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Law School Orientations
on Professionalism:

An Embodiment of a
Professional Aspiration

Each year, the Law School Orientations on Professionalism are designed
to provide incoming 1Ls with their first introduction to professionalism.

BY KARLISE Y. GRIER

In 1992, when the Supreme Court
of Georgia entered an order adopting
A Lawyer’s Creed and the Aspirational
Statement on Professionalism, the Court
wrote: “It is the Court’s hope that Geor-
gia's lawyers, judges and legal educators
will use the following aspirational ide-
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als to reexamine the justifications of the
practice of law in our society and to con-
sider the implications of those justifica-
tions for their conduct.” In August 2025—
as one embodiment of the 1992 Supreme
Court’s aspiration—lawyers, judges, legal
educators and law students, gathered for

the 33rd year at all five of Georgia’s law
schools for the Law School Orientations
on Professionalism. The orientations are
designed to provide incoming 1Ls with
their first introduction to professional-
ism. Generally, the orientations, which
are held at all the law schools before the
start of classes, open with brief remarks
by a lawyer, judge or school official, fol-
lowed by breakout sessions. During the
breakout sessions, Georgia lawyers and
judges serve as group leaders to help stu-
dents learn the meaning of profession-
alism and why it is important for them
as law students. To provide context for
the professionalism ideals, the group
leaders and students discuss hypotheti-
cal problems that are developed by the
State Bar of Georgia’s Committee on
Professionalism. In 2025, 147 lawyers
and judges served as group leaders, and
26 of those individuals served at two or
more schools. The breakout sessions
provided 1,166 students an opportunity
to explore a variety of professionalism

Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism member Hon. Steven D.
Grimberg, U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Georgia, presents remarks at

the close of the Emory University School

of Law’s Professionalism program prior to
administering the professionalism oath

to students.
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aspirations including the meaning of act-
ing with complete honesty, civility and
professional friendship.

One important professionalism theme
that students were encouraged to consid-
er during the Orientations was “the rule
of law.” For example, in a letter sent to
all incoming 1L students from Supreme
Court of Georgia Chief Justice Nels S.D.
Peterson, chair of the Chief Justice’s Com-
mission on Professionalism, he wrote:

The Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of Georgia is Georgia’s prin-
cipal defender of and advocate for
the rule of law. You as law students,
however, as the newest members of
Georgia’s legal community also have
arole in upholding the rule of law. It
is likely that nothing in your school
honor or ethics code will dictate that
you do so; in fact, such a require-
ment might itself conflict with law.
But good lawyers go beyond mini-
mum requirements to exhibit the
highest ideals of professionalism. I
hope you will choose to do likewise.

Likewise, Christopher P. Twyman,
63rd president of the State Bar of Geor-
gia, also shared in a letter he wrote to
the students:

I also hope during my Bar year to
increase the public’s knowledge
and understanding of our constitu- / | il &
tion and its role in sustaining the Group leaders for the Law School Orientation on
rule of law. This also is something College of Law on Aug. 12.

rofessionalism at Georgia State Uni

2025 Professionalism Plenary Speakers and/or Administration
of Professionalism Oath or Student Honor Code Pledge

Name of Law School Date # of Students # of Group Leaders | Professionalism Speaker

, Hon. Eric Richardson
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Aug.2 131 38 State Court of Fulton County

. . Hon. Steven D. Grimsberg
Emory University School of Law Aug 14 415 50 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia
Georgia State University College of Law | Aug. 12 260 27 Jslj;"eﬁeecﬁﬂggfgve (ﬁéiﬁ:'”””
Mercer University Walter F. George Justice Verda M. Colvin
School of Law Aug. 8 155 19 Supreme Court of Georgia
University of Georgia School of Law Aug.15 205 31 Esesﬁc?afe%(:gﬁﬁoﬂigdgﬁc Affairs
TOTALS 1166 165* *Includes 26 individuals that served as group leaders at

two or more schools, resulting in 147 unique individuals.
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2025 Law School Orientations
on Professionalism Group Leader Volunteers

Nilufar Abdi-Tabari
Michael Abramson
Artemis Aghdasi

Denise L. Allen

Anna M. Arceneaux
Kevin Armstrong

Hon. Todd H. Ashley
Eleanor M. Attwood
Bryan O. Babcock

Rocky James Babson
Hon. Neera Bahl

Stewart Banner

Shakara M. Barnes
Courtnie Barrett-Parks
William Barwick
Professor Heather Baxter
Amber Bell

Steven Berne

Samantha Beskin-Schemer
William John Black
Thomas Charles Blaska Il
Hon. Mara L. Block
Lauren Boffill

Nicholas Booth

Joshua I. Bosin

C. Brock Brockington
Brittanie Browning
Brian D. Burgoon

Mark Burnette

Hon. Stephanie D. Burton
Scott D. Cahalan

James E. Carlson

Sherri Marie Carr
Vanessa J. Carroll

J. Wickliffe Cauthorn
Elizabeth D. Christian
Alex Cidado

Stephen C. Collier
Lawrence A. Cooper
Michael Cross

Charles Cullen
Theodore Davis

David S. DeLugas

Hon. Eric K. Dunaway
David Emadi

Falon Elbaz

Joshua Elbaz

James E. Elliott Jr.
Ikemesit A. Eyo

Maya H. Fouad
Adrianne C. Freeman
Sharif Fulcher

Jennie Geada Fernandez
David H. Glass

Megan A. Glimmerveen
Robin Ann Golivesky
Karlise Y. Grier

Blake Halberg

Adam M. Hames
Duncan Harle

Tiffani R. Hawes

James W. Hays

Adam L. Hebbard
Michael V. Herskowitz
Erin Hines

Corey Fleming Hirokawa
Thomas Tucker Hobgood
Hon. Stephen J. Hodges
Isabella L. Holmes

Hon. Phillip Jackson
Tyshawn Y. Jackson
Eric T. Johnson
Kristina M. Jones
Shiriki C. Jones

Nathan Juster
Christopher Katrakis
Marcus Keegan

Bobga L. Kehbuma
David A. Kleber

Jeanney Kutner

Kevin V. Kwashnak

Eric C. Lang

Hon. John K. Larkins
Professor Henry Leaman
Jason S. Lichtstein
Professor Patrick E. Longan
Alexander S. Lurey
Elizabeth L. Markowitz
Yashica Marshall

Hon. Corey Martin

Hon. Gerald Mason
Kevin Maxim

Lauren A. McAuley
David H. McCain

Jason McCarter

Hon. Christopher J. McFadden
Shannon L. Mills
Jennifer Mock

Marta Carolina Mora
Ashley A. Nechay

Hon. William D. NeSmith
Justin Norman

Robert Norman

Zachary North

Hon. Samuel D. Ozburn
Charlsie Kate Paine
Kevin Patrick

Ashley Payne

Elizabeth M. Phrampus
James T. Plunkett
Professor Polly Price

Latevia Priddy

Erik J. Provitt

Kristen Quinton

Robin L. Rock

Mark Rogers

Jatrean M. Sanders
Claudia Saari

Timothy J. Santelli
Margaret Schweizer
Hon. Janet Scott

Lauren Shubow
Professor Kyle Skinner
Robert W. Smith

Hon. Christopher Sprague
C.J. Steinmetz Il
Heather Stevenson
Michael Stoer

Margaret Strickler

Bryan A. Sutlive

Henry C. Tharpe
Professor John Thielman
Torin D. Togut

Uchenna Mary-Anne Uzoka
Carlos Vilela

Caitlyn Wade

Thomas Leland Walker
Luana Walsh

Emily C. Ward

Kathleen Wasch
Julayaun Maria Waters
Hon. Charles H. Weigle
Donald H. White

Jason Wiggam
Shaheem Malik Williams
John William Wooten
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Are you interested in serving as a
group leader for the 2026 Law School
Orientations on Professionalism?
Complete the contact form found at
bit.ly/groupleader2026.




with which you can assist me as a
law school student. I encourage you
to get involved in your law school,
your community and in civic orga-
nizations—even as a law student.
Getting involved is not only consis-
tent with our professionalism aspi-
rations as lawyers, but it is also good
for your legal career.
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Attorney Carlos Vilela, the 2025-26
chair of the State Bar of Georgia’s Com-
mittee on Professionalism, served as a
group leader at two law schools. He sum-
marized the tremendous value of the
orientations to both the volunteer group
leaders and the students, by observing:

These sessions are truly a ‘win-win’
for all involved. Group leaders get
an opportunity for a refresher on A
Lawyer’s Creed and the Aspirational
Statement on Professionalism and
1Ls learn from practitioners what
it means to be a professional. It is in
these professionalism orientations
that the next generation of attorneys
learn from practitioners what their
clients, the courts, their opposing
counsel and the public at large ex-
pect of them as professionals. These
breakout groups provide an ini-
tial exposure that the ‘easy’ solution
to a professionalism problem is sel-
dom the correct one, and that even
the ‘best’ solutions to a professional-
ism may present its own challenges.
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On behalf of the Chief Justice’s Com-
mission on Professionalism and the State
Bar Committee on Professionalism, I
thank our five law school partners and
the hundreds (literally) of volunteers who
continue to epitomize the professionalism
ideals envisioned by the Supreme Court
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of Georgia more than 33 years ago. ® &
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Karlise Y. Grier o

Exe;cutive; Director. ) i g : -y o ,. g
Ch}gf]ustl'ces (fpmmzsswn Group leaders at: 1. Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School (Aug. 2); 2. Emory University School
on t.'ofessu.ma 1sm of Law (Aug. 14); 3. Mercer University Walter F. George School of Law (Aug. 8); 4. University of

kygrier@cjcpga.org Georgia School of Law (Aug, 15).
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