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Supreme Court of Georgia Justice Andrew 

Pinson gave remarks at the Georgia State 

University College of Law Orientation on 

Professionalism.

PHOTO BY ALEA DE BENGSON

In August 2024, for the 32nd consecu-
tive year, the State Bar of Georgia Com-

mittee on Professionalism, led by Chair 

Michael V. Herskowitz, an attorney with 

the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the North-

ern District of Georgia, and Vice Chair 

Carlos Vilela, a hearing officer with the 

Cobb County Probate Court, and the 

staff of the Chief Justice’s Commission 

on Professionalism hosted the Law School 

Orientations on Professionalism. The ori-

entations continued even during the CO-

VID-19 pandemic when everyone shel-

tered in place because of the commitment 

of Georgia’s five law schools, the dedica-

tion of Georgia’s lawyers and judges who 

served as group leaders, and the work of 

the committee volunteers and Commis-

sion staff. I wondered during that time if 

we would have difficulty convincing our 

volunteer group leaders to return to the 

schools in person once we were allowed 

to gather again. Fortunately, the history 
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of the last two years has shown that we 
have not. This year, the law schools were 
served by a combined 162 group lead-
ers, 18 of whom served on two different 
dates at two different schools. Special rec-
ognition belongs to Court of Appeals of 
Georgia Presiding Judge Christopher J. 
McFadden, who served as a group leader 
at three of the five law schools. The evalu-
ation results and other information about 
the Law School Orientations on Profes-
sionalism are available on the Commis-
sion’s website at cjcpga.org/law-school-
orientations-on-professionalism-2024.

A reader who is not familiar with the 
Law School Orientations on Professional-
ism may wonder why lawyers and judges 
volunteer for the program. Based on my 
conversations with group leaders from 
diverse backgrounds and practice areas, 
I believe there is one primary answer—
because these lawyers and judges under-
stand the importance of teaching lawyers 
to think about professionalism at the very 
beginning of their legal careers. Supreme 
Court of Georgia Chief Justice Michael  P. 
Boggs expressed a similar view in a letter 
he wrote to the students at each of Geor-
gia’s law schools. In the letter, he wrote: “I 
truly believe that judges and lawyers need 
to emphasize the importance of profes-
sionalism to law students from the very 
start of their legal careers to help avoid 
disciplinary issues, but even more to teach 
that they are part of a professional com-
munity. ... For our profession to thrive, 
we must remember that the way in which 
we resolve disputes defines part of the 
character of our society, and we should 
act accordingly.” 

Group leaders for the Law School Orientation on Professionalism at Georgia State University 
College of Law on Aug. 13.
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AUG. 3
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School
Hon. Eric Richardson
State Court of Fulton County

AUG. 13
Georgia State University College of Law
Justice Andrew A. Pinson
Supreme Court of Georgia

AUG. 15
Emory University School of Law
Hon. Elizabeth L. Branch
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit

AUG. 16
Mercer University Walter F. George 
School of Law
Hon. Shondeana Crews Morris
Superior Court of DeKalb County

AUG. 16
University of Georgia School of Law
Dean Andrea Dennis
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
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The orientations are designed to pro-
vide incoming 1Ls with their first in-
troduction to professionalism. Georgia 
lawyers and judges are invited to serve 
as group leaders during the orientations 
to help students learn the meaning of 

professionalism and why it is important 
for them as law students. The 2024 Law 
School Orientation Subcommittee was 
co-chaired by J. Maria Waters, an at-
torney with Worsham Corsi Dobur & 
Berss, and Samantha M. Beskin-Schemer, 

a partner with Beskin & Beskin P.C. The 
subcommittee is responsible for designing 
the hypothetical problems, learning ob-
jectives and group leader training materi-
als that are used at four of the law school’s 
orientation programs. Other members 
and advisors for the 2024 Law School Ori-
entations Subcommittee were: Hon. Kim-
berly Alexander; Jordan Bracewell, Mer-
cer University Walter F. George School 
of Law, 2024 J.D.; Assistant Director of 
Student Affairs Leron Burge, Atlanta’s 
John Marshall Law School; Professor Na-
than S. Chapman, University of Georgia 
School of Law; Professor Derrick How-
ard, Emory University School of Law; 
Ashley S. Lewis; Angelyn McDonald; C. 
Brad Marsh; Shinnay Richards, Atlanta’s 
John Marshall Law School, 2024 J.D.; 
Director of Student Life Cody Teague, 
Georgia State University College of Law; 
and problem editors Michael Herskowitz; 
Ian Diego Reyes, Georgia State University 
College of Law, 2025 J.D.; Jabu M. Sengo-
va and Carlos Vilela. The subcommittee 
embodies the vision the Supreme Court 
of Georgia had for the state’s legal profes-
sion when it adopted A Lawyer’s Creed 
and the Aspirational Statement on Pro-
fessionalism and wrote: “The Court feels 
that enhancement of professionalism can 
be best brought about by the cooperative 
efforts of the organized bar, the courts, 
and the law schools with each group 
working independently, but also jointly 
in that effort.”

Ivy Cadle, 62nd president of the State 
Bar of Georgia, also personally wrote to 
all of the students to share with them 
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Group leaders for the orientation at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School on Aug. 3.

Group leaders for the orientation at Emory University School of Law on Aug. 15.
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Sarah B. “Sally” Akins

Crighton T. Allen

Mecca S. Anderson

Anna Arceneaux

Eleanor Mixon Attwood

Rocky James Babson

Hon. Eric A. Ballinger

Hon. Kimberly F. Bandoh

Monique Dela Torre Bandong

Maria Banjo

Stewart Banner

Meredith M. Barnes

Samantha M. Beskin-Schemer

William J. Black

Thomas Charles Blaska II

Mara L. Block

Lauren L. Boffill

Nicholas M. Booth

Charles Neely Bowen

Hon. Eric Alan Brewton

Christopher O. Brock

Brian D. Burgoon

Ungeliqua A. Burns

Scott D. Cahalan

Albert Caproni

James E. Carlson

Chelsea Champion

Hon. Edwina M. Charles

Hon. Benjamin W. Cheesbro

Christy Crowe Childers

Rhani Choi

Darryl B. Cohen

S. Christopher Collier

Ramona A. Condell

Daniel Conner

Lisa R. Coody

Lawrence A. Cooper

Nicole Crites

Michael Cross

Elizabeth Tate Crymes

Charles Woods Cullen

Nancy Daspit

Theodore H. Davis

Isaiah D. Delemar

David S. DeLugas

Jeffrey Diamond

Michelle Cohen Egan

Joshua Harris Elbaz

James E. Elliott Jr. 

Barry Lane Fitzpatrick

Maya Hassan Fouad

Angela Nicole Frazier

Adrianne C. Freeman

Franklin T. Gaddy

Siena Berrios Gaddy

Terrica Redfield Ganzy

Jennifer Geada Fernandez

Megan Ashley Glimmerveen

Robin Golivesky

Karlise Y. Grier

Blake Dexter Halberg

James W. Hays

Michael V. Herskowitz

Corey Hirokawa

Thomas Tucker Hobgood

Stephen J. Hodges

Hon. Sheila S. Huddleston

Julie Hunter

Hon. Gary E. Jackson

Hon. Phillip Jackson

TyShawn Y. Jackson

Eric T. Johnson

Jennifer Nichole Johnson

Bethany Nicole Johnston

Kristina Jones

Shiriki Cavitt Jones

Hon. Paula E Kapiloff

Marcus G. Keegan

Bobga L. Kehbuma 

Cari E. King

David A. Kleber

Jean M. Kutner

Kevin V. Kwashnak

Jennifer Lewis

Melina D. Lewis

Hon. Ryan Locke

Patrick E. Longan

Hon. Lisa Lott

Alexander S. Lurey

Elizabeth Markowitz

Charles Brad Marsh

Katie Rose Martin

Gerald Mason

Claire A. Mattson

Kenneth W Mauldin

Kevin A. Maxim

Lauren A. McAuley

David H. McCain

Hon. Cheveda D. McCamy

Hon. Christopher J. McFadden

Ruth Rocker McMullin 

Shannon L. Mills

Jennifer Campbell Mock

Ashley Adams Nechay

William D. NeSmith III

Robert E. Norman

Lyddy E. O’Brien

Hon. Samuel Dwight Ozburn

Benjamin A. Pearlman

Earl Porter

Megan Ross Pulsts

Kristen C. Quinton

David A. Rapaport

Balean Reid

Robin L. Rock

Mark A. Rogers

Claudia Saari

Timothy J. Santelli

Margaret Schweizer

Lauren Beth Shubow

Sara Sibley

Robert Wright Smith

Aimee F. Sobhani

Falon Taylor Michelle Stimpson

Matthew Britt Stoddard

Megan E. Strickler

Donald C. Suessmith Jr.

Michael B. Syrop

Henry C. Tharpe 

John Phillip Thielman

Uchenna Mary-Anne Uzoka

Tash J. Van Dora

Eric A. von Hacke

Randee J. Waldman

Thomas Leland Walker

Emily C. Ward

Kathleen Ann Wasch

Rob G. Wellon

Donald H. White

Samuel Carlos Wood

Carla E. Young

Jill Thrasher Young

Are you interested in serving as a 
group leader for the 2025 Law School 
Orientations on Professionalism? 
Complete the contact form found at 
bit.ly/groupleader2025.



JUDGING PANEL 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Members of the State Bar of Georgia have 
supported the High School Mock Trial Competition 
for 36 seasons. We are asking for a few hours of 
your time as a presiding judge or evaluator (juror) to 
help us achieve a successful 37th season in 2025.
You can receive 1 Hour of CLE credit when you judge 
or score a round.

For more information, contact 
4KEJ�*CTTKU�CV�VJG�/QEM�6TKCN�1Hƒ�EG�
404-527-8779
richardh@gabar.org

�

EARN CLE

Judging Panel volunteers are needed for the 2025 
Georgia High School Mock Trial regional, district 
CPF�UVCVG�ƒ�PCNU�EQORGVKVKQPUБ

Regional Competitions
Jan. 30 – Feb. 2

District Competitions
Feb. 22–23

State Finals Competition
March 14–16

5KIP�7R�1PNKPGБ
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some of the lessons he learned as a law 
student and as a practicing lawyer. 

You don’t get a second chance to 
make a first impression. My law 
school journey began 20 years ago. 
This spring, my law school class-
mate became a Superior Court 
judge. As an adjunct professor, my 
former students are now judges, 
district attorneys, civil servants 
and more. Looking back, I’m grate-
ful that I was friends with many 
and that I established solid profes-
sional and social relationships with 
my classmates. It is much easier to 
become friends with a law school 
classmate than it is to befriend that 
same individual later in life. You 
should know the relationships you 
establish now will carry throughout 
your entire professional life. Take 
the initiative to start developing 
your professional reputation now. 
Be kind to others. Ask questions. 
“Be curious, not judgmental,” like 
Ted Lasso. Learn about your class-
mates and where they come from. 
Twenty years later, you will be glad 
you did. I know I am.

Cadle’s words are great advice for all 
lawyers. They also resonate with me 
because at the law school orientations, 
I often meet group leader volunteers 
who I originally met at different times 
throughout my 30+ year professional ca-
reer. I, too, am glad I got to know these 
colleagues along the way. Mere words 
always seem inadequate to express the 
gratitude I feel for the many lawyers and 
judges who are the heart of the orienta-
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Group leaders for the orientation at Mercer University Walter F. George School of Law on Aug. 16.

Group leaders for the orientation at University of Georgia School of Law on Aug. 16.

tions. Neither the Chief Justice’s Com-
mission on Professionalism, nor the law 
schools nor I could offer this wonderful 
program without our hundreds—liter-
ally—of volunteers. Thus, to them I can 
only say “thank you” and hope they truly 
understand the depth of feeling it encom-
passes. Equally important, I look forward 
to our legal communities—bar, bench and 
academia—continuing jointly to enhance 

professionalism among Georgia’s current 
and future lawyers and judges. z

Karlise Y. Grier
Executive Director
Chief Justice’s Commission 
on Professionalism
kygrier@cjcpga.org


