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There is an irony about the Justice 
Robert Benham Awards for Community 
Service that some members of the Ben-
ham Awards Selection Committee have 
periodically discussed. The irony is the 
fact that Georgia is fortunate to have 
many outstanding lawyers who provide 
extraordinary service to their communi-
ties; however, following in their footsteps 
sometimes appears unattainable. In fact, 
Justice Benham was heard to remark at 
24th Annual Justice Robert Benham 
Awards for Community Service (CSA24), 
that he was unsure he would have been 
selected to receive the award named af-
ter him, if he had been nominated for 
the 2024 awards. I doubt, however, that 
knowing he might never receive an award 
for his service would have prevented Jus-
tice Benham from living a life of service. 

Each year, when I personally work 
to learn details about the service of the 
award recipients, I am amazed by the 
volume and quality of their accomplish-
ments. I believe the award recipients are 
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truly remarkable—and sometimes in-
timidating—individuals when I consider 
the impacts of their accomplishments. 
Nevertheless, as you read this article and 
contemplate the volunteer service of the 
award recipients, I ask you to think about 
your unique gifts, talents and treasures, 
and ask yourself what one small thing 
can I do to serve my community be-
cause inspiring other attorneys to com-
munity service is in fact one of the most 
important purposes of the community  
service awards. 

In this article, I have highlighted some 
of the “bigger” accomplishments of the 
award recipients, but I ask you to think 
about some of the “smaller” aspects of 
service of the award recipients that are 
perhaps within the reach of us (myself in-
cluded) mere mortals. I can’t cook much at 
all, especially not like Judge Kathy Palmer 
can, but I know there are several attorneys 
among my acquaintance that can cook 
and perhaps make meals for their church 
members or bake cakes for children bap-
tized in their church. Perhaps you won’t 
be a legislative advocate like Vickie Kim-
brell, but if you love animals, maybe you 
can help care for a pet for a victim of do-
mestic violence who can’t take their pet 
with them to a shelter. Perhaps you can’t 
chair the board of an organization for at-
risk children, like Judge Cheveda McCa-
my, but maybe you can read to an at-risk 
child in an organized program once per 
year. We can’t all be like Sam Olens and 
help steer the passage of hate crime legis-
lation, but maybe we can encourage folks 
in our networks to participate in the Le-
gal Food Frenzy. I cannot even begin to 
imagine accomplishing a fraction of what 
the 2024 Lifetime Award Recipient Jeff 
Smith has accomplished. For example, I 
would not have the knowledge or skills to 
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coordinate a pro bono life-saving endeav-
or for a Tibetan Buddhist nun, but when 
I look at everything he’s done, I realize I 
can perhaps donate an item—like sports 
or concert tickets—to a charity auction. 

We don’t each have to volunteer in 
the same way or to the same extent that 
the CSA24 award recipients have served. 
I do hope, however, that reading about 
their service inspires you to look for that 
one thing that matches your unique gifts, 
talents and treasure—and passions—and 
leads you to do at least one thing dur-
ing the remainder of 2024 and another 
one thing during 2025 to serve our  
Georgia communities. 

By the time you receive this article 
about the CSA24, the Benham Awards 
Selection Committee and the Benham 
Awards Planning Committee will have 
begun to make preparations for the mile-
stone 25th Annual Justice Robert Ben-
ham Awards for Community Service. 
Therefore, I also want to share some 
information about the history and the 
purpose of the Benham Awards. In 1997, 

the Executive Committee of the State 
Bar of Georgia created an annual award 
to honor lawyers and judges who have 
made outstanding contributions in the 
area of community service. Soon there-
after, the awards were named in honor 
of then Chief Justice Robert Benham, 
who during his term as chief justice of 
the Supreme Court of Georgia from 1995 
to 2001, focused the attention of lawyers 
and judges on the community and public 
service aspects of professionalism. Justice 
Benham once said:  

The public impression of the legal 
profession is not shaped just in the 
courtroom. It is shaped in all kinds of 
activities. When lawyers are involved 
in community activities, people will 
see them as neighbors, swimming 
team coaches, baseball coaches, house 
builders and a whole host of other 
community servants. And if law-
yers are also community servants, 
people will see the legal profession 
as a community-spirited profession. 

Such an impression can’t help but 
benefit the profession and increase 
the understanding of the role of the 
law and lawyer. (emphasis added)

The awards were created with the fol-
lowing objectives: 

1. To recognize that volunteerism re-
mains strong among Georgia lawyers; 

2. To encourage all lawyers to become 
involved in serving their communities; 

3. To improve the quality of life of law-
yers through the satisfaction they re-
ceive from helping others; and 

4. To raise the public image of lawyers. 

The inaugural Justice Robert Benham 
Awards for Community Service were pre-
sented at the State Bar of Georgia Annual 
Meeting on June 18, 1998, in Atlanta. 

The CSA24 awards ceremony was a 
tremendous success because of the hard 
work of many individuals who I would 
like to thank. First, the Commission ap-
preciates the work of the Benham Awards 
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(Front row, left to right) Vicky Ogawa Kimbrell; Hon. Kathy Stephens Palmer; Justice Robert Benham; Nell Benham; Hon. Cheveda McCamy.  
(Back row, left to right) Chief Justice Michael P. Boggs, Supreme Court of Georgia; Karlise Y. Grier, executive director, Chief Justice’s 
Commission on Professionalism; Jeffrey M. Smith; Samuel S. Olens.
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selection committee members who deter-
mined the award recipients. The CSA24 
Selection Committee members were: 
Hon. Joy Lampley-Fortson, U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, committee chair, Atlanta;  
Hon. Joshua Clark Bell, Bell/Payne, LLC, 
Whigham; John Michael Dugan, DRL 
Law LLC, Greensboro; Jena G. Emory, 
Morris, Manning & Martin, LLP, Atlanta; 
Terrica Redfield Ganzy, Southern Center 
for Human Rights, Atlanta; Laverne Lew-
is Gaskins, Law Office of Laverne Lewis 
Gaskins, P.C., Augusta; Michael Hobbs, 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders 
LLP, Atlanta; Hon. Chung H. Lee, The 
Law Office of Lee & Associates PC, Du-
luth; William J. Liss, WXIA-TV/11Alive, 
Atlanta; Jennifer Mock, The Mock Law 
Firm, LLC, Statesboro; Hon. Herbert 
E. Phipps, Court of Appeals of Georgia 
(Retired), Albany; Cindy Wang, Georgia 
Department of Juvenile Justice, Decatur; 
Hon. Brenda Carol Youmas, Macon. 

In addition to the Selection Commit-
tee, members of the Benham Awards 
Planning Committee assisted with or-
ganizing and fundraising for the awards 
ceremony with the assistance of the 
Commission’s fundraising partner, the 
Georgia Legal History Foundation. The 
CSA24 Planning Committee members 
were: LaToya Simone Williams, Geor-
gia Public Defender Council, and Chris-
topher J. Chan, founder, Christopher J. 
Chan IP Law, served as the co-chairs for 
the planning committee. The planning 
committee also included: Hon. William P. 
“Bill” Adams, Middle Georgia Justice, Ma-
con; Hon. Phinia Aten, Rockdale County 
Magistrate Court, Conyers; Ann Baird 
Bishop, Hall Booth Smith, P.C., Atlanta; 

William C. “Bill” Gentry, Gentry Law 
Firm, LLC, Marietta; Cathy Hampton,
The Hampton Firm, Atlanta; Norbert D. 
“Bert” Hummel IV, Hummel Trial Law, 
Kennesaw; Gerond Julian Lawrence, 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP, Atlanta; Ken-
neth A. Mitchell, Giddens, Mitchell & 
Associates, P.C., Decatur; Alan G. Poole, 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP, 
Atlanta; Shinnay Richards, 3L, Atlanta’s 
John Marshall Law School, Atlanta; 
Cathy L. Scarver, C. L. Scarver & Asso-
ciates, LLC, Atlanta; Cathy Clark Tyler, 
AtkinsRéalis, Atlanta.

Finally, volunteers and program par-
ticipants who assisted during the evening 
of the awards ceremony were as follows: 
Hon. William P. “Bill” Adams, Atlanta 
Music Project (AMP) Junior Youth Choir 
and AMP staff, Ann Baird Bishop, Chris-
topher Brock, Christopher J. Chan, Jena G. 
Emory, Gerond J. Lawrence, Paula Myrick, 
Jasmine Smith Reaves, Hon. Tabitha Pon-
der, Shinnay Richards, Cathy L. Scarver, 
LaToya S. Williams and Ranee Zilton.

I also wish to thank Chief Justice Mi-
chael P. Boggs, Justice Andrew A. Pinson 
and Justice Robert Benham for their ex-
ample and continuing support and guid-
ance regarding professionalism. Thank 
you to Thérèse “Tee” Barnes, Sgt. Dexter 
Harden, Mike Harkness, Anita Harrison, 
Marti Head, Bob McAteer, Tia C. Mil-
ton, Ashley Rankins, Lynnita Terrell and 
all of the staff of the Supreme Court of 
Georgia who helped to make this event 
possible. In addition, thank you to the 
Commission’s fundraising partner, the 
Georgia Legal History Foundation and 
in particular John C. Bell, Kathie N. 
Daniel and Gregory     K. Smith for their 

assistance. I also thank Zaria Page, the 
Commission’s administrative and com-
munications specialist, for her work. 
Finally, I am grateful that the members, 
advisors and liaisons of the Commission 
who continue to understand the role and 
importance of the awards ceremony in 
the Commission’s work to promote and 
enhance professionalism among Geor-
gia’s lawyers and judges.

In conclusion, I ask two things of you. 
First, ask yourself, “Where do I see myself 
plugging into my community as a com-
munity servant?” Second, consider who 
you might nominate for the 25th Annual 
Justice Robert Benham Awards for Com-
munity Service. Nominations will open 
after Labor Day 2024, and information 
about the eligibility criteria and nomina-
tion process will be available on the Com-
mission’s website at cjcpga.org.

For more information regarding the 
24th Annual Justice Robert Benham 
Awards for Community Service, includ-
ing an enhanced digital version of the 
Program Book that includes detail biog-
raphies of the award recipients, videos 
about the award recipients, photographs 
from the awards ceremony, and the eligi-
bility criteria and nomination process for 
the milestone 25th Annual Justice Robert 
Benham Awards for Community Service, 
visit cjcpga.org/benhamcsa24. z

Karlise Y. Grier

Executive Director
Chief Justice’s Commission 
on Professionalism
kygrier@cjcpga.org


