Resigns

No, this isn’t the Tale of Peter Rabbit.

By KATHRYN RUBINO on August 3, 2022 at 1:43 PM
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Chief Magistrate Judge Eddie Anderson PROGRESSIVE
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of Tattnall County, Georgia, resigned
from his job last week. You see, he was
arrested for making a terroristic threat
and violating his oath as a public officer.

But the reason for the altercation that
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led to the arrest is what's really turning
heads. Because like a children’s book, it
all turns boils down to picking vegetables from a garden.

As reported by Law360:




Demeanor

« CJC Rule 1.2:

 Judges shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary.

* CJC Rule 2.3:
 Judges shall perform judicial duties without bias or prejudice.
* A judge shall not, in the performance of judicial duties, by words or conduct
manifest bias or prejudice, or engage in harassment, including bias, prejudice,

or harassment based on age, disability, ethnicity, gender, sex, marital status,
race, religion, sexual orientation, or socioeconomic status.

« CJC Rule 2.8:

- Judges shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses,
lawyers, and others with whom the deal in their official capacity.




Demeanor/Intemperance:
Recent Supreme Court Decision

* In re Inquiry Concerning a Judge, S2120916 (June 22,
2022)

* Georgia Supreme Court found that an isolated episode of intemperance,
occurring during a meeting planned by the Judge, violated CJC Rules 1.2
(A) and 2.8 (B) and warranted a Public Reprimand

* “[The Judge’s] violations were based on non-habitual conduct, with no
evidence that [the judge] used vulgar language or engaged in any sort of
physical altercation”

* “But [the Judge’s] deliberate and conscious planning of this confrontation is
particularly problematic, as [the judge’s] misconduct was not the result of a
sudden or brief loss of temper”







