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MR. EDWARD LINDSEY, MODERATOR 
 
Mr. Edward Lindsey is a Partner, Parks, Chesin & Walbert. He has 
been a leader at the intersection of law, government and business for 
four decades. He concentrates his practice on business litigation and 
government litigation, including commercial disputes, contract 
matters, government contracts disputes, bid protests, regulatory 
matters before Georgia’s administrative agencies and public policy 
advocacy at the state and municipal levels. 
 
After graduating from Davidson College with a Bachelor of Arts, 

Edward received his law degree from the University of Georgia School of Law. He was admitted to the Georgia 
Bar in 1984 and has practiced before state courts and administrative bodies throughout Georgia, building a 
reputation for translating deep legal knowledge into effective government engagement on behalf of clients. 
 
Edward’s career spans both the courtroom and the halls of government. Prior to joining Parks, Chesin & 
Walbert, he served as a partner in Dentons’ Regulatory, Public Policy and Government Affairs practice, where 
he counseled clients in the transportation, infrastructure, health care and education sectors on their most critical 
legal and policy challenges. He also served a decade as a Georgia State Representative and three terms as 
House Majority Whip, with committee assignments spanning Appropriations, Judiciary, Education, Ways and 
Means and Rules. He additionally served on the Uniform Law Commission and the Georgia Commission on 
Family Violence. 
 
Edward’s dual expertise in law and government has earned him consistent recognition at the highest levels of 
the profession. Chambers USA has ranked him Band 1 in Government Relations: State & Local (Nationwide) 
for 2023–2025, and Legal 500 lists him as a Recommended Lawyer in Government Relations. Best Lawyers 
in America has recognized him in Product Liability Litigation every year from 2013 through 2026, and Atlanta 
Magazine has named him a Georgia Super Lawyer continuously since 2005. James Magazine recognized him 
in 2020 as one of the Most Influential Politically-Connected Attorneys in Georgia and as a top registered 
lobbyist in the state. The Georgia Chamber of Commerce has honored him as Legislator of the Year, and he 
holds an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell — the profession’s highest peer review designation for legal 
ability and ethical standards. 
 
Edward lives in Atlanta and remains deeply engaged in Georgia’s civic and business communities. 

 



 
 
 

MR. CHRISTOPHER COHILAS 

Mr. Christopher Cohilas is a Partner at Watson Spence LLP, where he 
specializes in complex litigation. Christopher represents clients in high profile, 
high stakes, and complex criminal and civil litigation.  He is the attorney that 
clients seek when it is time to “break glass in case of emergency.” As a former 
Chief Assistant District Attorney, County Commission Chairman, and one of 
Georgia Trend’s (2018) 100 Most Influential Georgians, he knows how to win 
a jury and manage the media. He is a consummate trial attorney with a 

persuasive, passionate, and trusted voice. Christopher routinely represents persons charged with crimes in the 
State, Superior, and Federal Courts of Georgia.  He is routinely sought out by executives, professionals, and 
public officials who find themselves being prosecuted and subjected to media scrutiny.  Christopher focuses 
his civil practice on matters involving complex business litigation, RICO (racketeering), governmental 
transparency, breaches of fiduciary duty, catastrophic injury, and wrongful death.  Christopher is known for 
creating custom solutions for unique and custom problems both inside and outside of the courtroom.  
 
Prior to joining Watson Spence, Christopher served as the Chief Assistant District Attorney for Dougherty 
County. As the Chief Assistant District Attorney, he was responsible for the prosecution of felony crimes 
against children, violations of the Georgia RICO act, serious violent felonies, and cases involving extended or 
complex litigation. During his time in public service, he tried all manner of cases ranging from murder to public 
corruption. 
 
Christopher is a consummate litigator with the experience to back it up. He has tried over 40 jury trials to 
verdict including both civil and criminal trials. Additionally, he has litigated  and argued cases in the Georgia 
Court of Appeals, the Georgia Supreme Court, and the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Christopher is a member of the State Bar of Georgia and is admitted to practice in all State and Superior Courts 
of Georgia as well as the Georgia Court of Appeals, the Georgia Supreme Court, the United States District 
Courts of the Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of Georgia, as well as the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals. 



 
 
 

 MS. CATHY COX 

Cathy Cox became the 21st president of Georgia College & State University, 
the state’s public liberal arts university in Milledgeville, Georgia, in the fall 
of 2021, leading the university to year-over-year record enrollment levels 
since rebounding from the pandemic. She previously served as dean of Mercer 
University School of Law and, for a decade prior to that, as president of Young 
Harris College.   

 
Cathy was a practicing lawyer and litigator in Atlanta and her hometown of Bainbridge, Georgia, before her 
entry into higher education, and remains an active member of the State Bar of Georgia. She was elected twice 
to the Georgia House of Representatives and twice as Georgia's Secretary of State, becoming the first woman 
in Georgia’s history to serve in this Constitutional office. While her tenure as Secretary of State did not garner 
the notoriety of the current Georgia Secretary of State, her evaluation of Georgia’s hodge-podge of voting 
equipment following the 2000 Bush-Gore presidential election led to a year-long study of voting equipment 
and the legislative adoption of her recommendation that Georgia move of all of its counties to the first uniform 
touch-screen electronic voting equipment in the U.S. in 2002, a transition which Cal Tech/MIT said 
transformed Georgia from one of the worst voting accuracy states to one of the four best. Cathy has 
subsequently taught Election Law at both the University of Georgia and Mercer Law Schools and she continues 
to follow improvements and impediments to Georgia’s voting processes and voting rights. 
 
Cathy is an honor graduate of Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, the University of Georgia’s School of 
Journalism, and Mercer Law School, where she served as Editor-in-Chief of the Mercer Law Review. She has 
been recognized annually as one of the 500 most influential Georgians by Georgia Trend Magazine, and in 
2025 received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism at 
the Georgia Supreme Court. 
 
 



 
 
 

MS. ANDREEA N. MORRISON 

Andreea N. Morrison is the Deputy General Counsel for discipline with the 
Office of the General Counsel of the State Bar of Georgia. She has primary 
responsibility for management and oversight of the disciplinary function of the 
State Bar of Georgia. Andreea provides day-to-day supervision and training for 
staff lawyers in the disciplinary unit, including those responsible for the Client 
Assistance Program and the screening office. She serves as counsel to the State 
Disciplinary Board, the Disciplinary Rules and Procedures Committee, and 

other State Bar committees as assigned, and supervises the Clerk of the State Disciplinary Board in duties 
related to the Board. Andreea prosecutes disciplinary cases, provides ethics advice to members of the Georgia 
bar, and presents at various CLE programs. 
  
Prior to joining the Office of the General Counsel, Andreea practiced general civil litigation. Her practice 
included all aspects of civil litigation at the trial and appellate level in state and federal courts where she 
represented individual and corporate clients.  She has tried cases to jury verdict in federal and state court and 
has experience handling matters in the Georgia appellate courts.  
 
Andreea graduated from Georgia State University College of Law in 2010. She has been recognized as a 
Georgia Rising Star in Atlanta Magazine. She is a graduate of the 2015 Young Lawyers Division Leadership 
Academy and has volunteered with the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation and the Georgia Innocence 
Project.  
 
Andreea also teaches as an adjunct professor at Georgia State University in the College of Law and the J. 
Robinson College of Business. 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 

Mr. Byung J. “BJay” Pak 

Mr. Byung J. “BJay” Pak is a Partner at Alston & Bird. He is a former Senate-
confirmed U.S. attorney and Georgia legislator with extensive experience in 
high-stakes decision making. From 2017 to 2021, he served as U.S. Attorney 
for the Northern District of Georgia, overseeing all federal criminal 
prosecutions and civil litigation in his district. As chief executive of one the 
largest U.S. Attorney’s Offices, he led 100+ assistant U.S. attorneys and 120+ 
legal professionals in a district of seven million people and a GDP of $370+ 

billion. As a federal prosecutor, BJay prosecuted white collar crimes, securities and health care fraud, 
AML/KYC matters, intellectual property crimes, and export control violations. He served three terms in the 
Georgia General Assembly as a state representative, working on criminal justice reform and shaping health 
care and tax laws. 
 
BJay’s experience has proven invaluable to corporations and individual clients navigating sensitive legal, 
regulatory, and public relations issues, including government investigations, prosecutions, regulatory 
compliance, complex civil litigation, False Claims Act, and crisis management. He often conducts 
investigations for public company committees and advises corporations on governance and risk mitigation. 
A summa cum laude graduate from the University of Illinois School of Law, BJay is listed in Chambers USA 
and has been recognized by Georgia Trend Magazine as one of the “100 Most Influential Georgians.” Atlanta 
Magazine has also named him one of “Atlanta’s 500 Most Powerful Leaders.” 

  

  

 

  


